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Of Convulſfive Diſeaſes. Chap. 1. 


ned, irritationof the Nervous parts, to be the cauſe of Convulſion ; taking their 
Conjecture from thence as 1 _— for that by ocular inſpection it appears 
from the Vellication it ſelf, and by the only touch of the Nerves, that ſpaſms 
are induced : And indeed we have clearly obſery'd, inthe diſſection of a living 
whelp, that the knife being put upon the naked ends of the ſpinal Nerves, pre- 
ſently both themfelves, and the Bodies of the Muſcles, in which they were inſer- 
ted, were hauled: neither isit unuſual, that ſpaſms are excited almoſt in every 
man, bythe punctures of the Nerves and Tendons. 1 remember by reaſon of an 
Ulcer, in the Arms of a certain man, that the Tendons of the Muſcles were laid 
open, which when touch'd by the Surgions Inſtrument, cauſed in the Patient a 
certain rigor, through his whole body , and forthwith a Concuſtion ariſing, 
made himto quake for a good ſpace. But in truth, albeit we grant the irritations 
of the Nervous parts, not ſeldom to ſerve the turn of the evident Cauſe, and 
further that ſometimes this ſolitary Cauſe, produces more light and tranſient 
ſpaſms ; nevertheleſs, that the more grievious paroxiſms of this Diſeaſe, and 
their frequent repetitions by turns, may be'duly unfolded, it behoves us to inve- 
ſtigate, or ſearch out other, and deeper Cauſes, to wit, the Conjuntt and proca- 
tartick Cauſe. 

Foraſmuch, as ſpaſms neverhappen butin a living Body, where the Nervous 
parts are blown up, and grow turgid with the animal Spirit, we may readily 
Conjecture that thoſe animal Spirits themſelves, are, as in regular motion, ſo 
alſoin the Conyulſive, the next Inſtrument of Aftion : to wir, ſo long as they are 
mbued, with a fit and moderateexploſive Copula, andare moved to that ſtriking 
forth, only by the Commandof the Appetite, or inſtinct of Nature, they bring 
forth motions altogether regular ; butifthe ſame Spirits get tothemſelves an he- 
terogeneous Copxla, and too much Elaſtick, or if they are ſnatched into their 
Actions, more impetuouſly and vehemently than they ſhould be; they even like 
unbridled Horſes, pricked forward with Spurs, leap forth inordinately or throw 
off, or explode violently their Copa/a, although genuine and natural : and {6 
they carry away thecontaining parts, as it were a Chariot tied to them, toge- 
ther with themſelves, with a fierce and perverſe motion. 


There i« 4 dou- . When therefore as aforeſaid, the Convulſive motions are chiefly ſtired up for 
ble Cauſe #nd two Cauſes, hence, as many Species of them are ordained. For firſt, it happens 


evo kinds of that a Convulſion is induced without a procatartick Cauſe, or heterogeneous 


Spaſms. 
Irruzation, 


— 


Copula. 


Copula, firſt acquired only from a ſolitary evident Cauſe : For ſo a vehement paſ- 
fion, impreſſedon the brain, adifſolution of the parts , hapning ſomewhere in 
the Nervous ſtock, a ſpaſmodick paſſion is ſuddenly brought upon ſome, whoſe 
brain and Nerves are of a more weak Conſtitution : for that the animal ſpirits 
do trouble the containing parts, the improportionate Object flying from them, 
and by ſtriking vehemently their Copula, though very agreeing it blows them 
up, and fo they pull others annexed to them : Spaſms being after this manner ex- 
cited, becauſe the natural Copxla of the ſpirits in them, 1s ſtricken more vehe- 
mently, they are after a manner exploſive, which notwithſtanding, quickly 
leave off, and very often paſs away with moving of the viſcera, or Members ; 
only with a trembling, and ſome horror, intoa fainting of the ſpirits. But Se- 
condly, Convulſions, whoſe paroxiſms are more grevious and ſtay longer, or 
are ofteuer repeated, ſeem altogetherto dependon a procatartick Cauſe, or a 
previous diſpoſition, andto ariſe from ſome other Conjuntt Cauſe, befides Irri- 
tation. And therefore in this Caſe we ſuppoſe, that the heterogeneous, and 


_ exploſive greatly exploſive particles, do increaſe with the ſpirits, ating in this or that 


region of the Body : then from this wicked Combination, and reſtleſs Colliſion 
of this kinde of matter, and the Spirits, frequent and vehement exploſions be- 
ing brought forth, the ſpaſmodick Paroxiſms are induced. | 

But beſides the Elaſtick Copula, which every where happens to the Spirits, 
from the arterous Blood, and from whoſe orderly exploſion , the motive force 
J—_ according to the Beck of the Appetite, or inſtinCt of Nature, in 

the Nervous parts ; ( as we have elſewhere declared ) alſo ſometimes other 
kinde of little bodys, of a fierce nature, or rather like Gun-powder or Nitre, come 
to the Spirits, and intimately adhere to them, when frequent and ſuddain di- 
vorces of this matter, from the Embraces of the Spirits, happenfrom the mutu- 
al ſtriking together of the particles, the conteining Bodys are variouſly blown 
| vp 


ms 6% of. A; hh nihnoan, AS ACC Eo we uo 4, + ww wh; - | own | 


© ky, 


hah a4 web 44 + 4 5a» Www wo 


Aa Pw ke©AGL A ad = A _©2+ -- £w, 


Atl ﬀM-@e. 2 a _oo ws dS ah * 1nd Hed lo td Had A bu 


Chap r. Of Convulſive Diſeaſes, — 3 


up, and fo are thrown into Convulſive motions. In truth, as often as the Spaſ- 
modick Afﬀection becoms habitual, that the Convulſive Paroxiſms ariſe not rare+ 
t on their own accord, and without any evident cauſe, but ſtill on every _— 
2c.afion; the procatartick Cauſe of ſuch a diſeaſe, conſiſts in the evill diſpolitis 
2n, of ſuch a ſort of animal Spirits: For neither is the Serous filth, or other leſs 
ſharp humours, although depoſited in the very ventricles of the Brain, or about ; 
the origine of the nerves, ſufficient to ſtir up ſuch a ſickneſs: For that I have , 
ſeen in the heads of dead people, oftentimes the middle part of the brain, and 
the very beginings of the Nerves, wholly covered with a limpid water, who, 
whilſt they were alive, had neither the Epilepſie, nor Convulſive Motions : But i 
to the producing or theſe motions, very active Bodys are required, ſuch as are 
Saline, and Sulphereous, which being combined with the Spirits, and then on 
a ſudden breaking from them, they imitate the combinations, and violent explos 
ſions, of particular mineralls. For indeed, if in regular and ordinary motion 
( as we have intimated ) the Muſcles cannot get a motive force, and elaſtick 
ſtrength, unleſs a certain exploſion of the animal Spirits be ſuppoſed, certainly 
mach more lawfully may we aſlert, that, epileptick fits, and other admirable vm 
Convulfions, which ſtill happen to be excited, complications of the ſame Spirits, . | 
with other very firce particles, and vehement eliſions, or [trikings of theſt, one BAER 
againſt another, are required. But, as to this kind of Spoſmodic Copala, becauſe "A 
it differs from the natural and ordinary, which we have elſewhere ſhewn to be in 
regular motion, and to be ſupplyed ſrom the blood ; it behooves us to inquire, 
from whence it comes, and by what means, andin what places, it is wont to get | 
to the Spirits. | 
As to the firſt, it is to be obſerved, that Spaſmodick exploſions do every way L 
happen,not only in the m1ſcles, to which only they are limited ,which effe& the 
regular motion, but alſo in the membranes, to wit, the ventricle, meſenterie, 
and other p..rts almoſt without blood: beſides, that the exploſions themſelves,in 
the Convulſive Aﬀection,though they are excited contrary to the will of the Ap- 
perite, and the manner of Nature, are far more vehement, and. do longer con- 
?inue, than in the regular motion : out of which it ſtems to be manifeſt, that 
the £xplotive Spaſmodick Copula, doth come from ſome other place, than the 
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E#>?r.ce of Regular motion : And indeed, it is probable, that, that flows not, (4-1 Tj 
2+ 11S, from the arterous blood, running every where among the CO —_—— {38 
ot deſcends from the Braine, withthe Liquore watring the Nerves, .and ſo is The explofers ; * 
neaped vp, about their beginnings, middle, proceſſes, enioldings, and Extremi- Paſmodic f I 
tics, 2S it were the mine of the Convulſive diſeaſe. Indeed nothing appears more Gop»'2 nor 7. 4 
evident, than that the Spaſmodick Diſeaſe, doth moſt often ariſe, by reaſon of jnnnyrny F LS 
the evil} firlt fixed in the Brain, and from thence is tranſmitted , into various}; from the PITTS 
parts of the Nervous Syſtem: for it happens from hence, that a vehement Paſſi- Brain. WRT» * 
on, as of fear, or Anger, or of Sadneſsof ſpirit, affefting the inhabirancs of the +4 
ow balon, the paſſion called Hyſteric, and Hypochondriac, doth ſo ofren ariſe: bby 4! 
ucther, that in theevill Criſes of Feavours, when the aduſt recrements of the Ty 1. 
blood, are transfer*d into the head, Convulſions do generally ſucceed. Moreover, Pfr bake 
and this is the reaſon, why the Vertigo, the inflation of the head, torpor of the a | 


minde, and other accidents of the Supreme Region, are wont to be the proeminnt, 
of Spaſmes preſently following, in the Inwards, and not ſeldom, in the whole | ' 
Body. Wherefore it is not to be doubted, but that the heterogeneous, and ex- 3 


ploſive particles, are inſtilled from the Blood, together with the nervous juice, 73 j ; id 
into the Brain ;, which afterwards being thruſt forth, into the nervous ſtock, do poly ar 
there grow to the Spirits, and with them bring on a Convulſive diſpoſition. In ' 8.84.8 


truth, the Spaſmodick diſtempers, which are either univerſal, or at leaſt occupie ; 81 
many parts of the body at once, ariſe for the moſt part, by thisonly means. But wo”. 
in the mean time, we will not deny, bit that particular Spaſms, which contain 1-000 
themſelves within Certain places, the Head being no ways affected, are induced Ji1$ 3 | 
ſometimes by other means. For if the nerves imbibe their humour from either 7 Ti 
end, to wit, the root, and the extream fragments, (which both the learned ' | 4 it 
Glifſ-n maintains to be molt likely, and by us is ſhewed int our Nevurologie, not 14 ib 
without great probabillity ) it may be from hence-inferr'd, that the Spaſmiodick 6 Fu 
| are broght inwardly, not only from the beginning of the Nerves, but. | 4: Il 
ſomewhat alſo by their extremities : Therefore that perhaps appears clear rw TIE | 
| is plas Fa 
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its region, do not ſeldom affect the Hypochondria and Precordia. I have known 
fome, from a tumour orulcer exiſting in the Meſenterie, womb , and other in- 
wards, were wont to have Convulſions, both in the grieved part, and alſo all a- 
bout it; the reaſon of which ſeems to be no other, than that the heterogeneous 

icles being more plentifully heaped up, in the affefted place, Creeping alſo 
into the nervous fibres, planted nigh thereunto, ſupply them with matter for 
Convulſive motions like to fired gunpowder : But indeed, Spaſms ariſing from 
ſuch a caufe, are not wont to diffuſe themſelves far about, nor always to aſcend 
to the Head. 

Theſe things being thus premiſed, concerning the inward and next Cauſe of 
the Spaſmodic Diſtemper, which we affirm to ariſe chiefly , and moſt often, 
from the head it ſelf,and in ſome reſpect alſo from the extremities of the Nerves, 
it now remains, that we more particularly declare, the Various remoter Cauſes 
in either Kinde, and the manifold proviſion of thisdiſeaſe. The Convulſive Di- 
ſeaſe therefore, for the moſt part, takes its original from the head : to wit; as 
often as the heterogeneous and exploſive particles, being diffuſed from the blood 
into the Brain, or its medullarie Appendix, are afterwards derived ſo the ner- 
vous ſtock, and there grow together with the Spirits : But this happeus to come 
topaſs from various cauſes: for there are very many ways and means, whereby 
the morbifick matter is admitted into the head, and very many alſo, whereby it 
isdeduced intothis, or that region of the nervous Syſtem ; and according tothe 
yarious tranſlations of this kind of morbifick matter, the divers kinds of Conyul- 
ſive motions are conſtituted. | | 

Therefore, that the Heterogeneous and Spaſmodick particles are admitted in- 
to the Encephalon, it is to be imputed to the fault, both of the blood ſending, 
and of the Brain receiving it. 

1. When the Blood, powrs upon the Head the morbifick matter, either all its 


both # whole maſs is depraved, as it m_—_—_ happens in malignant feavours, alſoin 
ſe an 


the Scorbutick, cacochymick, and chiefly in an originally corrupt Diſtemper ; or 
the Blood of it ſelf innocent and incorrupt, receives elſewhere malignant little 
bodys, and afterwards fixes them on the brain, ſo in great impurities of the In- 
wards, and chiefly when any parts are affefted with an Inflamation, or virudfent 
ulcer, or hurtfull ferment, for from ſuch mines the taint of the diſeaſe, the nox- 
ious particles bubble up into the blood, and afterwards, in its paſſage, are laid 
up in the Brain : So, by reaſon that the ſpleen, womb, and other Inwards, bein 
evillyaffeted, Convullſive Diſeaſes are excited , which notwithſtanding, hd 
more immediatly upon the Brain, receiving the corruption of thoſe parts, through 
the commerce of the Blood. 
2, Butin the ſecond place, the Blood however vitious it ſhould be, and im- 
pre nated with the morbid ſeed, it could not eaſily leave its InfeCtion on the 
ead, unleſs there. were ſome fault in the Conſtitution of the brain, and its Ap= 
pendix; as long as theſe parts are well made, and are full of vigour, they defend 
themſelves, and what belongs to them, and the doors being ſhut, they admit no- 
thing but an unmixt ſpirituous Liquour,deftinated for their uſe : but ifeither the 
paſlages, and pores of the Brain are too lax, or the door-keeping Spirits leave or 
are called off fr their watches, an heterogeneous and morſihic matter, creeps 
41n together with the nervous juice, and unfolds its malignity, in the animal go- 
vernment. Asto the evil diſpoſition of the Brain it ſelf, it is ſometimes heredi- 
tary : So thoſe ſprung from parents obnoxious to the Epilepſie, ,or Convullions, 
are themſelves for the moſt part prone to the ſame Diſtempers : and indeed, the 
Conſtitution of the brain, may ſeveral ways become vitious from the birth : for 
either its temperature is more moiſt, or more dry than it ſhould be, or it may be 
faulty by the exceſs, or deſect of either Quallity. Sometimes the pores are more 
laxgor its conſiſtency is too ſoft, or too hard : and alſo the Conformation of the 
parts of theBrain, andits Appendix, may be after an undue manner ; But ſome- 
times, the diſpoſition of the Brain and Nerves, originally whole, and firm, is 
vitiated by accident, and _—_— a morbid inclination : long Intemperance may 
enervate theſe parts: asalſo malignant feavours, and chronical Diſeaſes, very 
much debillitate them: beſides outward accidents, as the exceſs of heat or cold, 


anulceror a blow oftentimes perverts their Craſes, and renders them more _ 
ene 
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dent to the impreſſions of Diſeaſes. Butas to the Conſtitution or irregularities 
of the animal Spirits, by reaſon of which, the heterogeneous and Spaſmodick par- 
ticles, enter the brain without any repulſe, and more eaſily cleave toit; it is 
to be obſerved, that the animal Spirits are in ſome more tender, and eaſily diſli- 
pable, from their very birth ; ſo that indeed, they are not able to ſuffer any thing 
very ſtrong or vehement, to be brought to the ſenſe or Imagination, but ſtrair 
they fly into confuſions : For this Reaſon, women more than men, and ſome of 
them more then others, are obnoxious to the paſſions called Hiſterick. Further, 
ſometimes a violent Pafſion, impreſſes on the ſpirits, though moderatly firm, 
this kind of diſſipation and inordination, ſo that afterwards they are able to ſuf- 
fer nothing ſtrongly, or to reſiſt any injurie : So it often happens, that morbid 
inanellorFace affixed on the animal regimen, by ſudden fear, or great ſadneſs, 
which can hardly ever after be blotted out : for from hence women often con- 
tract firſt the Diſeaſes named the Aorher, or from the Womb, and men the hypo- 
chondriack, and are for the moſt part ſtil] ſubject to them. 

From theſe things it appears, after what manner, and for what Cauſes, the *- How the 
Spaſmodick Matter is wont to be admitted into the Head : now let us ſee next, %ific mat- 
what is done with it afterwards; if that this matter brought to the Brain, in- —— rot 

. | within; 
duces the Convulſive diſtempers, either not always, or not altogether, after the ;e jeag # di: 
ſame manner. : poſed, 

1. It ſometimes happens, that the heterogeneons and exploſive Particles, are Sometimes it 
admitted into the Brain, which notwithſtanding are again exterminated; with- # carried back 
out any great hurt, and before they enter into the nervous ſtock : for that the 4%" from 
veins and Lympheducts, or water-cartying Veſlells, often ſap up what is ſuper- * mas 
fluous, and an enemy to the animall dominion, and convey it forth of doors, or 
diſpoſe of it into EmunCtuaries, or Sinks. Whilſt ſuch a matter is for a little 
while agitated in the brain, its particles being affixed to ſome of its Spirits, and 
at length ſtriking againſt them, cauſe the Yirtego, and the ſmimming in the 
head; but becauſe they enter not into the paſlages of the nerves, Spaſmodick 
Diſtempers do not follow. 

2. When the morbifick matter is admitted within the Head, and not pre{gnt- — "iſ 
ly from thence ſent back, oftentimes it produces ndt its evill, till it is inſerted $9*temes 18 
into the ſtock of the Nerves; for the animal Spirits within the Brain, being as 79"%* "omg 
yet ſtrong, and having got a more free ſpace, they evade the embraces of every our ack. 
heterogeneous {opula; which indeed they are not able todo, within the ſtrait 
channells of the nerves: Beſides, the morbifick matter it ſelf, if it cannot be ſent 
away out of the Brain by the excretory vellells, it is by and by ſent forth to the | 
Syſtem of the nerves as the more ignoble part : but if in ſpite of the force of the Remaining 5 
ſuperiour faculties, ſuch a matter ſtays long within the brain, much infects —_ __ 
the Spiritsthat inhabitit, and inducesthe Epzlepſie, as ſhall be more particularly/y,/* "s 
ſhewed hereafter : but more often, the hurtfall matter is thrown on the nervous , 
ftock, from the brain, without much harm to it, but this happens to come to 
paſs, not always after the ſame way. 

For truly, the heterogeneous Particles, being mixed with the nervous Liquor, The (palnndi 
and fallen towards the b2ginings of the Nerves, do not indifferently enter all of ES bs - 
them together, ot theſe, or thoſe, as chance ſhall guide them, but they are di- fallen on the 
rected to the paſſages of ſome before others, and that not without ſome Reaſon. nervous och. 
For we obſerve, that the Convulſive Symptoms, do chooſe for the moſt part one 
place in children, another in ripet years, and a difterent one in more tender, 
than in the more rebult. 

In children, who are not yet accuſtomed tothe AﬀeCtions of the Heart, and AE the 
exerciſe of the outward membets ( whereby the morbifick cauſe may be further foreparts of the 
carried ſrom the brain ) the Spaſmodick matter runs moreoften into thoſe neareſt X75 
Nerves, viz. the third, fifth, and ſixth pares ; wherefore,their faces and mouths, _ 
and thoſe parts, are chiefly handled - and it is rate and uriuſual for them;to have 
their viſcera, and precordia, lifted up, or affected, with an inordinate motion, 
as inthoſe of riper years: on the contrary, in men of more advanced years, by 
its approach to the intercoſtals, and the Nerves of the wandring pare, it being 
more open to thoſe of the ſpinal marrow, which thoſe nerves reſpect are wont to 
be more frequently pulled : but yet with this difference, that in the more tender, 
and thoſe who are very delicate, and ſubject to paſſtons, and who by reaſon of 

; the 


Other miſe 
in thoſe of ri- 


per years, 
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the paſſions of the minde, have very often their precordia and viſcera diſturbed, 
the Spaſmodick matter, more readily enters the more open pallages of the interi- 
our Nerves, and therefore, they are rendred more obnoxious to Spalmes, itirred 
up in the Abdomen and the Thorax : for hence it is that women are moleſted with 
the paſſions called Hyſterical, and ſome men with the hypocordriack, as (ball be 
more largely declared hereafter, when we come to treat particularly of theſe 
Diſtempers. | 
After what When the Spaſmodic matter falls upon the heads of ſome nerves, or remaining 
—_— d- there, it creates only a giddineſs, and lighter Spaſmes, and leapings of thole parts, 
ee ER i to which theſe Nerves belong, or being ſlidden more deeply into the pi pes of the 
fZays near the Nerves it brings forth more cruel Convulſive Paroxiſms :, but the fame being di- 
beginnings of lated, into the nervous proceſſes is diſpoſed through one or more of the branches 
#he Nerves, or of the ſtock, or Trunk, ſometimes all, and ſometimes only thoſe more open than 
being _ thereſt, and by degrees cleave to the Spirits, both within thoſe Nerves, as alſo 
Goto ther buf to thoſe planted within the hanging Fibres : ſo that it is after the ſame manner, 
ſages. and there is the like preparation in the diſpoſition to Convullive Paroxiſms, as if 
grains of Gunpowder were laid in a long trainto be fired ſucceſſively : The Spi- 
rits after this mariner imbred with an heterogeneous {opla,are lodged within the 
Fibres, interwoven with the membranes, and Muſcles, but chiefly within the 
net vous foldings ; and when they grieved with too great plentitude, or trou- 
bled on any other occaſion, are compelled to ſhake off their Copula, the particles 
ſtriking and Teaping one againſt another, hugely blow up the containing parts 
and ſo excite a motive force, contrary to the commands and Laws of the Appe- 
nm  tite, and Nature : Beſides, the Spirits once ſtirred up, to the performing Con- 
Gone, by —_ vulſive motions, begingheir exploſions, from the one or the other extremity, of 
of plenitude The nervous Syſtem, but for the moſt part at the end. But they who are firſt ex- 
or irritation. ploſed, ſnatch or take with them their neighbours, alſo przdiſpoſed, like a fiery 
train; and ſo they propagate the begun affection, with a long, continued ſerzes 
of Spaſms, from one end to the other: For 2 convulſion begun in the bottom 
of the belly, or at the foot, or hand, creeps by degrees to the upper parts, and 
for the moſt part to the head it ſelf : and the ſame Diſtemper, when it begins in 
the brain, ( as in the Epilepſie ) is derived in like manner thence downwards, to 
_ P the remote Viſcera, and alſo to the exteriour members and Limbs. 
4 co '® The morbifick matter,flowing in the heads of the nerves, produces divers kinds 
ſes : : . , . 
Gonvulſions Of convulſions, according to their various plenty and diſpenſation ; forfirlt of all, 
either continu-1t 15 to be obſerved, that the whole pallages of the nervous Syſtem, or of ſome of 
ed or pe:19di- jts parts, through the abundant, and exuberant matter, are ſometimes poſſeſſed, 
cal or byfirs. ſo that the animal Spirits, both flowing in, and there implanted, being full of 
an ———_ (opula, 2nd a perpetual ſupplement of it, are urged intoconti- 
nual Spaſms. I have known ſome, who: have had all the muſcles and tendons 
through their whole body, afflicted with ContraCtions and leapings without in- 
termiſſion : I have known others whoſe thighs, arms, and other members, were 
perpetually forced into various bendings, and diſtortions : and alſo others | have 
ſeen, who of neceſſity were compelled to leap and run up and down, and to 
beat the ground with their feet, and hands; and ifthey did it not, they fell into 
cruel Convulſions of the Yeſcera and Precordia: 2. If the exploſive and hetero- 
geneous Particles, be combined with the Spirits in a leſſer plenty, they ſtick to 
them without tumultor perturbation, untill after ſome time, both Particles leap- 
ing again one from anothet, and from their ſtriking one another, raiſe up Con- 
vulfive paroxyſims; which fort of Paroxyſms are periodical, and are repeated 
exactly at certain hours ; which happens by reaſon of the morbifick matters, be- 
ing dayly poured upon the nervous ſtock, with an equal dimenſion, and there- 
fore about the ſame ſpace of time, it is alſo dayly heaped up to an explofive ple- 
nitude z or they are wandring, and uncertain, in others, for that the heteroge- 
neous particles, are poured 1n with a leſſer company, and ſo ariſe not to an ex- 
ploſive fullneſs, under a long time ; when in the mean time, the more full heap- 
ing of them together, and their exploſion, are wont to happen ſometimes more 
often, and ſometimes more ſeldom, by reaſon of ſeveral occaſions, or eyident 
cauſes : hence it comes to paſs, that the Spaſmodic Diſtemper is ſometimes alto- 
gether attributed to the evident cauſe, when indeed, if a more remote convul- 
five cauſe had not gone b:fore, ſuch a cauſe had ſtir'd up none. 


The ſpirits en- 


Therefore, 
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Therefore, that we may ſay ſomething of the evident cauſes of Convufions, we hs Bering 
have already obſery'd, it they be more vehement, and happen to a weak and ,, w of 
tender conſktution of Brain, and nervous ſtock, they are ſometimes ſolitary, or Spaſms. 
of themſelves cauſe convullive paſſions : but as often as the Spaſmodick Diltem- 
per is keaviee, and being made habitual is wont to return oftener, though the e- 
vident Cauſe be manifeſt, and bears the blame of the effect, nevertheleſs it is to 
be ſuſpected, that a procatartick, or more remote cauſe exiſts, and is the more 
ſtrong efficient, though it lies hid within! for unleſs the Spirits are imbued with 
an heterogeneous Copula, they would not be ſo ealily, nor fo often, driveninto 
involuntary, and przternatural Exploſions. 

We meet with a double order or Claſſes of Evident cauſes; for either they are The Frident 
of that ſort which increaſes the procatarick or more remote, and brings it ſoon- Cauſe 12vofol# 
er to an exploſive fullneſs, as arean ill manner of living, and errors in the fix Viz, F:lng 
nou-naturals, which by infefting the blood, and nervous juice, heap up to a Sa- _ Es 
eurity, in greater plenty, on the Spirits heterogeneous particles, and by that 
means do the fooner procure Spz.ſmodick acceſſions. Or 2dly, the evident cauſe 
1s faid to be, whatever ſtirs and irritates ſuddenly the ſpirits, that they preſently 
fall into exploſions, and whatever it be, that cauſes them to ſtrike off their Copula, 
and of this ſort there are very many accidents, that provoke the ſpirits, planted ,, . . _ . 
now within the Head, and now within the nervous Syſtem, to convulſive moti- rye 
ons by a divers inſtinct ( as is wont in the regular motions ) which motions are ei- up poſes, 
ther direct, or reflected. lirett, or re 

1. Of the former kinde chiefly are violent perturbations of the minde, where- fief8. 
with the fpiritsof the brain being agirared and confuſed, they excite others Iy- 
ng within the nervous ſtock, and often przdiſpoſed, to irregular exploſions, fo a 
vehement fear, anger, or ſadneſs, do not only introduce epileptical and hyſteri- 
cal fits, to thoſe that are diſturbed in their health, bat ſometimes cauſe to divers 
others, palpitation, and trembling of the heart, and alſo horrid conyulſions of 
the members and Limbs. 2. As to the other kinde of evident cauſe,to wit,where- 
by Spaſms are excited by a reflected Act, this indeed comes to paſs not unfre- 
quently, as often as any heavy trouble, with an irritation of the fibres and ſpirits, 
| happens any where to the nervous ſtock : for that this trouble being by and by 
communicated, to the chief fountains of the Spirits, to wit, the brain or Cere- 
bell, from thence inordinateand violent motiogs, againſt the will of the minde, 
that is convulſive, being begun, they are returned back, for ſo either worms, phy- 
ſick, or ſharp humours, cruelly hauling the coats of the Inteſtines, cauſe ſpaſms 
in thoſe parts, and not ſeldom in the outward members. 

So much for the ſeveral kindes of cauſes, the conjunct, procatartick, and evi- 
dent, whereby convulſive Diſeaſes, becoming habitual, and are wont to be repeat- 
ed with more grievous Paroxiſms, do ariſe : But as we have aſſigned another ſpe- 
cies of this Diſeaſe, where the Paroxyſms depend on an evident ſolitary cauſe, or 
at moſt only from irritation, the Spirits being not yet przoecupied with an ex- 
ploſive Copula : it is now next to be inquired into, by what, and how many ways, 
this may come to paſs. Concerning this in general, it isafirmed, that the Spaſ- 
modic fits produced by mere irritation are either lighter andquickly paſling a- 
way, or more grievious and not ſeldom deadly, as when poyſon is taken, or when 
they come upon an overpurging medicine. Moreover it is noted, when the mor- 
bifick, or irritative matter falls upon the tales themſelves, or the foldings of the 


nerves, that it alſo not rarely becomes exploſive, and ſo Spaſms produced alſo The irritateing 


from mere irritation (as we have already noted ) are certain exploſions; theſe be- Caufe diftin- 
ing thus premiſed, we will diſpatch the buſineſs in hand. | guiſieds — 
The irritation of the'Nervous parts, which is wont to cauſe convulfive moti- j.ge4, as to 
ons, happens in various places, and from various matters, which are incongru- the ſubjefts. 
ous and inimical to the ſpirits, and fibres. As to the things, enemies tothe Nature 
of the ſpirits, you may obſerve, beſides poyſons, and the exceſs of cangible qual- 


lities, which are inflicted from without ; many things which are begot within us, beginnings 


*1z. the various recrements of the blood, and nervous juice, feveriſh taints, Pre- the extrem;- 

ternatural falt, or ſnlphureous hamours, yea worms, the ſtone, with many other tes, and the 

things, to be infeſtousto the nervous ſtock, and ordinarily to ſtir up Spaſmodick a 

writations. As to the places affected, or the ſeat of the irritative matter, although/#% = Pl 

dhis brings hurt in any part of the _— Syltem, yet for the moſt part, it iS yrs,” 
: wont 
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wont to become moſt infeſtous, when it is fixed near the beginnings, or the ends 
of the nervous Syſtem, or about the middle procefles of the Nerves, and eſpeci- 
ally in their foldings : Beſides, ſuch a matter, which irritating the Spirits, is wont 
to have the placeof an Evident Cauſe, doth not ſeldome become, as we hinted 
but now, the means of a more remote cauſe, foraſmuch as the heterogeneous 
particles, being ſent from it, enter into the nervous fibres, and being combined 
with the Spirits, renders them more apt and ready to be exploded. ; 

Hr the jrri= 1+ Therefore, it ſometimes happens, that malignant humours, and infeſtous 

2ating Canſe tO the nervous ſtock, being pouredout from the blood,on the region of the brain, 

affefts the ori- and from thence dilated to the hinder region of the Head, do fall upon the or;- 
gine of the pie of the netves; where, if the little skin, which cloathes the oblong pith, be 
__ broken, they fall into the naked trunks of the nerves, and enter deeply into their 
es; wherefore indecd, {dnvalſove motions ariſe, not only in the neighbouring 
parts of the head, bur ſometimes in yery remote, and not rarely in the whole 
neryous Syſtem : This is generally obſerv'd, in evill C:ſes of feavours, the morbi- 
fick matter being tranſlated to the head ; alſo in cephallic Diſtempers, being 
brought to the worſt and deadly ſtate. Truly, when I have operied the heads of 
thoſe, who have dyedby this means, I found in all of them, the hinder Region of 

the oblong pith, immers'd with a ſharp, and falt Sermr. | 

How the ex. 2+ ASthe interiour extremity, or original of the Syſtem, ſo not rarelythe ex- 

tremities of terior, or the end, from a vellication or hawling there made, begets Spaſms, or 

the Nerzs, Convulſive motions, and transfers them on every ſide : that this is done ordinari- 
ly inthe outward members, the prickings of the tendons, and Nerves, do teſtifie. 
No leſs are Spaſms wont to be excited every way about, from a vellication or 
pulling, made in the Yiſcera, when at anytime Medicines, or ſharp humours, al- 
fo worms lying in the Ventricle or Inteſtines, pull the membraneous part, and fo 
impreſs a troubleſome ſenſe on the chief ſenſories; preſently from thence, by rea- 
ſon of the firing of the ſpirits, Convalſive motions torment now the affected parts, 
and now indifferently any other parts: for oftentimes Spaſms, from the more 
grievous hurt of ſome Inwards , do notonly imploy the affected parts, and their 
neighbours,but alſo the Muſcles of the face and mouth,and are likewiſe transfer'd 
to the exterior members. The ſtone impaCted in the Uriters, canſes not only cruel 
ContraCtions in that paſlage, but in all its neighbourhood. Moreover, ſome hy- 
ſteric and other hypochondriac $ymtoms, are ſometimes induced by this means, 
foraſmuch, as by a vellication made-in the metnbranes of ſome Y:ſcera, thence 
the Spaſm is returned back. 

How the mig. 3+ The irritative matter, which is wont to be the Evident Cauſe of Spaſmns, 

Jle proceſſes ſometimes occupies the middle proceſſes of the nerves; and therefore the parts, 

ind folng. ſometimes above, ſometimes beneath its ſeat, are incited to convulſive motions: 

This appears plain enough in the foldings of the Nerves; for when the ſharp 
recrements of the nervous juice, arelaid up in them, they do not rarely create 
Spaſims, through the whole neighbourhood : by this means, the Collick or Hiſte= 
rick Diſtemper, is often ſeen to be begot or excited, there being no fault in tho 
Inwards, only from the humours, depoſited in the foldings of the meſenterie, as 
we will ſhew hereafter, when we come to treat of thoſe particular Diſtempers. 
In like manner, by reaſon that the ganglioform foldings, being ſtopped up with 
a ſharpand irritative humour, perfocation or choaking in the Throat, and vari- 
ous ContraCtions of the Precordzaare cauſed. Beſides, Spafmodick Diſtempers do 
not ſeldom depend, upon a ſharp humour within the whole trunks of the nerves, 
and filling the paſſages of the nervous Bodys. We have ſeen ſome troubled with 
admirable, and perpetual Convalſions, ſo that they have been forced (as we 
havealready mentioned )to run about, to leap, to fling about, and diſtort their 
members, to ſtrike the ground with their feet and hands, and to exerciſe other 
ſtrange geſtures, even as if they had been bewitch'd ; the genuine Cauſe of which 
kindeof paſſion, ſeems to conſiſt in this,that the Juice watering the nervous ſtock, 
being moſt ſharp like ſtygian water, and being become degenerate from its due 
Caſis, doth irritate continually, and as it were poſſes witha certain madneſs, the 
Spirits therein flowing, and implanted. - | 

The difference From theſe things, which we have diſcourſed, about the various cauſes of Con- 

of Spaſms 9 yulfions, their manyfold Species and differences are made manifeſt : For firſt, we 


a xg 'Peir have made known, that Spaſinodick Paſſions are moſt often derived, in m_ of 
their 
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their origine, for the head, being affefted ; or the morbific matter, flowing into 
the beginnings of the Nerves : yet ſometimes, though more rarely, they depend 
upon ſuch a matter, Creeping into the extremities of the nerves. 

2. As tothe produttion of the Diſeaſe and ſymptoms, we obſerve the fame 
ſometimes to be produced, from a ſolitary evident Cauſe, as a ſudden and vehe- 
ment Faſſion : but indeed more often, to require a more remote, or procatartic 
cauſe, or przvious diſpoſition : moreover, the cauſes ſometimes ſo.to interfeer X 
that the procatartick, alſo may ſupply the place of the evident cauſe ; and alſo, 
on the contrary, that this may ſerve if the place of the other. 

3. Astotheextention of the Di i the Convullive Diſtemper may be diſtin- 
guiſhed into Vnzverſal, becauſe the Spirirs aCtuating the whole nervous Syſtem al- 
molt, and the Ezcephalon it ſelf, are ſucceſſively exploded ; and Particular, in 
_ the Spirits, within ſome private Region of the Animal Kingome, are di- 
ſturbed. 

1. The former is meant, when the animal Spirits are irritated, within their 
firſt fountains, towit, the pith of the brain, and cerebell, from whence their vi- 
olentexploſions happen; wherefore every internal funCtion of the ſoul, to wit, 
the ſenſe and Imagination is obſcured, and its exterior locomotive faculty per- 
verted: This kind of univerſal Spaſmodick Diſtemper, in which, beſides the 
ſpaſms oſthe Limbs and /3ſcera, the interior powers ofthe Soul ſuffer an Ecclipſe, 
iS again twofold : to wit, either primarie, which begins at the Head, and ariſes, 
foraſmuch as the Spirits inhabiting that place, being imbued with nitro-ſulphu- 
reous particles, are firſt exploded, and their inkindling ſnatches or takes hold of 
thereſt, flowing in both the medulary and nervous Appendix, and there ſtirs up 
Convulſive exploſions, as may be diſcerned in theEpilepſie. 


Of their Cauſes 


Of the exten) 


2. Or this univerſal paſſioa, cauſing Inſenſibility is Secondary, to wit, which 


being begun ſomewhere in the nervous ſtock, from thence, plenty of ſpirits be- 
in hccelively affected, becoming like the undulation or moving of waters, is 
at length carried to the head it ſelf : thisoften happens in paroxiſms called hy- 
ſterical, in which, by reaſon of the Spaſm begun art firſt in the bottom of the bel- 
ly, or ſome intumeſcency or riſing up in the Avdomen, then, the ſame ſpread» 
ing higher, with the ſame effect, through the pipes of the Nerves, the Ventricle, 
and by and by the Precordia are drawn Fr pram and at length, the Spaſm force- 
'ablyruſhing to the Head, the patients fall down, and al! Knowledg is taken from 
them, and laſtly, the Diſeaſe being reflected into other nerves, Convullive moti- 
ons ofthe exterior members ſucceed. 

2. But as tothe particular Spaſin, in whoſe fit the ſick continue well in minde, 
this Indeedis diſtinguiſhed into various difterences. As to the ſeat of the matter, 
which happens about the beginnings, extremities, or middle procelles of the 
Nerves ( as we have ſhswn ) there ariſes a difterence : For even as this morbifick 
matter, beſeiging the beginnings of the nerves, is fixed about the head, middle, 
orend of the oblong pith , it therefore happeneth, that ſometimes only the parts 
of the face or mouth, ſometimes the Y:ſcera of the lower, or middle Belly, and 
again ſometimes chiefly the outward limbs, are hauled together. 

Further, a Convulſion, as to the duration of the fit, and its niagnitude, uſes 
to be diſtinguiſhed, into a continual, and Intermitting : The former, as we have 
already hinted, is called Tenaſmus, or a permanent Contraction, as when one 
part, or more, being Contracted or diſtorted with a conſtant ſtretching, are de- 
rained for ſome time in the ſame przternatural poſture ; ſo, when the muſcles, 
or a member, ſuppoſe the eye, Lipps, Cheeks, are diſtorted from their right po- 
ſition, nor cannot eaſily be preſently reduced : the cauſe of which is ſometimes 
areſolution, or Palſie, in ſome other muſcles, which when they are looſened, 
the oppoſite do too ſtrongly Act, and draw forceably the whole part, towards 
themſelves, which ought to ſtand, as it were betwixt them, in au equall ballance : 
but ſometimes, ſuch a permanent contraction, is excited, by reaſon of the ten- 
dons being ſtopped with an impacted ſerous humour, which become for that cauſe 
ſtiff: This Kinde of Diſtemper becoms very familiar in the Scurvy, that the ſick 
ſometimes are not able roextend any member or Joynt, but they are contracted 
round like a globe. Wometimes the Tendons in the back by reaſon of ſuch a courſe 
of humour, draw the bones ont of their due ſcituation, and cauſe a gibbouſneſs, 


or bending out of the Body. The Tenaſme is wont to be diſtinguiſhed into uni- 
C4 verſal, 
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verſal, ofwhich there are three Kinds, to wit, Tenſion forward, Tenſion back- 
wards, and Tenaſmus properly ſo called; and Peculiar or particular, which chief- 
ly reſpects ſome certain member or joynt : we will ſpeak of theſe diſtinctly here- 
after. 

2. The intermitting Convulfion, is either ſhort and momentary, which is a&t- 
ed by frequent turns , andas it were by little leaps, as is to be obſerved in the 
quaking and ſhakings of the Tendons in horror, which are to be diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween, with a frequent alternation of motion and reſt : or the leapings of the 
Spaſms, and their intervals, are drawn out longer : Soit is uſual, for Convullive 
paroxyſms, when they are repeated, to endure for ſome time, and to leave off a- 
gain ; but ſuch periods are now certain, or come to certain ſet hours, now rare, 
and incertain, and happen after a divers manner, and as various occaſions are gi- 
ven. There are other differences of this diſtemper, which will be better illuſtras 
ted hereafter,when we ſhall ſpeak particularly of each kinde of Convulſions. 


| i —_ 


CHAPTER IL 
Of the Epilepſze. 


Hus far we have treated, of the Natute, Cauſes; and differences of Spaſms, 

or Convulſions in general according toa clean, new, and unuſual Hypotheſis, 

but ( as I think) agreable enough with Reaſon : our next buſineſs 1s, to explain 
rticularlythe chief kindes of that Diſtemper ; amongſt which the Epslepſie eali- 

y deſerves the preheminence, and the Conſideration of it ought to proceed, by 2 
certain right of method and order ; forthat this Diſeaſe, having as it were got a 
large Empire, in the humane body, exerciſes its Tyrranie, not only in the whole 
Encephalon, but for the moſt part, in all the parts of the nervous Siſtem at once : 
wherefore by the Ancients, it was called Morbus Herculens, or the Hercnlean Di- 
ſeaſe, from the Cruelty of the diſtemper, and from the rhanner of the violent fits, 


as if ſent, as it were by ſome Divinity, being ſo amazing, morbus Sacer, or, the ho-. 


ly Diſeaſe, to which may be added, the ConjeCture of a certain Divine of our own 
Country, of no ſmall note, to wit, that many, who were taken to be Demonaicks 
or poſſeſſed with the devill in the New Teſtzment, were only .Epilepticks, an 
that they called the cure of this Diſeaſe by our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, an ejection 
or exorciſm of the evill Spirit : In truth, in this Diſtemper, no marks at all, of the 
morbifick matter appears, or are ſo very obſcure, that we may have deſervedly 
ſuſpected it, to bean inſpiration of anevill Spirit, at leaſt it is probably, that 
as often as the Devill is permitted to afflict miſerable Mortals, with his deluſions, 
he is not able to draw more Cruel Arrows, from any other quiver, or to ſhew 
miracles by any better witch, than by the aſſaulrs of this monſtrous Diſeaſe. 

As the Symptoms of the Epilepſie are very Stupendious, ſo their Cauſes, and 
the formal Reaſon of the Diſeaſe it ſelt, are moſt difficult to be unfolded. For in- 
deed, the buſineſle is vatiouſly controverted among authors, both concerning the 
part Afﬀected, and alſo the manner of its being affected : many place its ſeat in the 
Brain, or its Ventricles, others in the meninges, or thin skins enwrapping the 
Brain, and ſome again in the middle, or loweſt belly, bat by what right ſhall be 
inquired into anon : In the meantime, laying aſide the opinions of others, that 
the true ſpeculation of this Diſeaſe may be found out, by the clew af cight rea- 
ſoning, we will firſt of all endeavour to give you itsdeſcription, together with the 
whole ſenſe of its Phenemenas. Secondly, theſe things beingrightly weighed, to 
finde out the ſubject of the dijcaſc,and its chiefly affefted parts. Thirdly and laſt- 
ly, to addthe means and manner. whereby this diſeaſe is begotten, with the true 
Cauſes of its Symtoms. 

In the firſt place, As to the Idea of the Diſeaſe, the Epileptick Fit or aſſault, 


ſeerhsto be only an univerſal, and more cruel Convulſion, # wit, in which the 
Spirits inhabiting the Brain, being firſt irregularly moved, and as it were confu- 
ſed, all the reſt, dwelling in both the medulary, and nervous appendix of the Ex- 


ecphalon, 


© Chap.il. 


AO &# a— —_ 


Rk. es _Do@4 an At air ar mac oc .coc 


Horn AmD eCcmamg Sy OS FH@Ar ww #4, ww OY wo hed 44 


Chap.1L. or Falling Dickneſſe, 


eephalon, begin at once Convulſive motions, or inordinate contraCtions, and con- 
tinue them for ſome ſpace,with frequent leapings or palpitations : The acceſſion 
of the diſeaſe come upon them at unawares, and oppreſles the ſick, not the leaſt 
thinking of it, andin the twink of an Eye, caſts them on the ground, deprived 
of ſenſe and underſtanding ; for that they do not only fall, but are flung down 
with a certain force, ſo that oft times the part firit ſtriken againſt the Earth, or 
other adjacent Bodies, is hurt witha bruiſe or wound ; being laſt done, there 
comes upon them a gnaſhing of Teeth, witha foam at the mouth alſo, often- 
times the ſhaking of the head, and a frequent knocking it againſt the ground,the 
armes and thighs, yea, the hinder part of the neck, and back, either become 
preſently ſlit, or elſe they are diſtorted hither and thither, with various ben- 
dings; ſome Cruelly beat their breaſts, others ſtrongly thruſt outtheir armes and 
thighs, and fling them, and ſometimes the whole Body, impetuoully here and 
there ; many have their precordia, and hypochondria, and alſo all their lower belly 
ſwelled, and blown up very much : after ſome time, ſometimes ſhorter, ſome- 
times longer, theſe Symptoms, the Tragedy being as it were acted, ceaſe, on a 
ſudden, and then the ſick come to themſelves, and recover their ſenſes : but after 
the fit there remains an akeing in the head, with a dulneſs, and hebitude of the 
ſenſes, and not ſeldom a turning, or giddineſs. _ 

The Provo are wont to return ſometimes at ſet times of the day, 
moneth, or year ; and moſt Commonly at the greater returns of the year or Tro- 
picks, or at the oppoſite aſpects,or conjunctionsof the Sun,or moon, they are wong 
more certainly to return, and to afflict more grievoully ; ſometimes their comings 
br acceſlions, are uncertain, and wandring —_— to the occaſion, and va- 
riety of Evident Cauſes: there are alſo Fits or Poroxyims, now morelight,which 

uickly paſſe away, ſo that the ſick are ſcarce thrown to the ground, norare car- 
ried intodiſorder or inſenſibility ; now more grievous, whereby they when taken, 
lye ſenſeleſſe the ſpace ofan hour or more, and are tormented with horrid Symp- 
toms, as if poſſeſſed with the Devil : Sometimes tho more rarely, ſome forego- 
ing ſignes of the fit, warn them of their falling into it; asan heavineſle of the head, 
a brightneſs of the eyes, a tinglingof theeares ; ſometimes a ſpaſm or cramp pro- 
ceeds, in ſome exterior part, as in the arm, or thigh, or elſe in the back, or 
Hypochondria, which aſcending from thence, like a Cold air, and creeping to- 
wardsthe head, ſeems to bring on their falling down. .Boys, and young Men are 
found to be more obnoxious to this diſeaſe, than old men,or men of mature age ; 
who ever are once ſtruct down by its fit, unleſs they be cured by the help of Medi- 
Cines, they will hardly be altogether free, from the infeCtion of it, all their Life 
after ; the more often the Fits are, the more grievous they become,which as they 
frequently return become more cruel, and enervate the uſe of the memory, Ima- 

ination, and Reaſon,and then the ſtrength, and force of the whole animal fun- 
Rion,uncll its Occonomy being greatly perverted, the vital fuuction at length de- 
cays, and by degrees is aboliſhed. The weapons, and wicked preparation of this 
Diſeaſe, being after this mauner layd open, we will next make an inquiry, in 
what part it fixes itsſeat ; or what is its next ſubject. 


Theacceſlion of the Epilepſie, and the manner of invaſion, ſeem plainly to de- The ſubjeR or 
clare, that its primary ſeat, ot part chiefly affefted, is contaiued ſomewhere Die of the 
within the Head ; but that a Paroxyſim ſomerimes begins in the remote parts,and ®: 


from thence aſcends towards the head,which indeed ſeems only to be ſo,and haps 
pens by accident, when inthe mean time, the morficick Cauſe ſubſiſts about the 
Encephalon it ſelf, ( as ſhall be anon declared ) : but that from the firſt aſſault of 
the Diſeaſe, preſently a ſtrange Inſenſibility, and diſorder, with contraCtions al- 
moſt of all the Members and Y:ſcera ſucceeds, it is a manifeſt ſigne, that the whole 
joynting of the Encephalon, and the original of all the nerves, are poſſeſſed with 
the morbifick Cauſe : But truly, although it ſeem moſt difficult, to unfold where 
this cauſe, or morbifiek matter ſubſiſts chiefly ; ſor, neither is it probable, that 
the farae is diffuſed thorow all the parts of the Brain ; yet :t avs 


toa Conſent of its evill. 


Among the various opinions of Authors, about this matter, there are two that en che pith 


ſeem more probable than the reſt, and challenge an aſſent with _— likeli- ;, middle pert 
neſſe to Truth. One of which aſlerts the ey middle of the brain, the _ of the Brain, 
3 ene 
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the meninges, or the thin skins encompaſling or cloathing it, to be the primary 
ſeat of the Epilepfie : The Reaſon of the former is founded in this, that where 
the fountain of the animal Spirits, andthe original of the ſenſitive ſoul it ſelf con- 
fiſts, there ought to be placed the cauſe of this Diſeaſe, certainly when the chief 
faculties are firſt hurt, all the reſt eaſily participate of the ſame evil : Butin truth, 
though I may grant in the Apoplexy, and the del:quzm or fainting of the ſpirits, 
that it is ſo, yet it follows not 12 a Convullion ( of which kinde of diſtemper the 
Epilepſie is) that all the fibres and nerves ſhould be pulled together, becanſe the 
middle part of the brain is firſt pulled : for that this, as it is a moiſt aud fluid ſab- 
ſtance, and wanting of ſenſe and motion, ſeems not capable of contraction, or 
the Spaſmodick Diſtemper : wherefore others thinking the brain, and every part 
of it, freefrom the blame of this Diſeaſe, caſt it altogether on the meninges : 
affirming, that the membranes, cloathing the brain, and chiefly their procelles, 
ſpread upon the clefts of the brain, and Ceribel, as they are hauled by the morbi- 
fick matter, do conceive or beget Spafms, or horrid Convullſions, and then that 
from the Meninges themſelves, ſo Contracted and brought together, the inclnded 
Brain is greatly compreſſed, and bound together, ſo that its pores and paſlages be- 
ing bonnd up, the great amazing diſorder and inſenſibility is induced, and alſo 
the trunks of the nerves,to which either meninge or skin is faſtened, being brouphe 
into a conſent with them, enter alſo into Convulſive motions : And indeed af- 
ter this manner, the formal Reaſon of the Epilepſie, may perhaps ſeem to be un- 
folded ; but truly when I conſider further of the matter, 1 think we may differ 
from this opinion, becauſe it does not appear by what Courſe, or for what cauſe, 
the falling down being at hand, theſe mneninges ſhould beget ſuch horrid Spaſins. 
Nay, it neither appears, how from them, however Convulſive,thev be, the Epi- 
leptick Paroxiſm ſhould be induced. 
I is afirned, Asto the former, it ſeems an impoſſible thing, ſor the meninges to be fo con- 
that theme- -traCted, as to their whole Concavities, that being bound more ſtrictly together, 
#fof 7 "9 like a purſe, they ſhould on every ſide pull together their contents, and draw 
foo #- them into a narrower ſpace: for that the Dura Mater ſticks moſt firmly to very 
| many places of the skul], yea, and the P:a mater is tyed to it, near the proceſſes 
of the hollow turnings, by a mutual knitting of the membranes, and every where 
beſides with a Continuity of Veſſells :. Hence it eaſily appears, either that mem- 
brane, as tothe greateſt part of it, is immovable, ſo that they cannot fall into ſo 
univerial Spaſms : butin reſpet of leſſer Spaſms, as when a certain portion of 
this or that meninge, or both together, is pulled, indeed we grant ſuch may hap- 
pen: for] have often heard thoſe troubled with great headach, to complain ex- 
treamly of a great conſtriction of the parts, lying under the ſide of the skull,ſomc- 
times on the right, ſometimes on the left , and yet from thence no aſſault of fal- 
ling down, has followed : Further as thoſe membranes being notably hurt,do cauſe 
great vellications or haulings, yet upon 1t there is not wont to be an Epileprick ſit 
to follow : for | have known, from an lmpoſthume in the Dura mater, when be- 
ing broken, and that the ſtinking matter had knawn the more tender meninges, 
and ſhell of the Brain, that the ſick have fallen firſt into an amazednelle, and art 
length intoa deadly Apoplexie, who notwithſtanding, in the whole courte of the 
Diſeaſe, was free from any Epileptical Symtom. Alſo l remember, 1 have ſeen 
one, who had the Dura mater very much torn, by the inſtrument of an unskilfull 
Surgion, and another, that by a wound, had that with part of his skull takeu a- 
way, fo that a portion of the Brain ſwelled forth, and yet to neither of them any 
EpileCtical paſſion hapned : wherefore neither is it likely, that the blood, or 
humors, or ( if any ſhall ſo _ ) the vapours, compacted within thoſe meninges, 
can bring in any greater evill, than either a ſtroke, or wound, inflicted oh them, 
or filthy matter there ponred out : Befides, thoſe who are more lightly troubled 
with the Eprlepſie, ſo that they ſcarce fail down,and have their minds free through 
the whole aſlaulr of the diſeaſe,would perceive the membrans to be ſo contracted, 
Tre ſpirits is 2nd the globe of the brain to be more {traitly thruſt together, if there had bin 
habiting tb any ſuch kinde of affeCtion ; but they on the contrary,ſeem to have the Brain as it 
middle of the were inflamed,-and to be ſenſible, that the ſpirits leap forth, and are as it were 
brain are the 6, 1loſed, with a certain fierceneſs. 


1-pr Ayo And indeed, 1 think it is very likely ſo, that the Epileptick Paroxiſm is ſtired 
ſeaſe. ' up, from a certainſuddain rarefication, andexploſion of the animal ſpirits, inha- 


biting 
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biting the Brain, which are in truth the firſt, and immediate ſubject of this Di- 
ſeaſe; to wit, whereby the Braim-it ſelf is inflated, and rendered fo inſenſible, and 
the Nerves hangivg thereto, alſo put into conyulſions :. For hence it comes to 

ſs, that the acceſlion 'of this Diſeaſe begins ſo on a ſudden, and determines per- 
fectly without any great proviſion or remains, of the morbifick matter; becauſe 
= Infeftion is not brought ſo much to the ſolid parts, as to the Spirits them- 
elves. | ;-- 6 
We have already ſhown by what means, the heterogeneons and exploſive Co- 
pala, conſiſting as it ſeems of nitro-Sulphurous particles, cleaving tothe ſpirituoug 
particles of the animal Spirits, and laſtly, being ſmitten and exploſed by them, 

reaſon of plenitude or irritation, produces Convulſive Symptoms : But although 
this kinde of Spaſmodick Cpmla, is firſt diſtilled from the blood into the brain, 
yer, for the molt part, it does not take hold of the ſpirits there, orat leaſt, it ſtays 
not long with them, in that place : but rather, being thruſt from thence, towards 
the nervous Appendix, cauſes particular and reſpective Spaſms, near the places 
affected - But ſometimes, if the Spaſmodic matter be more plentifull and ſtrong, 
and che conſtitution of the brain weak, the heterogeneous Copula, being fixed to 
the Spirits, not only inthe nervous ſtock, but alſo to thoſe planted within the Ex- 
cephalon it ſelf, cauſes the EpileCtick diſpoſition; and the exploſive particles of 
the Spirits, and this Copyle knocking one againlt another, ſtir up the falling fir. 
For indeed,ſincethe aſſault of the Eplepſie urging,the Inſenſibility, and great, diſor- 
der is for the moſt part the firſt Symptom, and all the pathognomick, it may be 
concluded, that the animal Spirits,lying within the middle of the brain it felf, 
are aftected before others; and that therefore, that part, is the principal ſeat 
of the Diſeaſe : Then, forasmuch as thefalling ofthe ſick, or caſting to the ground, 
and ſpaſins of rhe members and Y:ſcera, molt often follow that Inſenſibility great 
diſordet, or leaping forth, ofthe ſpirits, it follows that the animal Spirits alſo 
inhabiting the nervous Syſtem, are imbrued with the ſame exploſive Copala, and 
are drawn into conſent with thoſe inhabiting the brain it ſelf, and are excited by 
them, to exploſions.purely inordinate; although ſometimes ( by the whole ſer:es 
of Spirits, planted both in the brain and nervous ſtock, being like a long train 
of gunpowder, przdiſpoſed to exploſ®ns ) an exterior Spaſm, beginning a great 
way off, perhaps in ſome member or Inward, may afterwards be carried to the 
Brain, as ſhall be more fully ſhown hereafter. In the mean time, it is concluded, 
that the region of the Brain it ſelf, is always the primary ſeat of this Diſeaſe ; and 
that we ought to ſuppoſe, the conjunct cauſe of the Diſtemper, not to be water 
heaped up within the ventricles oSthe brain, nor a thick or clammy humour, im+ 
pacted in the paſſages of its pores : for ſach Cauſes are begotten by degrees, and 
therefore would ſhew ſome certain ſignes before-hand, of the firſt coming upon 
one : further, the aſſault of thefit being over, ſuch a matter could not be wholly 
diſcuſſed in ſo ſhort a time, but that from its reliques, ſome impediments of the 
animal function would remain, which indeed rarely happens in the Epilepſie,un- 
leſſe inveterate : but, for the exciting of the falling down, no lefſe can be imagi- 
ned,then that the animal Spirits, which flowing within the marrowie ſubſtance of 
the brain,perform the acts of the interior ſenſe, of the Imagination,and appetite, 
having gotten an heterogeneous Copula, ſhould be inordinately exploded, and fo 
they being diſturbed beyond their orders and ſtations, the Superior faculties of 
the animal regimen, mult ſuffer aneclipſe; then, from this greater exploſion of 
ſpirits, as it were from a fiery enkindling, other Spirits, inhabiting the marrowy 
and nervous appendix, being alſo ptzdiſpoſed ro exploſions, conceive the like 
diſorder, audin like manner, cauſe the exploſive Convulſive motions, of the con- 
taining Bodys. | 4 | Loh | | 

Fot although we conclude, that the middle of the brain, is always the prima- 
ry ſeat of the Epilepſie, and that from the beginning, themorbific matter is layd 


entifully ſpread thorow the head, enlarges its ſo that it being 
| on and there, and far and neer ſtretched out, Spaſmodic particles, -are caſt in- 
to the reft of the Brain, and alſo into the nervous ,, ro like gunpowder or ex- 
ploſive ſeed, whereby it comes to paſle, that at the firſt approach of that diſorder 
*of Spirits, Conyulſions follow, ſometimes in theſe, ſometimes in thoſe parts,and 
Mot rarely thorow the whole Body, fn 
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CHAPTER IIL 


The Differences of the Epilepſie, and the reaſons of ſome of 
the Symptoms are unfolded. Alſo its Curatory Method is 


repreſented. 


Hus far of the eſſence, and the Cauſes in generall of the Epilepſie, it ſhall be 
EE our next task, to explicate the difterences of this Diſeaſe, allo the rea- 
ſons ofiſome of the accidents, and Symptoms, belonging to it : to which we will 
laſtly add, Obſervations and Hiſtories of ſick people, with the method of Curing, 

The moſt notable difference of the Epilephie, is wont to be taken from the Subs 
jet, to wit, that the brain, or part of it, labouring with this diſeaſe, is eithet 
primarily, and Idiopathetically, or properly, attected, or ſecondarily, and noe 
but by conſent, with other parts - concerning the former kinde, we have hither= 
to diſcourſed, as tothe other, to wit, in which the faliing down ſeems to ariſe, 
from ſome place without the head, and thea lays hold of it ſecondarily, and as 
it were by a blaſt ſent from elſewhere ; it 15 to be obſerv'd, that this kinde of di- 
ſtemper ( as Galen hath noted ) proceeds either from the external, or internal 
parts : we meet with many examples of Epilepticks, in whom the fit being juſt 
coming upon them, a ſpaſm is felt, with a numneſs in the hand or toe, or other 
particular member , which preſently from thence, as it were with a pricking or 
tingling, creeps towards the head, which when it hath attained, immediately 
the fick party falls flat on the Earth, and is hurried into inſenſibility and diſorder 
of ſpirits, and other proper demonſtrations of the Symptom of the falling ſick- 
nels: neither is it a leſs uſuall proemien of this diſeaſe, that there firſt ariſes as it 
were a conflict, in the ſtomach, ſpleen, womb, inteſtines, genitalls, or other 
inwards; or that ſome kinde of perturbation is raiſed in ſome of them; then from 
that place, the aſcent of ( as it were ) a cAd air is perceived, to which diſtem- 
per, follows the acceſſion of the falling evill, with its moſt horrid proviſion of 
fymptoms: hence it was commonly believed, that the cauſe of the Epilepſie,lay hid 
inthe part, ſeen to be ſo primarily afteCted,and propagated its evil to the brain, 
of its {elf innocent. 


The Conjunts But in very deed, asto this, we muſt fay, that in every Epilepſie, not only the 
Cauſe of cke procatartick or remoter Caule, but alſo the conjunct, remains wholly in the 
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Brain z to wit, that the ſpirits inhabiting it, being diſpoſed to exploſions , and 
there being exploſed, bring on or Caule every falling Evill. As to thoſe przli- 
minary Symptoms in ſome Epileprical people, they ſometimes have the place of 
an Evident Cauſe, and ſometimes only of a figne : For when the evill diſpoſition 
of any inward, as the ſtomach,” ſpleen, or womb, happens withthe diſpoſition 
of the Epilepſie, as often as any perturbation is begun in that diſtempered In- 
ward, it eatily happens, by reaſon of a tranſmiſſion of the ferment from thence, 
or a continuation ofthe ſpaſm'to the head, an Epileptical fit is excited in the 
Brain prz-diſpoſed to act. 

But theſe kind of ſymtoms of the fallingevil,which being ſuſcitated from without, 
ſeem to propagate thediſtemper to theBrain,do often ariſe from the conſent of the 
Brain it felf,and are only ſigns of the approach of the Epileptical Fit,or of the ſpi- 
rits beginning to be exploded,in the brain: For when the animal ſpirits planted in 
the.middle parts of the Brain, and Cerebel, and alſo thoſe in the oblong pith or 
marrow, neer the beginnings of the Nerves, are ſo filled with an heterogeneous 
Copula, that, forthe Caſting of it off, they are ready to bring on the aſlault of 
the Diſeaſe, before they are all exploded heap by heap, ſome ſpirits lying more 
outward, in ſome private Nerves, becauſe they are deſtitute of the wonted in- 
flux of their ſuperiors, fall into certain inordinations, and ſo begin ſpaſms,which 
fpaſms ( as it is often the manner in this kinde of diſtemper ) begin at the extre- 
mities or ends of the Nerves, inſerted to this or that member, or Inward, from 
whence by degrees, they creep forward to their beginnings ; whether being come 


_ forth with the ſpirits, thorow the whole Encephalon, before diſpoſed to exploſtionty 
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being moved by that ſpaſms, and ſo being ſnatci'd away with a fiery enkindling, 
are ſuddenly exploded or thurſt ont ſo they ſeem to ſtir up the Epileptick Fit,be- 

inning at firſt from themſelves, as it were ſecondarily, andby inſtinct, brought 

rom fome other place. After this manner, ſometimes the Hiſterical paſſions, 
when beginning in the bottom of the belly, they are Communicated to the Brain, 
arethought to ariſe from thoſe Viſcera, and to be ſtirred up by their fault ; when 
in the mean time, the morbific cauſe ſubſiſts chiefly, about the beginnings of the 
Nerves, as we have elſewhere ſignified, and ſhall again ſhow hereafter, when 
we come to treat particularly of the Spaſmodick diſtempers. 


There yet remain other differences of the Falling ſickneſs, to wit, that it is &i- oye, a;gtwens 
ther bhzreditary, or acquired z again, either kind 1s variouſly diſtinguiſh'd,by rea- —_— Epi- 
c 


ſon of the Age, or cime, in which it firſt comes upon one, to wit, when the firſt !pfee. 
coming of.it happens before, or about the puberty, or being of ripe age, or af- 

ter it ; further as to the Efficacy of the diſeaſe, into ſtrong; and weak, for as much 

as the Paroxyſins or fits, are with, or without the diſorder of ſpirits, and falling, 

as to its inordinate manner, whoſe. aſſalts are wandring, and uncertain; moreo- 
ver, it is wont to be diſtinguiſhed, accordiug to the peculiar ſymptoms, in theſe, 

or thoſe ſick people, by reaſon of ſome diſpoſition, or manifold [diofyncraſy, or 

. propriety, ofthe Temperament. 8 

But from what has been ſaid before, of very many of the Symptoms, which are 
to be met within this Diſeaſe, the cauſes do eaſily appear, ſo that there will be 
no need here, to conſider all of them : but of fome of them, which ſeem more in- 
tricate; it will not be from the matter, to diſcourſe in this place. 

We will therefore firſt of all inquire, why thoſe ſick of this Diſeaſe, do not fall Why Epilep. 
as thoſe that are apoplectick, or have ſwounding fits, but are rather ſtricken ##c&-fa# | 
down with violence; againſt the Earth, or any other bodys, that are by chance joy wrong 
oppoſite tothem, as if they were ſmitten down by ſome wicked Spirit, ſo that **** 
very often, ſonie part of the head, or face, is hurt, with the violent fall : And 
thoſe ſo diſtempered, even. like the Damonaicks in the Goſpel, are frequently 
Aung into the fire, or the. water : but it may be heredeclared, that the Epilepticks 
become obnoxious to theſe kinde of evills, for that thefir coming upon them, all 

owledge or —— is taken from them; and further. the nerves neigh- 

uringto the head, being ſtrongly contracted, the whole bulk of the Body is car- 
ried away headlong - but in theSyncope, and Apoplexie, the fall ofthe diſtem- 
perd Body, ſeems as the rujnes of a building, which happens, by reaſon that its 
props are taken away : but indeed in the falling Sicknelle, it is no otherwiſe than 
if a houſe were overthrown, by the blowing up of Gunpowder, which is remo- 
ved much froni the place where it ſtood. | 

2ly. lt is commonly eſteemed a great pathognomick, or peculiar Symtom of From whence 
the Epilepſie, if when the diſeaſed: being fallen to the earth, and ſaffering moſt #5 From ee 
horrid Convulſions, there flows from the mouth, a ſpumous Spittle or foam, = ws, 
which indeed is thought to be preſſed from the Brain, being ſtrongly contraCtedh, 1,;;þ the fat. 
into the palate: But in truth, though it be granted, that this flux of ſpume be 1;ngfctaeſs 
very often a ſigne of the falling Sickneſle, yet it isnot ſo appropriated to this di- comes. 
ſeale, but that the ſame ſometimes happens in the Apo lexie, in deep fleep, in 
hyſterical diſtempers, and other convullive diſeaſes : Beſides, this kinde of Foam, 
does not deſcend from the Brain, for there isno paſlage open, by which it may 
paſs, -but from the Lungs being inflated, and elevated even to the Larinx, orthe 
top of the ſharp atterie, from whence ſpittle foams forth , with a certain fer- 
vency and ebulljtion : Far the fit of the falling evill growing urgent, when moſt 
of the nerves in the whole Body are drawn together, thoſe alſo that ſerve for the 
motions of the Lungs, and Diaphragma, ſuffer moſt cruel convulſions, and 
lifting up all the przcordia upwards, continue them almoſt immovable, in along 
Syſtole, fo that the breathing, and pulſe, cannot be at all perceived: In the 
mean time, becauſe the blood [traitried within the boſom of the hearr, diſterids it, 
and alſo almoſt choakes it. , the Lungs however hindred , that they catinot be 
- op after their wonted and natural manner, perform what they can, with a 

ick and haſty agitation,whereby the blood may be drawn forth ftom the Heart ; 
by which endeavour of theirs, the ſhaking aire, by the frequent or thick reſpira- 
tion, raiſes the viſcous,or clammy humidity into froth, like the ſhaking of the 
white of anegg ; by and by it lifts it —_—_ towards the Cavity of the _ 

an 
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and fo at laſt drives it out of doors : wherefore, a foam or ſpumous ſpittle does 
often ſucceed in other diſtempers, where the pneumonic or breathing nerves are 
either contracted, or are hindred from performing their Function. 
Why ſome ”# 3ly. Moreover, from theſame reaſon it comes to paſſe, that ſome Epulepticks 
5k th being fallen to the ground, beat moſt greviouſly their Breaſts with their Hands, 
Breaſts, and are hardly to be held from it : for when the Przcordia, being: troubled with 
the-Spaſm, and hindred that they cannot move themſelves, after their wonted 
manner, and the blood ſtagnating in them, -not without agreat oppreſlion of 
the heart, threatens a ſuflocation of Life; then ir is that the ſick ſtrikes their 
Breaſt, to wit, that the przcordia ſo ſhaken, and as it were moved upand down, 
might renew their motions, and ſo the blood might be relieved from its ſtagnari- 
on, and the heart from its heavy oppreſſion: and this is done after the fame man- 
ner, as when ſome that are ſleeping being rickled, or bit by a flea, unknown to 
- themſelves, preſently rub, or ſcratch the affected place. _ 
The hs or i Asto the Prognoſtication of thediſeaſe, we have already declared, that it is of 
—_ the very difficult Cure, which difficultly conſiſts in this, rhat the middle of the Brain 
th ( in which is the chief ſpring and fountain of the animal Spirits ) is very much 
debilitated, not only by the morbifick cauſe, but alſo by its effetts, to wit, the ſe- 
veral fits; and its pores looſened, ſo that they ly open for the entrance of every 
heterogeneous matter : and ſo the morbid diſpoſition it ſelf being confirmed, by 
the repeated Paroxiſms, and taking deeper root, it is hardly taken away. But 
it is to be bbſerv'd, that the Epilepſie ſomerimes terminates of it ſelf, and is ſome- 
times overcome by the help of medicines : which happens abour the age of puber- 
ty, and then only, ſo that, whoare not cured, that time being elapſed, that is be- 
fore the twenty fifth year of age, they ſcarce ever after recover their health, for 
about the time of ripe age, there is a twofold alteration of che humane Boudy,and 
therefore, there often happensa Solutionor looſing of the falling ficknelſle, or of 
any other diſeaſe deeply rooted : For firſt, at that time, the genital humour begins 
to be heaped together in the ſpermatick Veſſeils, from whence it follows, that 
the Spiritious particles, and what are wont to grow to them, nitro-ſulphureous 
and morbifick particles,are layd up, not only in the brain, but alſointhe teſticles: 
wherefore, ifthis heterogenious Copula of the Spirits, be more plentifully cary- 
ed to that new ſtorehouſe, from thence, the brain becoming free, often leaves 
the epileptical or otherways morbid diſpoſition. 2. About the time of ripe age, 
as the Blood pours forth ſomething before deſtinated for the brain, through the 
Spermatic Arteries, to the genitals, fo alſo it receives as a recompente, a certain 
ferment from thoſe parts, through the veins : to wit, certain particles imbued 
with a ſeminal tincture, are caryed back into the bloody maſs, which makes ir 
Vigorous, and inſpire into it a new and lively virtue, wherefore at that time, the 
gifts both of the Body and minde, chiefly ſhew themſelves ; Hairs break out, 
the voyce becomes greater, the courſes of women flow, and other accidents hap- 
P{n, whereby it is plain, that both the blood and nervous Juce, are impregnated 
with.a certain freſh ferment : wherefore, the morbific ferments or ſeeds, unleſſe 
they þe overcome by this new natural firment; they afterwards continue untame- 
able even to Death. L 
But that the Epilepſie is ſometimes cured by the help of medicines, Experience 
doth teſtifie : we ſhalt anon diſcourſe of the method of healing, and ſhew the rea- 
ſons of the moſt famous medicines ; in the mean time, as to what further belongs 
to the prognoltication of this Diſeaſe, if it end not about the time of ripe age; 
The Epilepſie neither can be driven away by the uſe of medicines, there happens yet a diverſe 
i changed in- EVENT In ſeveral fick Patients,for it either ends immediatly in Death,or is changed 
eo other Di Into ſome other Diſeaſe, to wit, the Palſie, ſtupiditie, or melancholly, for the 
ſeaſes. moſt part incureable. 
 Asto the former , whenas the fits are often repeated, and every time grow 
more cruell, the animal funCtion isquickly debilitated;-and from thence, by the 
taint, by degrees broughton the Spirits, and the Nerves ſerving the Przcordia, 
the vital function is by little and little enervated, till at length, the whole body 
languiſhing, and the pulſe being looſned, and ar length ceaſing, at laſt the vi- 
tal flame is extinguiſhed. 
Bur that this Diſeaſe often ends in the Palſie, melancholly, or madneſſe, the 
reaſon is, becauſe the tone, and confirmation of the brainis depraved, by the of- 
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ten exploſions of the animal Spirits, andat length its natural tate is ſo pervert- 
ed, that, by the morbiſick particles of another Kinde alſo admitted, the ſpirits 
are fixed, nor are any more exattly prone to exptotions, but rather lometimes,by 
a contrary vice introduced, their Elattick virtue 1s too much wanting, fo that 
they become dull and flugziih beyond meaſure z even,as oftentimes the intempera- 
ture of the blood, being more cold than it ſhould be, admits the more intenſe 
burning ofa feavour : and indeed, theſe depreſſions of the ſpirits happens partly 
by their own proper fault ; for that their more agill particles being too much ex- | 
ploſed, the more dull or neavy are only lefr, and from them they are {upplyed, | if 
but partly, as we have faid, they happen from the fault of the brain ; for thar ; | 
its pores and paſages, arc {odilated and opened, from the often paroxiſms of 
this falling evill, that afterwards, there is an open palilage made, for any hete- 
rogeneous, and divers kindes of morbiſick . particies, to enter with the Ner- x 
Vous Juce. | | 
Thus much for the Diagnoſis and Prognoſis, the deſcription and judgment of of the Curs- 
the Epilepiie, or falling fickneile ; in the unfolding of which, it was neceiſary to try part of the 
bring reaſons not alcogether abſtruſe, and different from the common Pathologie, £7 /-2/s- vet if 
neither are we conſtrained to receade, in the Therapeatick or Curatory part of fl ki 
this Diſeaſe, from the common and ufnall method of curing, in other Diltem- we || 
pers : But in truth, the preſcriptions of ſuch who follow the ordinarily received | 
Opinions,by which, for the molt part, they endeavour to carry away, and whol- 
ly to eradicate the morbific matrer, by Catharticks only, do little or nothing a- 
vail in the falling ſickneſs, yea they are wont frequently to be hartfull to it. I 
have known ſome famous PraCtirioners, omitting wholly the ſeries of the Curato- | 
ry intentions, betake themſelves to certain Empirical Remedies, without any n 
foreſight of the whole : this kind of praCtiſe, tho ſometimes it ſucceeds happily, l 
would much more certainly perform the propoſed cure, if the Body being right- ; 
ly prepared, they ſhould in like manner take away all Impediments, by other me- | 
dicines. 
Wherefore, the Indications concerning the Cure of the Falling Sickneſle, ſhall 4 
be ( as they are Commonly ſer down )either Curatory, which have reſpect to the | 
Fit, and drive it away either coming on, or when upon them, to ſet it going the 1 1.4 Ih 
ſooner : or prophylactic or preventory, which have reſpect to the Caule of > 1.60 
the Diſeaſe, which if they can take away, its acceſſions will be inhibited after- s T ; 
wards. $6. FR 
A general evacuation has ſcarce any place in the former Intention, for inthe "ve 4 
fit neither a Vomir,or Purge, and very rarely the opening a veine, are wont to be 4977 | 
admiaiſtred ; if the amazed '!nſenlibility and diſorder continues very long, fome- 6; 4.08 
times a Clyſter is wont to be uſed, but what that chiefly aimes at is, to tix the 
too fierceand Volatil animal Spirits,andallo to ſuppreſs their begun Zxploſions: 
For which ends, two kinde of Remedies chiefly are naade uſe of, to wit, Firſt, ſach 
as repreſs the animal ſpirits, being too apt to grow firce and to leap forth, and 
repell them with ſome perfnme thar is ingratefull ro them, and Compell them in- 
to order : which thing indeed medicines imbued with a volatile, or armoniack 
ſalt, oralſo with a vitriolic ſulphur do effeft, of which kinde are falt and oyle of 
Amber, Spirirs of Blood, Harts-horn, Sut, tincture of Caſtor, and ſuch like : for 
theſe being inwardly taken, or put to the nole, often times bring help, and the 
evill Spirits of this Diſeaſe, are thought to be driven away, even as in Tobit, the 
Deviil was by the fume of the gall of a fiſh. Secondly, the animal ſpirits are calPd 
away, or hindred from their begun exploſions, when they are allured, or held 
buſied in ſome work, they are accuſtomed to : wherefore,the fit urging, frictions 
being uſed and for ſome time continued, thorow the whole body, do often help - 
Bat ſome that iet upright the diſeaſed, an4 altogether hold or reſtrain their 
Arms and legs, from their Convullive motion, or hold them violently in this or 
that poſture; that alſo b!ow things into their noſes to make them fneeſe, and 
power down ſtrong Cordialsat the mouth, and apply either Cupping glaſſes, and 
Scarrifications, and handle more ſharply with other manner of adminiſtrations 
thoſe ſick people, and diſturb the manner of the fit, 1 ſay this kinde of praCtiſe is 
moſt often too roughly in{tiruted or ordained : becauſe after this manner, there is 
a double trouble pur upon nature, to wit, one from the diſeaſe, and the other not 
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to be ſuffer'd to paſs over after its own manner, and the ſick to endure but one 
trouble only, 

Truly the chiefeſt care of aPhyſitian, and efficacy of medicines 1s uſed zhout 
the prevention of this Diſeaſe, that the cauſe being raken away, or its roct cut 
off, all the fruits _— wither ; medicines requifit to this Indication, relpect ma- 


ny Intentions, which may yet be reduced, to thoſe two chiet heads : to wit, in the 
firſt place, that the enkindling or matter of the diſeaſe, being fupplyed immedi- 
ately from the vicious Blood,or nervous Juice,and mediately trom the viſcera,and 
firſt paſſages, be cut off; then in the ſecond place, that the evill diſpolition of the 
Brain, and the ſpirits its Inhabitants, which is peculiar to the Epilepliz, be ta- 
ken away. 

As tothe firſt Indication, here Vomits, purges, and other things, both evacu- 
ating, and altering, yea phlebotomy, and Cauteries, have plzce ; for as much as 
by theſe means and ways, the impurites both of the viſcera, and humours are ſub- 
duedor brought away ; and their dyſcraſie or evill diſpoſition amended : for al- 
though theſe kinde of medicines, and medical! adminiltrations, rarely or never 
cure the Epilepſie, by themſelves, yet thoſe take away impediments, ſer natute 
upright, and incite her to encounter her enemy ; alſo,they prepare the way, that 
ſo ſpecific Remedies might more certainly, and efficaciouſly ſhew. their virtues ; 
whereforeuſually, whillt they take cate to cure this diſeaſe, with ſecrets and hid- 
denmyſteries, they make uſe of thoſe kinde of medicines between whiles, in the 
ſpring, and autumn, and other fit times. 

2ly. Asto ſpecific Remedies, which indeed only, though not allways, are able 
to reach the Epilepſie and to ſubdue it ; of which ſort arethe male Pzonie, Miſile- 
tow, Rew, Caſtor, the Claws of an Elk, preparations of a dead mans Skull, Am- 
ber, Corrall, with many others. Foraſmuch as theſe are taken without any 
Jenſible evacuation, or alſo perturbation, following in the viſcera or humours, ic 
215a.wonder, by what formal reaſon, or virtue of acting, they are wontat any time 
to help in this diſeaſe. 

Concerning this matter, intricate and obſcure enough, if there may be place 
for Conjecture, when as we have already aſſerted, the procatartick Cauſe of the 
Epilepſte, to conſiſt inthe heterogeneous Copula, joyning or cleaving to the ſpi- 
rits, inhabiting the Brain, and inciting them to preternatural exploſions ; it fol- 
lows, that thoſe things which take away, or reſiſt ſuch a cauſe, muſt be of that 
nature, that by ſtrengthening the brain, and binding up its pores, raay exclude 
that Copula, andſo fix, and as it were binde the ſpirits, flowing within the mid- 
dle or marrow of the Brain, from leaving their Copula, that they ſhall not be a- 
ny more apt or prone,to irregular exploſions ; Perhaps after the ſame manner,as 
when gunpowder or aurum fulminans being pounded with ſulphure, or ſprinkled 
with ſpirit of Vitriol loſes its thundering virtue. And indeed, theſe kind of pro- 
perties, to wit, one or both of them, may be ſuſpected, yea, in a manner dereCt- 
ed, inmoſt anti-epileptick Remedies : For truly, Pzony, Misſletow, Rue, the Lil- 
ly of the vally, with many athers, abound in a certain manifeſt aſtriCtion, thar 
"tis likely, their Particles being taken inwardly, and ſodilated to the brain, by 
the Vehicle ofthe blood, and nervous Juice, do ſo binde, and ſhut up its too looſe 
and open pores, that afterwards, they do not ly open, for the Paſlage of the 
morbifick matter : Beſides, forthat theſe vapourous Concerts, breath forth as 
it were an armodiack ſcent or ſcattering, therefore they are ſayd to purific the a- 
nimal ſpirits, to fix them, and to ſtrengthen them, having put off their hetero- 
geneous Copula : This virtue purifying the ſpirits, proceeding from an armoniac 
ſalt, is more apparent in Remedies, which are taken from the famuly of Minc- 
ralls, and Animalls, ſuch are the preparations of the humane Skull, of blood, 
amber, and coral, as the other more binding,rather exiſts, in the parts and prepa- 
rations of Vegitables. 

It will not be needfull here, for the curing of the Epilepſie, to propoſe a com- 
pleat method of healing, with exact forms of preſcriptions, becaule there are ex- 
rant every where among Authors, general precepts, and moſt choyce Remedics, 
andthe Prudent Phyſitian will eaſily accomodate, both the Indications, and that 
plentifull proviſion of medicinal ſtuff, to the particular Caſes of the ſick. Eur be- 
cauſe we have exhibited a quite new Theorie- of this Diſeaſe, here alſo ought to 


be rendred a Curatory method fited for it ; which we ſhall deſcribe by and by any 
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fully, after we have ſhewn you ſome-caſes or Hiſtories, of people ſick of the Epi- 
leplie. 
well, till about her coming to ripe age, about that time, ſhe began to complain 
of her head being ill : And firſt of all,the felt neer the fore part of her head, by firs, 
a Vertigo or giddineſſe; whereby all things ſeemed to run round ; and alſo whilſt 
this Symptom continued, ſhe was wont to talke idlely, and to forget whatever ſhe 
had but juſt done ; Theſe kinde of firs at firſt paſs'd away within a quarter ofan 
hower , and came again only once or twice in a month, in the interval of which 
ſhe was well enough : Afterwards, the aſlalts being made more grievous, by de- 
rees, they alſoreturn'd more often, and within half a year, her brain being 
dayly more weakened, this giddinefſe or turning round, was plainly chang'd into 
the Epilepſie, that the ſick being ſtruck down to the ground, at every fit, was af- 
feed with Inſenſibility,and horrid convulſions, and alſo with foam at the mouth. 
The Domelticks obſerv'd, that ſhe allways fell on the ſame fide, ſathat ſiting neer 
the fire, if ſhe ſate in the right Corner ſhe would be flung in the midlt of the fire, 
but if in the left Corner, ſhe fell againſt the wall of the Chimny : once when be- 
ing left alone in the houſe,ſhe fell upon the burning Coals, and ſo miſerably burne 
her face, and forepart of her head, that the skull being made bare ofthe skin and 
fleſh, a deepand large eſcar was burnt into it : and afterwards the outer ſhell of 
it fell off a hands bredth. In the mean time the ſick maid, ſo long as the ulcers 
contracted by the burning, ran with filthy matter, ſhe was free from the fits, but 
afterwards, they being healed up, the falling evill returned : This Diſeaſe began 
firſt to ſhew it ſelf about the time of puberty; for this maid, preſently after the 
begining of it, had her Courſes, and afterwards they conſtantly obſerved their 
ſet times,though her diſtemper grew dayly worſe : Various kinds of medicines be- 
- adminiſtred to this fick Creature, availed nothing, becauſe it was the 
cuſtome and practiſe, of her, and her friends, quickly to change both the Phyſiti- 
an, and method of Phyſick, if an happy event did not preſently follow, and to be- 
take themſelves very much to every Empirick, and outlandiſh Mountebanks. 

That in this Caſe, the Vertigenous Diſtemper, with a ſhort delirium , was 
the forerunner of the Epilepkie, it plainly argues, the original of this Diſeaſe be- 
ing planted in the middle of the brain, to depend upon a certain inordination of 
the Spirits; to wit, thoſe dwelling there, at the begining, begun to admit an he- 
terogeneous Copula ; which being more plentifully heaped up, being moved ei- 
ther of its own accord, or occaſionally, while it was ſhaken off, induced, by rea- 
ſon of the ſpirits being diſturbed, and not yet very exploſive thoſe former diſtem- 
pers; Afterwards, from the ſame cauſe, by degrees growing worſe, the pertur- 
bations of the Spirits did raiſe up their manifeſt exploſions, and chang'd the ver- 
tigo, and Delirium, into the Epilepſie. . 

But that this maid began to be ſick, about the time of ripe age, it hence evi- 
dently follows, as the natural ferment, ſo ſometimes the przternatural, expli- 
cates it ſelf, firſt at that time ; wherefore, as it happens, that the menſtruous 
purgations doe then firſt break forth; ſo the ſeeds of the falling ſickneſſe, whether 
innate or acquired then budded forth a little, and by degrees were ripened into 
fruit : when the przternatural Ferment firſt appears, ofttimes the natural fol- 
lowing; blots it out, hence the Epilepſie of young ones, often ends about the time 
of puberty or ripe age, but if that Firment, or taint of the diſeaſe, comes after 
the menſtruous flux, or together with it; and ceaſes not preſently, it remains for 
the moſt part afterwards, during Life, of it ſelf untameable, and not to be over- 
come by any Remedies. | | ; 

From this obſervation, that a Cautery accidentally, and by chance being made 
on this ſick party, freed her from the fits of the Diſeaſe, it may be inferr'd that 
fontanel]s or Iſſnes, may be profitably adminiſterd, in the Cure of the Epilepſie- 
for whereſoever an <miſlary is opened, for the conſtant carying away of the ſe- 
rous water, both from the blood, and nervous juce, there very many heteroge- 
NeOus __ morbifick particles, low out with it, that therefore the brain might 
remain free. | 


The Daughter of a Brewer of Oxford, had been very obnoxious to a Rheume 2.0bſerphtics; 


falling into her eyes, from her Infancy, otherwiſe ſtrong aud ſound enough, alſo 
accuſtomed dayly to hard labour, about the 14th. year of her age, ſhe began * 


A fair maid, ſprung from parents indifferently healthful, being her ſelf very .Obſervation: 
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be tormented with Epileptick fits, of which ſhe fuftcred neer the greater changes 
of the moon, eſpecially then returning : Being asked to endeavour her Cute, I gave 
hera Vomit of precipitate Solar; and order d 1t to be renewed three days before 
every new,and full moon beſides that ſhe ſhould take at every turne, for four days 
after rhe Vomit, twice in a day, a dram of male-Pzonie root in powder, with 2 
draught of black Cherry w: ter. By theſe remedies, the fits ſo long intermirred, 
that the Diſeale ſeem'd to be Cured. Afrerwards when they returned again, ſhe 
was agaih recovered by the uſe of thoſe medicines : and then the menſtruous flax 
breaking ſorth, and obſerving its true periods, ſhe remained for the future, tree 
from that diſcale, 


The Therapeutic or Curatory Method. 


N the Curing of the Epilepſic, I judg it fit to begin with a Cathartick, and if 
| 5 lick can calily bear vomiting, firlt let an Emetick be adminiſtred, and for ſe- 
veral months, let it be repeated, four days before the full of the Moon. For In- 
fants, and youths, may be preſcribed wine of Squills, mixed with freſh Oyle sf 
Sweet Almonds, or alſo of Salt of YVitriol, from half a Scruple, to 1. Scruple : For 
thoſe of riper years and of a ſtronger Conſtitution may be preſcribed the fol- 
lowing forms of Medicines. Take of {ocus mettalorum, or of Mercurins vite 
gr. 11. tovi. of Aercurims Dulcis grain xvi. JI. let them be bruled together in a 
mortar, mix it with the pap of a roſted Apple or of {onſerve of Burage 1. make 
a Bolus; or you may take an Infuſion of Crocus e Mettalorum or Mecurins Vite made 
in Spaniſh wine from 7 {. to Z1 6. or take of Emetich Tartar of Mynſicht gr. iv. to 
vi. who are of a tenderer conititution, let them take of the Salt of Yitriol 1. to 
3 13, and half an hour after let them drink ſeverall pints of poſlet drink : then with 
a feather or finger put down the throat , ler vomiting be provoked, iterate 
it often. 

The day following the vomiting, unleſs any thing ſhall prohibit, let blood be 
taken out of the Arm, or from the hxmorhod veins with a Leech - then' the next 
day afterlet a purging medicine be taken, which afterwards may be repeated 
conltantly, four days before every new Moon. 

Take Reſme of Falop Yi. Mercurins Dulcis 1. of Caſtor gr. iii. of Conſerve of the 
Flowers of Peony % 1. make it into a Bolus. Takepill fetida the greater Y ii. of Hy- 

ſterica what will ſuffice, make thereof v. pills. Take of the ſtrings of black helle- 
bore macerated in Vinegar, dry*d,and powder'd & {. of Ginger 5. of the Salr of 
Wormwood gr. Xi. of the Oy! of Amber drops ii. make a powder, let it be given in 
the pap of an Apple. Take of the powder of Hermodattils compound & 1. of hu- 
me Scull prepar'd gr. vi. make a powder, let it be given ina draught of the de- 
cotion of Hyſſop, or Sage. 

On thole days that they donot pnrge, eſpecially about the time of the changing 
of the Moon, let there be adminiſtred Specifick Remedies morning and evening, 
which are ſaid to cure this Diſeaſe, wirh a certain innate end ſecret virtue : of 
theſe thereare extant a very great company, and are preſcribed in various forms 
of Compoſitious. 

The moſt ſimple Medicines, which Experience hath found to be very Efficaci- 
ous, are the root of the male Peony, aud the ſeeds of the ſame. Take of the Roor of 
the Male Peony dryed and powder'd 5 1. to 1i. or iii. let it be given twice a day in 
the following Tincture. Take of the leave of Meſſletow of the Oak Z ii. of the root 
of Peony \lic'd 5 þ. of Caſtor 5 1.iet them be put into a cloſe Veſſel with fimple water 
of Betony or Peony, and white-wine Each iþ i. of the Salt of Miſletow, of the Oake 
or the Common /Miſjletow 5 ii. let them digeſt cloſe in hot ſand for ii. days, let them 
take £5 111. with a doſe of the aforeſaid powder. 

Poor people may take of the aforeſaid powder, in a decoction of Hyſop or Ca- 
ſtor, made with fair water and white-wine. 

At the fame time, let the Root of Peony be cut into little bits, and being ſtrung 
upon a thrid, hung about the neck. Alſo let the Roots being fryed in a pan, or 
boyled tender, be eaten dayly with their meat. 

Take of the Roots and Seeds of the male Peony each 5 ii. of Mſletow of the Oahe, 
of the hoof of Elk Zi.cach let them be fliced and btuſed,and pnt into a thin ſilk bag, 
and hang at the pit of the Stomack. Among 
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Among the ſpicificks, this powder is greatly commended by many Authors. Powders. | | 
Take of Caſtor Opoponax, Dragons blood, Antimony, and the ſeed of Peony, each a- | we | 
like, make a powder, of which may be taken 5F 6.051. every morning, with Tels 
wine, or ſome proper decoCtion, or with black Cherry water. 

Take of a maxs Skull prepar'd Zi, of Miſſletow of the Oake, of Counterfeit Cinaber, 
of an Elks (law, each 5 8. ſo mingle them. The doſe is 5 6. to i. 

If the form of powder be diſtaſtful to any one; or if it ſhould become loathſome | | 
by the long ule of it, Elettnaries, Pills, Troches, Spirits, and Elixirs, each of | 
which agree with fpecifick medicines, are wont to be preſcribed. | | 
, Take of the Conſerve of the male Paony, of the Lilly of the Yalley, each 2 iii. of Flefuaries, | 
the ſeedand root of the male Peony powder'd ezch 7 ii. prepared Corall 7 i. of the | 
powder of Pearls, and of humane Skull prepared, each Y ii. of the ſalt of Mifiletow, | | 
of the Oake 3 16. with what will ſuffice of the Syrop of Corall, make an Elefttrary, 

Rt them take of it morning and evening, the quantity ofa Nutmeg. 


Take of the powder of the roor of the male Peony & i. of the ſeeds of the fame Z kn; 146 
of £24:ſletow of the Oake. of an Elks claw, of humane Skyll, prepared, each 3 ii, ' 1:44 
of the roots of Angelica, Contrayerva, Verginian Snakeweed, each 5 i. of thewhiteſt WH 
Amber, of Calcined Corall each 3 i. of the Common Salt of Miſſletow, 3 ii. of Sugar , "008 


Cendy £ viii. diſſolved in what will ſuffice, of the Antiepilepticall water of Langins, + 99 
Make a ConfeCtion, of which take twice ina day, the quantity of a Nutmeg. bor hu 
| Theſe powders, by adding to them, the Salt o ks. and Harts-horn, with Pils;, M11 
what will ſuffice of Balſome Capivi may be formed into a pillulary Maſs, of which Wig 1210 
may betaken 111. or 1v. pills, in the morning andevening, drinking after them a 1% 
draught of fome appropriat Liquor. | if 
- Orof thoſe ſorts may be prepared an Elx:r, of which may be taken viii. drops 1 | 
to x. twice ina day, in aſpoonful of a proper F«lup, drinkinga little of it after it. - ORE ; 
Fake of Hungarian Vitrriol vi. pints, let them be diſtill'd with a glaſs retort in Elixir, , | 
hot ſand for 24. hours, then let the ſame retort, being defended or done over | | 
with Clay, be put with a largereceiver in a reverberating Furnace, that the acid | 
ſpirits may be forced with a moſt ſtrong fire, till they come forth. The whole Li- 
yor being diſtilled, let it be drawn off in hot ſand, in a leſſer glaſs retort, and let 7s 
there be poured into the Matrace, of the roots of e Hale-Paony, cut into pieces 8 
and dryed Z iiii. of the ſeed of the ſame 5 i. of humane Skull prepared, of Elks claws, v7 
and Red Corall each 5 6. Mſſletow of the Oak, 7 ii. let it digeſt with a gentle heat 08 4 
for ſeveral days, to the extraction of a titifture, the Liquor being decantated, WAS 5 
let it bedrawn off in a glaſſe Retort to athird part remaining : being ſtilled forth 5 | 
keepit by it ſelf: to thoſe Remains Pour of the rectified Spirit of wine a little | 17408 
quantity, impregnated with the Infuſion of the ſame ingredients, and letit di- ey * 
geſt for ſix days in horſe-dung, the doſe of which is I 6. to I i. Thediſtilled Li- 
quor may be given from half a ſpoonful to a whole ſpoonful, for the ſame Intene 
tions. fs 
Or let there be prepared an oyl, out of the Salt of Venus or Copper, according to " } 
the deſcription of Henry Van Heers, andgiven as there preſcribed, 
Among the ſpecifick Remedies, which ( when the former ſhall not be profita- On: i 
ble ) ought alſo to be tryed, are the Zivers of Frogs, the Gall of a Bore, dryed with 7% Vs 
Urine, The powder of Bryony Root. The powder of a Cuccow, of Crows ; the runner bh, 4 
and lights of a Hare, the Liver of a Wolf, ſtones taken out of Swallows, the Liver of Be.” ! 
a Kite, the Eggs of Crows, with many more, to be dayly taken with food or, Me» ol 
dicine; a famous Catalogue of which is extant of Henry Van Brays, a Phyſitian A 14) L 
of Zutphen : and from which, preſcripts for poor people, may be taken, eaſie to ©5124 
be prepared, and without great coſt. 4s 
Whilf theſe kinde of Remedies are to be taken inwardly, -according to the a- IT! 
foreſaid method, ſome outward adminiſtrations being applyed, bring help, and ind 
are deſervedly admitted to part of the cures ; therefore, allways Iſlues are madein $946 
this diſeaſe, in one fit place or other, and alſo more often Veſicatories or Bliſters. | \'F| 
. Amulets hung about the neck, or born at thepit of the Stomach, are thought Amulers; "= 
to be uſeful : The freih R oors of Peony cut into little ſquares, and being ſtrung like k 
bracelers, and hunground about the neck, and as ſoon as they are dry, let new \ 
be put in their places, and they being reduced to powder, may be taken inward- 
Iy : Take of the roors and ſeeds of Peony each 7 H. of an Elks claw, and humane Skult 13all, 
prepared, each 3 i. of <f;ſſetow of the Oak; 3 8. let then be beaten into groſs 1d > 
powder bi 10h 
Y 


— 
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powder, and ſowedin a piece of red filk, and like a little bag let it be hanged a- 
bout the neck. GE ELAS j 

| An Amudet of a ſtalk. of the Elder, found growing in the Willow-tree, is greatly 
Commended. ; 

It agrees with ſome, to have their heads ſhaven and a plaſter applied to the 
fore:part. Take of the root and ſeeds of Peony, of Caſtor, Miſſletow of the Oak, of 
humane-skull moſt finely powder'd, each 3 i. of beronie plaſter F ii. Caranna T acama- 
bacca, each 3 ii. Balſum (apive, what will ſuffice, make a .maſs, and let it be 
ſpread upon leather, make a plaiſter for the ſuters of the Head. 

Let the Temples and Noſtrills, be often anointed with Oy! of Amber, by it ſelf 
or mixed with oy/ Capive. Ew; | 

Sneezing Powders, and ſuch as purge the head gf Rhume, are to be uſed dayly in 
the Mornings : Take of white Hellebore 7 i. of Caſtor, and Euphorbinm, each 3 þ. the 


. leavesof ſweet Marjorum, and Rue, each 3 ii. make a powder ; make a decoction 


of Sage or Hyſſop, with 2Avuſtard diſlolved in it, with which gargle the mouth 
and throat. ood 

A Gliſter may be ſometimes uſed, as need ſhall require. Ko | 

Sometimes the more ſolid Medicines are ro be moiltned with liquide; or they 
ought to be drunk after them, for which end, diſtilled waters ſhould be at hand, 
Fulups, Tinftures, or Decoftions,, which areendued with a certain Specific Virtne 
againſt this Diſeaſe. | 

Take of Hungarian Vitriol four pound, of the powder of freſh hnmane-ſkll, four 
ounces, of the root of Peony ſliced, ſix ounces, let them be bruiſed together in a 
morter, put to them either of Spaniſh wine, or ſmall white-wine, or wine made of 
the juce bf lack-Cherries, a quart ; being fermented in a veſſell, let it be diſtilld 
in a glaſs retort, in hot ſand. _ TT ©: 

Take of the ſhavings of box-wood; of Hungarian vitriol, each two pound, of the 
Miſſletow of the Oak, ot the Common-2iſſlletow leaves, three handfulls, of Rue two 
handfulls, being bruiſed together, put to it of Spaniſh wine 4 pints : Let them be 
diſtill'd in aglaſs Cucurbit with hot ſand. | 

Take bf {ommon Yitriol ſix pound, of the roor.of the male-peony ſix ounces, of 


b__ for ſome time tryed, andaltogether in vain, you muſt cometo Remedies of 
anot 


ters are able todo, I have notobſery'd, either by my own or others experience. 
Perhaps 
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Perhaps I have made tryal |. that our Artificial Spaws, ſometimes have been a- 
vailable in Curing the Epilepſie, to wit, both thoſe impregnated with Iran, and 
alſo with «Aatimony, and taken in a great quantity, for many days. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Of other kinds of Convulſions, and firſt of the Convulſive 
Motions of Children. | | 


* Frer the Epilepſie, as it wete the principal Spaſim, in the chief place excited; 
L Xfowit, within the middle part of the brain, the other Kindes of Convulſions 
come to be treated of inorder.The differences of thoſe,are belt taken from a two- 
. fold kinde of cauſe, and the various manners,andaccidents of either. We have ak 
ready ſhown, that all Spaſmodic diſtempers,do flow,either from the meer irritation ha) 
of the ſpirits or from their exploſion, by reaſon of the cleaving of anElaſtick Copula | 
to them, or jointly from both,together : wherefore, the manifold Ideas of Spaſms; vt v.08 
may be diſtinguiſhed, and diſtributed into certain Claſſes, as it happens for this, 
or that cauſe, or either together, to remain in the various places of the Encepha- 
lon, or the nervous Appendix. For indeed, the Spaſmodic matter, or the explo- | | 
ſive Copula of the Spirits, finding a paſſage chiefly, and moſt often thorow: the HR. 
Brain, and ſometimes in ſome meaſure thorow the extremities of the nerves,ſub- 
ſiſts either abour the origine of the nerves, or their middle proceſſes , or their 
outmolt ends, or abounds in their whole paſſages, as ſhall be by and by more 
particularly declared : Further, an irritation tiring up Convulſions by it ſelf, or 
with a previous remote cauſe, although it be made every where in the nervous 
ſtock; yet it chiefly, and more frequently produces ſuch an effect, about the be- 
ginings, middle proceliles, and foldings, or ends of the Nerves. But the ſame 
Kinde of Cauſe andeffeCts, are after one manner in infants and children, and a- 
nother in youths, and thoſe of riper age. Since thereſore we have determined, | 
particularly to conſider, all the kindes of Convulſions, we /will firſt diſcourſe of MF 
the Convulſive motions of Infants, and Children. (0 
Infants, and children, happen ſo ordinarily, and frequently to be tormented Tn j 
with Spaſmodick Diſtempers, that this is reconed the chief, and almoſt the on- 
ly Kinde of Convulſions ; for the Symptoms of this kinde, in other more ripe peo- 
ple, are wont to be called by other known Names, and referred to the Epilepfie, 
yſterick, hypochondriac, Collic paſſions, or alſo to the Scurvie : but in chil- 4 
dren,they are called, asit were by way of Excellency, Convulſions. * I | 
As to this we mult obſerve, that children are found to be greatly obnoxious i Polnt 
to Convulſions, chiefly about two ſeaſons, to wit, within the firſt month after F. ic | 
they are born, or about their breeding of Teeth : Although it often happens, F&Þ | 
that the aſſaulrs of this Diſeaſe, may come alſo at other times, and from certain VER | 
other Cauſes. 3 [1 
In the firſt place therefore, it very often happens, that children newly born, ow” 8 
or at leaſter'e they are two months old, are afflicted at every turn with Spaſins, 
excited in divers parts for that inverſions of the eyes, diſtortions of the cheeks, {01 0F | 
and Lipps, or tremblings, yea ContraCtions of the Tendons, and frequent jerk- FT [ 
ings or leapings forth of the members, and ſudden ſhakings of the whole Body, "- { s 
infeſt them ; and that the ſame effect likewiſe ſometimes affliits the precordia, We 
appears plain enough, becauſe whillt the Spaſms buſie the Limbs, aud outward [3-3 | 
members, alſo the face becomes now pale, now ofa livid, or dead Colour, from F FOR: 
the blood ſtagnating in the heart, and the Lungs being at that time contracted. 1866 
As therefore, Spaſms are wont to infeſt three Regions of the Body in children, + 708 
to wit, the parts of the head and face, the outward members and Limbs, and W Faul | 
the Przcordia and viſcera, we obſerve now theſe regions, now thoſe; now, two it oy » © 
or all together to be poſſeſſed, by the morbific Cauſe, to wit, asit is fixed, either + 118 
about the beginings, or ends of the —_ ; and when the former of theſe —_— Wal || 
Pens; V4 i 


morbifick Caule. 
As to the other Cauſes of this Diſtemper, to wit, the procataric andevident, 
thoſe of the former Kinde, do chiefly conſiſt in two things, firſt that all the parts 
of the Head in infants are very weak, and abound with a viſcous humidity ; to 
wit, the Brain leſs firm, and the tone ofthe nerves very looſe, fo that they are 
not able to bear the more light force of every matter, but the Spirits inhabiting 
them, are caſily incitcd into irregular motions or Spalims, by the proper liquour, 
wherewith thole parts arc watered, if it flows never ſolittle immoderately, or at 
leaſt more plentifully, than for the meaſure of {o little ſtrength. But 1n the ſe- 
cond place, becauſe it appears by obſervation, that children, not only, nor all, 
who are of a more tender Conſtitution, are.found to be prone to this Diſeaſe, 
therefore, this onght to be rather accounted for a reaſon, of the more remote 
morbid Cauſe, that the Blood, and nervous Juce, are originally vicious, in ſome 
Infants, by reaſonof evills coutraCted from the womb : For that the ſanguineous 
maſs, wanting eventilation for many months paſt, becomes impure in children 
newly born; wherefore, broad and Red puttings forth, like the ſmall pocks, ſhew 
themſelves through the whole skin, in molt children, ſoon after they are born ; 
to which ſort of wealks, or effloreſcences, if they are hindred, or repreſſed, often- 
times dangerous exulcerations, about the parts of the mouth follow. Hence we 
may deſervedly ſuſpect, ſuch impurities of the blood, ſometimes to be poured 
torth into the brain, and uervous ſtock, conſidering their debility, and for that 
reaſon Spaſmodic Diſtempers to ariſe ; to wit, whilſt the blood being vitious 
from the womb, endeavours to purifie it ſelf, it transfers its feculencies into the 
head, which were wont to be exterminated by the putting forth the Red-gum, 
or rcd ſpreadings thorow the skin ;: Wherefore, a water now thin, and Serous, 
now thick and iticking, and either participating of preternatural Salts and ſul- 
phures, is fayd up within theſe or thoſe receſſes, and Cavities of the Brain, Ce- 
rebel, and oblong pith, the recremeuts of which, when they begirt the beginings, 
or ends of this or that nerve, and ſometimes many together, afhx on the Spirits 
inhabiting them, heterogeneous particles, and apt for Spaſmodic or Convulſive 
exploſions. For as ſoon as the nerves have deeply imbibed ſuch particles, the ſpi- 
rits being burthened with their Copula, endeavour either of their own accord, 
or being, incited by evident Cauſes, to thruſt, and ſhake it off; and ſo they enter 
into Spaſmodic, or Convulſive exploſions. 

The evident Cauſes, which bring on Convulſive motions in children prxdiſ- 
poſed, are of two Kindes, iz. In the firſt place, whatſoever ſtir up unwonted 
efterveſcencies of the blood, whether theyHe exceſſes of heat or cold, a too plen- 
tifull nouriſhment, or hotter then ſhould be, the changes of the air, and weather, 
and chiefly the periodical times of the Moon ; for by reaſon of theſe, and other 
the like occaſions, the Blood growing more hot than by right it ſhould be, affixes 
ſooner to the Spirits an heterogeneous Copula, even to a fullneſs, and cauſes it 
preſently to be ſtruck off, and exploded, by them throughly diſturbed. 2ly. An 
Irritation, in almoſt every part of the -nervous Syſtem, does not ſeldome bring 
into Act, a Spaſmodic or Convulſive Diſpoſition : 'wherefore, not only an ex- 
ceſsof tangible qualities, outwardly infliſted, but the milk Coagulated in the 
ſtomack, choler, or other ſharp humours, or alſo wormes knawing the Inteſtines, 
are wont to excite Spaſms or Convulſions : Beſides, theſe kinde of evident Cauſes, 
as they are ſtronger, ſometimes induce Spaſmodick Diſtempers of themſelves,and 
without a przvious Diſpoſition : even ſo worms, and perchance ſharp humours, 
cauſe Convulſive motions to ſome children, at leaſt to the more tender. 

That it might more certainly, and to the ſenſe appear, what kinde of morbi- 
fic matter might be in Convulſive motions, 1 have opened the dead bodies of ma- 
ny, which this diſeaſe had oppreſt : I have allways in vain ſought the caule, 
within the Viſcera, and firſt paſſages of ConcoCtion ; In the heads of many, a 
ſerous water being heaped up, within the Cavity, under the Cerebel, and di- 

ſtending the Membrane which cloaths the oblong pith or marrow,did overflow the 
beginings of the nerves : in ſome, no footſteps of this Diſeaſe appeared : ſo that, 
whatſticking to the Spirits did irritate them into exploſions,was of ſoimperceiv- 
able a bulk, and its originall fo alfogether hid, that it could not be found on 
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dy the moſt perſpicatious ſcrutiny of the ſight. Sometime paſt, in this City, ma- 
ny chilbren ofa certain woman dyed of this Diſeaſe, at length, the fourth, as the 
others, dyed within the month ; we diſſeted the Head, and here no ſerous Collu- 
vies or water did overflow the ventricles, bnt only the ſubſtance of the Brain, and 
its appendix, was moiſter then ordinary, and looſer ; what was moſt worthy of 
obſervation was, that in the Cavity,which lyes under the Cerebel, upon the trunk 
of the oblong pith, we found a remarkable heap of clotter'd, and as it were con- 
creted blood : bur in truth it is uncertain, whether this matter, depoſited there 
from the begining, had primarily cauſed the convulſions ; or rather, whether this 
blood being extravaſated, and expreſſed, by the contraction of the parts, plan- 
ted round about, was not the effect, and product of the Convulſions, and not the 
cauſe of them; for alſo in ApopleCctical people this kinde of Phzxnomenon ordina- 
rily happens, which yet we ſhall afterwards ſhew, to be rather the effect, than the 
cauſe of the diſeaſe. os - 

Indeed, the heterogeneous Particles, which flow to the blood, from the womb, 
are wont to be ſent away through eflorencies or Cutaneous Pultles in the whole 
Body, in many children, in others being poured on the hezd, are the material 
cauſe of the Convulſive Diſtemper, may be inferr*d, beſides the reaſons before 
recited, from the remedies chiefly helping : For that in little children obnoxious 
to this hxreditarie Diſeaſe, the Convullive fits are beſt prevented, if that an |ſſue 
be made Preſently after they are born, in the nape of the neck, and blood drawn 
with a Leech from the jugular Veins ; for the corruptions of the neryous juce,are 
brought away by that, and the impure buddings of the blood, are divertedfrom 
the head by this: by theſe ways of Adminiſtrations, when before two or three 
children, of the ſame Parent, have dyed of Convulſions, ſoon after they were 
born, all the reſt have been freed from the ſame evill. 

2ly. Thus much concerning the Convulſive motions of Cltildren, which are 
wont to infeſt them, by reaſon of an Infection contracted from the womb. If that 
at this bout they ſhould eſcape the Diſeaſe it ſelf, or at leaſt its deadly ſtrokes, 
nevertheleſs, about rhe time of breeding teeth, they would be found at laſt to 
be obnoxious, to the ſame danger : for when the Teeth, eſpecially the greater, 
are about tocut, oftentimes a feavour is excited, to which not ſeldom Convulſi- 
ons are Joyned : and though at this Time, children are grown ſtronger, and may 
better bear the fits of the diſeaſe, then when new born, yet the @nvulſive Di- 
ſtemper, now ſtirred upby no other grievous occaſion, becomes very dangerous, 
and ſometimes deadly. 

But foraſmuch as childern, who fall into feavours, about the time of breeding 
of Teeth, are not all tormented with Convulfions, it therefore follows, that ſome 
diſpoſition to thisdiſeaſe, either innate, or acquired, doth precede ; and that the 
pain cauſed from the breeding the Teeth, is to be eſteemed only the means ofa 
more ſtrong evident Cauſe, to wit, Children, who being indued either with a 
Cacochymia, or juce cauſing ill digeſtion, or witha more weak conſtitution of the 
brain, and nervous ſtock, have their animal Spirits roo much adulterated, or dif- 
ſipable, are ſometimes diſpoſed for the coming of Convulſive diſtempers : where- 
fore, when ſo acute pain; together with a feavor, afflits, that latent diſpoſiti- 
on is brought into Act. 

If it be here ask'd, for what reaſon a feavour, and then Convulſive raotions 
following thereupon, come to thoſe Prediſpoſed, in teething, it may be anſwer'd, 
that cither effe&t may be attributed to the pain, as the immediate Cauſe ! We ex- 
perimentally know by our ſelves, what the torment is, that follows an irritation 
about the roots of the Teeth; in truth ſo great, and fo cruell; that a more cruell 
can ſcarce be ; for that one or two notable ſhoots, of the 5th pare of nerves, 
reaches to the roots of each Tooth, which when it ss hauled by the ſharp particles 
of the Blood, or other humours, there layd up, caufes a moſt ſharp ſenſe of trou- 
ble, or pain, by its Corrugation: But this kinde of Vellication or hauling of this 
Nerve, happens thus to children breeding teeth, becauſe that the membranes 
and fibres, are every way diſtended, by the Teeth, now increaſing into a greater 
bulk, and as yet included within the ſcarce hollow gums : hence the blood be- 
ing hindred in itsCirculation, cauſes a tumour, and fo preſſes the nerves, and al- 
ſo pours on them the more ſharp particles of the Serum, by which, being nota- 


Bly pulled or hauled, they are tormented with Corrugations, and painfull Spaſms. 
E 2 Therefore, 
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Therefore, when ſo cruel pains happen to children, from their breeding Teeth, 
it is no wonder if a feavour, and alſo Convulſive motions ſometimes follow : the 
former of theſe happens, both for as much as the blood being hindred about the 
pained part, is not circnlated with its wonted and equall courſe, wheretore it be- 
comes inordinatly moved, in the whole Body ; and beſides, becauſe Spaſms being 
ſtirred up ſomewhere in the nervous ſtock, the corrugated and contracted nerves, 
preſſe together, and pull the Arteries, and by that reaſon, ſtirup irregular and 
teavouriſh fluttuations in the Blood. But ſometimes Couvulſions happea 1n breed- 
ing Teeth, both becauſe the blood growing hot, ſends forth heterogeneous par- 
ticles, to the animal government, and ſo ſtirs up the ſpirits into exploſions ; and 
beſides alſo, when this acute pain, and as it were a Lancing, follows upon the 
teeth being about to cut,it communicates a very troubleſome and irritative ſenſe, 
from the affected parts, to the firſt ſenſorie, preſently from thence, the motion 
of the rage jgetorted, by the ſame or other neighbour nerves, which by reaſon 
of a przv1ots diſpoſition, doth not rarely become convullive. 

Beſides theſe two occaſions of Convulſions ( which are wont to be chiefly, and 
moreoften in children) to wit, the times of Infancy, and breeding Teeth, this 
Dittemper alſo is excited at other Times very often, and for other Cauſes : For 
in whom the Seeds of the Spaſmodick Diſpoſition 15 ſown, they ſometimes unfold 
themſelves preſently after the birth, and are ripened into morbid fruit or elſe 
lying hid for a while, they now come before the breeding of Teeth, and follow 
a long time after it ; and by reaſon of other evident cauſes, to wit, either ex- 
tergal, or Internal ; of which ſort are a ſickly, or breeding nurſe, milk Coagula- 
tedin the ſtomack, or degenerating into an acid or bitter putrifeCtion, a feavour- 
iſh diſtemperature of the head, Ulcers or wealks of other parts ſuddenly vaniſh- 
ing, the Changes of the aire, the ConjunCtions, oppolitions, and aſpects of the 
Sun, and moon, aud ſuch like ; they at length break forth into Act, from an un- 
certain event. Concerning theſe, there is no need, that we ſhould particularly 
diſcourſe. 

When all the Children, of a man dwelling in the neighbourhood, dyed of Con- 
vulſions, within the ſpace of three months, at length, to prevent that fatal e- 
vent, they ſought for remedies, for a child newly bota : I being ſent for, a few 
days afterthe being brought to bed, firſt adviſed the making an Iſſue in the nape 
of the neck, ghen, that thenext day after, a leech being applyed to the jugular 
veine ofeach ſide, two ounces of blood ſhould be taken away : beſides, that about 
every conjunction, or oppoſite aſpedt of the Sun, and moon, about five grains of 
the following powder thonld be given, in a ſpoonfull of Julap, for three days, 
morning and evening. Take of humane Skull prepared, of the root of the male 
Pzonie, each 5 1. of the powder of Pearls 3 6. of white ſugat 3 i. mingle them, 
and make a very fine powder : Take of the waters of Black Cherries 
= iii. of the antiepileptic of Langius Zi. of the Syrrop of the flowers of the 
malePzonie 3 vi. mingle them ; alſo I order'd that the nurſe at the ſame times, 
{ſhould take a draught of whey, or poſlet drink, in which were boyled, the ſeeds 
and roots of the male Pxonie, and the leavesof the Lilly of the Vally, the Infanc 
for about four months was well, but then began to be ttoubled with Convulſions : 
at which time, the ſame Remedies being adminiſtred both to the child, and to 
the nurſe, in a larger doſe, veſicatories alſo were applyed behind the cares, and 
blood was taken by the ſucking of a Leech, from the jugular veins: within two 
or three days the child grew well: afterwards, whenever within four or five 
months the Convullions return'd, it was cured again, by the uſe of the ſame Re- 
medies. After half a year, the Convulſive motions wholly ceaſed, but a painfull 
Tumour aroſe, about the lower part of the Spine dorſior back-bone, from which 
proceeded a certain diſtortion of the Yertebre, or joynts of the back bone, and a 
weakneſs of the legs , and at length a Palſie. It ſeems in this caſe, that the Spaſ- 
modic or Convulſive matter, being wont to come upon the brain firſt, and begin- 
ings of the nerves, entring at laſt the Spinal marrow, and being thruſt out at its 
further end, it wholly ſtopt up the heads of the appending nerves, and ſhut out 
the paſſage of the Spirits : to wit, becauſe other narcotick, and more thick, had 
joyncdthemſelves, to the exploſive partictes. 
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The Curatory Method againſt the Convulſive Diſtempers itt | 
Children. | | 


T is to be endeavour'd either to prevent the Convulſive paſſions, threatning | 

Children and Infants, or to cure them being already begun. 

Far if the former children of the ſame parent, were obnoxious or lyable to 74, p,fcrrg- | 
Convulſions, that evil ought to be prevented timely, by the uſe of Remedies to on of Infants Fd; 
thoſe born after : Ir is uſuall for this end, to put into the mouth of the child new- from Conrvul- | 
ly born, ſome antiſpaſmodick Remedy, aſloon as it begins to breath : from hence» 
ſome are wont to give them ſome drops of the pureſt hony, others a Spoonfull of 
Canary ſweetned with Sugar, and ſome again oyl of Sweet Almonds fteſh drawn, 
to _ may be given half a Spoonſull of epileptic water, or one drop of oyle of hin 
Amber. WY a0 

Beſides theſe firſt things given to Infants, which certainly ſegm to be of ſome TW 
moment, certain other Remedies and means of Adminiſtrations, ought to be u- 9 
ſed: to wit, letone ſpoonfull of Liquor, ptoper to this diſtemper, be drunk Ws 
twice a day :as for example; Take of the water of black Cherry and of Rue each WW 
ZE i6. of the Antiepilepticof Langius 5 i. ofthe Syryyp of Corall 3 vi. of prepared BIN 
Pearl gr. xv. mix themina Viol: On the third or fourth day after the bird, let v9; | 
an Iſſue be made in the nape of the neck, thenifit be of a freſh Countenance, let i | 
a little blood to about Z i 6. or ii: ounces be taken, by the ſucking of Leeches, mc] 
from the jugular veins, having a care leſt the blood ſhould flow out too plentifully bs'.0 
in its ſleep let the temples, and the hinder part ofthe neck, be gently rub'd with £8 
ſuch a like oyntment. Take of oyleof nutmegs by expreſlion 3 ii. of Capive Ziii. | 
of Amber i. et an Amulet be hung about the neck, of the roots and ſeeds 
of the greater Pzonie, a little of the hoof of an Elke being added to it. 

Moreover antiſpaſmodick Remedies, ſhould be dayly _ to the Nurſe : Let The Method of 
her take morning and evening, a draught of whey or = et-drink, in which the Curing to be 387 
roots and ſeeds of the male Pzonie, and ſweet fenill ſeeds are boyled. Take of #42 tbe 7” 
the Conſerve of the flowers of Betony, of the niale Pzonic, and of Roſemary each Nurſes. EY 
E 11. of the pouder of the Root, and flowers of the male Pzonie, each 7 ii. of red 
Corall prepared, and of the whiteſt amber each 3 i. ofthe roots of Angelica, and 


Zedoarie prepared,each 3 6. with what will ſuffice ofthe Syrrop of Pzonie, make | 4 YT 
an EleQtuarie : let her take morning and evening, the quantity of a Nutmeg. + 4 
Take of the powder of the root of Male-Peony 7 ii. the ſeeds of the fame 3i.. 4H F 


make a powder; of the whiteſt Sugar 5 iii. diſſolved in the water of the flowers of 
the Line-tree, and boyledto tablets, of the oy/ of Amber i. make tablets accor- 
ding to Art, each weighing 3 6. let her eatone every ſixth hour. Alſo let her 
keep to an exatdyet. 

If any Infant be aCtually afflicted with Convulſions, becauſe that an Iſſue ope- The Cure of 
rates little, and ſlowly, it will be expedient to apply bliſtering plaiſters, to the 1,4, gk 
nape of the neck, and behind the ears, and unleſs a more cold temperament ſhould w1;h Grnoul< 
gain-ſay it, let blood be drawn with Leeches, from the veins : Let Liniments be ons. 
uſed about the Temples, Noſtrills, and hinder part ofthe neck, and plaiſters alſo 
laid to the bottoms of the feet ; Clyſters that may keep down the belly, ſhould 
be dayly adminiſtred : beſides ler ſpecifick Rentedies be inwardly taken, often in 
a day, to wit, every ſixth or eighth hour. | | 

Take of the oy! Capive, of {ſtor each 3 ii. of Amber 5 6. make a Liniment. Oyniments, 

Take of the plaiſter of Oxycrocia two parts, of diſſolv'd Galbanum one fs) 
oyl of Amber 1. make a plaiſter for the ſoles of the feet. Letthere be given of the 
powder of Ammoniacum, according to the deſcription of Reverixs, twice or four 
times in a day. 

Take of hamazxe 5kull prepared, of the ſeeds of Peony, of an Elks claw, of Pearls Powders. 
prepared, each 3 . of Amber greeſe, gr. vi. make a powder ; the doſe vi. grains, 
in a ſpoonfull the Liquor hereafter deſcribed, three or four times a day. , : 

Or Takeof hynane Skull prepared, of pearls each 36. of the Sale of Amber J1. 
of the Sugar of Pearle 3 i. the doſe js. | 

Or Take of the Spirit of barts-bors iii. drops, let it be given every ſixth or 8th 
hour, in a ſpoonfull of the Julap below preſcribed. 


To 
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To the children of the poor, may be adminiſtred the powder of the Roors of 
wild Valerian Djs. to Ji. let it be given twice a day, in a ſpoonfull of milk, or ap- 
propriate Liquor. . 

Untzerus greatly commends the Gall of a ſucking whelp,to wit; that the whole 
juice of the gallie-Bag being taken forth, be given cothe chuld ro drink, with a lit- 
tle of the water of the flowers of the Tile, or Line-tree. | 

A learned Phyſitian lately told me, that he had Known many Cured with this 
Remedie : Beſides, Empericks are wont to cauſe the bigger children, after they 
have drank the gall;to eat alſo the Liver of the whelp broyled. 

* Liquors. Inlaps, diſtilld waters , andother appropriate Liquors, may be prepared, af- 
ter the following preſcripts. - 

Take of black-Cherry water, 5 iii. of the Antiepileptical water of Langins, 5 i. of 
perlate ſugar, 3 1i. mix them. 

Take of the green Roors of the male Peonie cut into little peeces Z vi. of Hunga- 
rian Vitriol 5 viii. of humane Skull F ii, of the eAntiepileptic water of Langius half a 
pint, mix them, and let them be diſtilled in a glaſs retort, in hot ſand, the doſe i. 
{poonfull, to 11. - 

Take of the freſh rcots of the male Peome cut, £ 1iii. being bruſed ina Marble 
morter, pour to them of Spaniſh-wine, 6b. i. make a ſtrong expreſſion, add of 
manus Chriſti pearled, 56. let it be kept in a cloſe glaſs. The doſe i. Spoonful), or ii. 
twice in a day. S 

Conwulfions - When Convulſive motions happen by Reaſon of the difficulty of breeding 
byreaſon of Teeth, this Symptom as it is ſecondary and leſs dangerous, ſo the Cure, does not 
br ecding of . . . . 
— ry always require thefirſt or chiet labour of healing, but ſometimes we are rather 
carefull to remove it, by allaying the pain, and the feavouriſh Diſtemper,where- 
Fore both the patient, andthe nurſe, oughr to uſe a ſlender, and refrigerating 
Diet ; the Teeth being about to break thorow the Gums, their paſſage ſhould, 
be made eaſie, by rubbing or cutting them ; and alſo Arnodynes d be applied 
to thoſe ſwelled, and grieved parts : Clyſters and taking away blood are often 
uſed : it behoves to cauſe ſleep, and to attemper the feircenefs of the blood : ſome 
times antiſpaſmodick Remedies are made uſe of, but the more temperate, and 
ſach as do not trouble the blood, and humors , Veſicatories, or Bliſtering plaiſt- 
ers, becauſe they aptly evacuate the ſerum, too much poured forth on the Head, 
oftentimes bring help. $4 | 
Spaſins or When Childrenare troubled with Convulſions, not preſently after they are 
-; or off born, nor by reaſon of thecutting of their Teeth, but for other occaſions, and ac- 
cauſed from cidents; the cauſe of ſuch a Diſtemper, for the moſt part ſubſiſts, either in the 
other occaſions, head, or ſomewhere about the Viſcera of Concottion. When the former is ſuſpe- 
Cted, as it is wont. to be manifeſted by ſignes which argue a Serous Colluvies, too 
much heaped up within the Head, the former Remedies, allready recited, ought 
to be given, ina larger doſe ; beſides, in thoſe, who are able to bear purging, 
ſometimes a Vomit, ora light purge is preſcribed : Wine, and Oxymel of ſquills, al- 
ſo Mercurins Dulcis, Rhubarb, and Reſm of Falap, are of approved uſe. 

As often as the Cauſe of the Convulſive Diſtemper ſeems to be in the Y:ſcera, 
either Worms, or ſharp humors, ſtirring upthe torments of the Belly, are un- 
derſtood to be in fault. 

Againſt Worms, a purge of Rhubarb, or Mercurins Dulcis, the Reſin of Falap 
being added, is ordained : ſometime paſt, a Child being miſerably afflicted with 
Convulſious, that he ſeem'd to be juſt dying, Lgave him a doſe of Mercurins Dulcis, 
with Reſine of Fallap; with his ſtools, which were four, he voided xii. worms,and 
preſently grew well. 

Take of the root of Verginian Snake-weed, in powder 3 i. of Corall Calcined to a 
whiteneſs 3 (a powder 3 1. the doſe from half a ſcruple, toone ſcruple, twice in a 
day, continued for three days, drinking after it a decoCtion of Graſs-roors. Take 
of the ſpecies of Hiera 3 if. of Yenice-Treacle 3 ii. make a plaiſter for the bottoni 

of the belly, or apply to the Navel, a plaſter of Galbanur. 

If the Convulſive motions are ſuſpeCted to proceed from an irritation of the 
ventricle, -and inteſtines, made by ſharp humours, a gentle purging, either by 

. vomit, or ſtool, or both ſucceſſively ought to be inſtituted. For this end, let them 
drink, a gentle Emetick, of wine of ſquills, or falt of vitriol; when even the .fick 
are troubled with-a ſtriving to Vomit of their own accord : but if the other Eva- 

cuation; 
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Ok the Convulſions in Children, 
cyuation, or down-wards ſhall ſeem better to be tryed, they ought.totake an Infu- 
tion of Rhubarb, or the powder, and Syrrop of ſuccory with Rhubarb, or of Roſes 
with azaric and very often by theſe Remedies, timely applyed, I have ſeen the 
Convulſive Diſtempers in Children to be cured : beſides in this Caſe, Clyſters are 
frequently uſed : but external Medicines are not to be omitted ; to wit, fomenta- 
tions, oyntments, plaiſtersapplyed to the Belly. | 

Take ofthe flowersof {ammomel cut very ſmall;ii. handfulls,let them be pur into 
two little bags,madeof fine Linnen,or Silk,which being dipped in warm Milk,and 
wrung out may be applyed ſucceſlively tothe abdomen,or lower region of the belly. 

1ake of the tops or flowers of Mallows, inlike manner but ſmall, let them be 
fryed in freſh butter, or hogs Lard, and in the form of a Liniment, or a Cata- 
plaſm, applyed to the Belly. 
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C HAPTER V. 


Of Convnlſeve Diſeaſes, of Ripe Age, ariſing chiefly by rea« 
ſon of the Nervous origine being affected. 


Ae Convulſive Diſtempers, which happen to thoſe of. riper years, be- 
ing known by other Narnes, alſo are commonly reputed of ſome other ſtock, 
and are wont to be refetr'd tothe paſſions called Hyſterical, Hypochondriacal, or 
Colical, or to the Scorbute ; yet if the matter be a little better conſider'd, it will 
eaſily appear, that ſome Convulſive Symptoms, both in Men and Women, do 
come trom the Brain, which Convulſions properly and truly challenge to them- 
ſelv& the Yame - But theſe (as we have already mentioned) may be diſtiuguiſhed 
after a various manner, by the manifold ſeat of the morbifick Cauſe, but chiefly 
into theſe three kinds,viz. Into Spaſmsor Convullions ſtirred up,by reaſon of the 


origine of the Nerves being chiefly affected ; intoothers being ſtirred np,by reaſon 


of the extremitiesor ends of the Nerves, being poſſeſſed by the morbifick matter ; 
and laſtly into ſuch, from whoſe head the morbific matter deſcendirig; fills the 
whole paſſages, or the molt part, of ſome certain Nerves,or of all together. 
Therefore, that we may proceed, to unfold the Convulſions, ariſing from the 
beginnings of the Nerves being affected, take notice here, that the morbifick 
matter beſeiging the beginnings of the Nerves, doth ſometimes chiefty flow into 
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the firſt pair of Nerves, to wit, which reſpect the Muſcles of the eyes and face, origine diftin- 
and from thence the contraCtions, aud tremblings, now of the Noſe, Cheeks, or £%/#cd. 


Lips, now of the Eyes, or the diſtortions ofthe mouth, follow, Secondly, ſome- 


times the wandring and intercoſtal pair do chiefly imbibe the Heterogeneous par- * Acrding 


dria, and allo rhe palpitation of the Heart, trembling, difficult and interrupted 
breathing, an intermitting pulſe, and other Symptoms of the middle, and low- 
erBelly, do very much infeſt. Thirdly, but ſometimes the morbifick Cauſe be- 
ing placed lower, affects chiefly the ſpinal marrow, and therefore the outward 
members, and limbs, are rendred obnoxious to inordinate leapings forth, and 
contractions - Further, in very many Caſes of this nature, becauſe the Animal 
ſpirits being exploſed about the origine of the Nerves, do inordinately leap back 
towards the Encepbalon ; for that reaſon, to all Convulſions almoſt being excited 
by this means, the Yertizo, alſo the ſcotomie or giddineſs, the tingling of the 
eares, and ſometimes the amaſed Inſenſibi.ity or falling down of the Spirits, are 


joyned, or follow. | 
But as we may Conjecture, from the various figures of the Convulſive diſtem- 


ticles ; and then Inflations; or Contractions of the Abdomen, and Hypochon- ; fs vw 


erves bes ng 


affelcd. 


2. According 


per, it ſeems, that the Convulſive matter hauling thoſe, or theſe nerves, or Ma- # the Various 
ny of them together, is lodged either about their beginings, only, ſo that the Spi- Places of the 


ame Nerves 


rits in that place being often exploſed, a frequent and very troubleſome Vertigo beime affeted: 


' ariſes, beſides tremblings, and a ſhort faintneſs about the Przcordia, ſwoonings, 
and oftenleapings, and light contraCtions in the Viſcera, or muſcles are felt. Or 


Secondly, the exploſive particles being dilated to the beginings of the nerves, en- 
| ter 
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ter more deeply into their proceſſes, and not ſeldom being ſlidden down into rhe 
nervous ſo!dings, belonging to the Przcordia, or the Vilcera of the lower belly, 
oralſo to theexterior members, procure there, other as it were neſts of Convul- 
ſive diſtempers, that as often as the Spirits about rhe nervous origine, are driven 
into exploſions, preſently, fits as it were hyſterical, aſthmatical, or otherways 
Convullive, ariſe in the Abdomen, Thorax, or Limbs : Examples of theſe, and by 
what means they are made, ſhall be anoa more clearly delivered : In the mean 
time, the ſpalmodic matter, flowing into the pipes of the Nerves, when it is 
transfer'd even to their proceſſes and remote enfoldings, yet, foraſmuch as ir 
hath ſtill its chief mine about the nervous original, therefore after very grievons 
Convulſions of the Viſcera or members, a great perturbation of the Brain follows 
thereupon, with a tingling of the eares, a vertigo, and often an Inſenſibility or a- 
maſed excurtion of Spirits : but ſometimes the morbikic matter, as to the greateſt 
part, being tranſlated to the fartheſt ends of the nerves, fromthence they become 
free or clear about their beginings : For I have obſerved many, who, whilſt at 
the begining, they were infeſted with the vertigo, often fainting away with fear, 
head-ach, and heavyneTe about the hinder part of the head, to have felt abour 
the Precordia or viſcera, only light inflations, or tremblings; but afterwards, 
ſuffering more cruel Convulſions about theſe parts, they did not complain of the 
former diſtempers of the Head. : 
Py what !f it ſhould be further demanded, concerning the Convulſive matter, from 
macn: the con- what place it ſhould be brought, and by what ways carried rowards the begin- 
_ = _ ings of the Nerves, and what kinde of Settlement, and as it were cheriſhing nelts 
Are, it thereohtains; we ſay, that although we cannot detett the footſteps, and ma- 
nifeſt paſſages of this matter, yet ſo much may be colleCted from certain obſerva- 
tions, and the analogie of things, it may be ſuppoſed there are theſe two diſtinct 
manner of paſſages, whereby the Convullſive particles, being firſt poured out in- 
to the Prain and Cerebel, from the blood, are from thence carried towards the 
beginings of the Nerves : viz. Firſt ſometimes this matter being imbibed by the 
Brain and Cerebel, and by degrees paſling thorow, the pores of either, ſlides in- 
to the Trunk of the oblong marrow,whoſe tract being alſo overcome by it, toge- 
ther with the nervous juice, it ſlides forward towards the original of the Nerves, 
and is heaped up neer their heads, or within the medullarie trunk it ſelf, or with- 
inthe annularie Prominencies, in which places, either a long while ſubſiſting, it 
ſtirs up frequent Yerrsgoes, and more light Convulſions, in remote parts as hath 
been ſaid; or being ſlidden from thence, more deeply into the paſſages of the 
nerves, excites fits of Convulſions very Cruel : ſuch a progreſs of the morbific 
Cauſe, we ſuſpeCt in whom the Vertigo, ſwooning, heavineſs of the head, and 
torpor of the minde, go before the Convullive aſlalts : Indeed, the matter of the 
diſcaſe, abounding as yet in the brain and marrowy Appendix, produces theſe 
kinds of previous diſtempers ; which being ſlidden from thence, into the Nerves, 
cauſes Convulſions. 
2dly, There is yet another way, whereby it plainly appears, that the materi- 
ail cauſe of the Convulſive Diſtemper, is transferred, to the beginnings of the 
Nerves; to wit, when the ſame being depoſited by the ſerous water within the 
Cavities, or ventricles of the Head, it is infinuated into the Neighbouring roots 
of the Nerves : For in Chronical Diſeaſes, when the remarkable diſcraſie of the 
blood and humours, happens alſo to be accompanied with a praved diſpoſition 
of the brain, oftentimes a great plenty of ſharp ſerum, infeſting the Nervous 
ſtock, dropping forth from the Veſſells of the Choroerdan, or retiform enfoldings, 
ſlides into the ventricles of the brain, and its Appendix : But this ſerous water, 
afterwards breaking thorow the under-ſpreading of the Cerebell, into the fourth 
ventricle, the little skinthere being diſplaced, whereby the oblong marrow is 
uncovered, it falls upon the beginnings of one or more of the Nerves, and either 
by irritating, or imbuing them, with Heterogeneous and exploſive patticles,in- 
duces the Convulſive diſpoſition. And this for the moſt part is the cauſe, that ſick 
people, after long and ill handled Feavours, alſo after the more grievous Cepha- 
lic Diſcaſes, at length dye of Convulſions ; asI have found, by the frequent Ana- 
tomie of the Carcaſes, of thoſe who dyed by that means. Alſo it appears by ana- 
tomical Obſervation, that the bram may be overflowed by a certain ſerous water, 
without-the diſtemper of the Convulive diſpoſition ; and further that in ſome, 


who 
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who dyed of the Epilepſie, and other Convulſive diſeaſes, there was no deluge 
of the ſerum, within the ventricles of the brain : By which it is given us to be un- 
derſtood, that the Convulſive diſtempers, do not flow only. from the waterie 
matter in the Head ;, but that they ariſe not at all from ſuch a cauſe, unleſs the 
ſerous water, overflowing the ventricles of the Brain, and chiefly that underlaying 
of the {trebel, be imbued with heterogeneous and exploſive particles. | remem- 
ber once, my Councel to be ask'd for a young man labouring with an Egregious 
Phriſis, andat that time truly deſperate, belides a cough,and ſhortneſle of Breath, 
he had grievoully complained for many days, yea weeks, that he could not lye 
upon his back in his Bed, or whilſt he fat in a chair, he could not lean his head 
backwards: for that by this, or that poſture of his Body, he was wont preſent- 
Iy to ſufter tremblings of his heart, ado fainting of the Spirits, as if he were juſt 
abour to dye : wherefore of neceſſity he was fain to ho!d his head upright, or 
leaning forward. After he was dead, his carcaſe being diſlſetted, his Lungs ap- 
peared all over tumified, and in ſome places Ulcerated: then his Skull being open- 
ed, there flowed within all the Yertricles of the brain, a great quantity of yellow 
and falt Serum : which water certainly whilſt it did flide forward upon the fourth 
Yentricle, about the Trunk of the oblong marrow, his head leaning back, ruſhing 
upon the heads of the wandring, and intercoſtal pair of nerves, did ſtir up the a- 
foreſaid Convulſions about the Precordia: but ſolong as his head was inclined for- 
ward, that the heap of ſerum flowed back into the anterior Yertricles of the Brain, 
the origine ofthe nerves remained free from that Convullive matter. 

Having hitherto ſhown, how many ways, and by what paſlages, the morbific 
matter, being dilated towards the origine of the Nerves, feems to bring on Con- 
vulſions, it were eaſie, according to theſe reaſons, to unfold many Convulſive 
Symptoms : for beſides the Convulſive motions of Infants, and children, often- 
times excited from the ſame kinde of Cauſes, hither may be referr'd the Con- 
traftions, and ſudden leapings forth of the nervous parts, which follow upon fea- 
vours. As alſo thoſe paſſions commonly called Hyſtericg!, alſo hypoconariacal, and 
certain others, proceed not ſeldom from the morbific Caule, ra—_ upon the 
beginings of the Nerves. We will therefore endeavour to eſtabliſh the truth of 
this Hyporheſis by ſome other Hiſtories, and examples, of Sick people ; but in the 
firſt place, we will propoſe -obſervations of that Kinde, in whom the morbific 
matter, ſetling upon the beginings of the nerves, and not being as yet ſlid deep- 
ly into their proceſſes, induced frequent wertigos, and only more light Convulli- 
ons, of the Viſcera and Precorata. | 

A noble woman about 30. years of Ape, of a tender Conſtitution, and lean in 
Body, was wont every winter to be grievoully afflicted witha Cararrh or Rhume, 
flowing upon the winde pipe, and Lungs, with a hoarſe Cough, and great ſpit- 
ting, but the laſt year, great care and dilligence being uſed, ſhe avoyded that e- 
vill. But after the winter Solſtice, having taken cold, ſhe was troubled with an 
huge pain of the head , a tingling of the ears, a giddineſs, with a great defluxi- 
on upon the eyes, that it eaſily appeared, that the heap of Serum, which before 
this time was wont to diſtil] into the Breaſt, was now wholly Ilayd up, within the 
head and Brain - beſides, an effect of which was, that as often as ſhe began to 
ſleep, ſhe was greatly infeſted with paſſions, as it were hiſterical, to which ſhe had 
never been before obnoxious : For when ever being ſleepy ſhe cloſed her eyes, 
preſently a bulk aſcending in her belly, a choaking in her throat, tremblings, and 
leapings. about the Precordia, were ſtirred up z which Aﬀections notwithſtanding 
quite ceaſed, when ſhe was thorowly awakened, fo that the Sick party was ne- 
ceſlitated, to abſtain almoſt — — for many days and nights from ſleep. 

Being ſent for to this Lady, after ſhe had bin ſick and weak for many days, I 
was compelled at length to uſe gentle medicines: Therefore I took care, that 
blood ſhould forthwith be drawn from the foot, to four ounces, and every day a 
Clyſter of milk and ſugar to be adminiſtred, by which ſhe was wont to have three 
ar four ſtools : beſides 1 gave her every eighth hour a doſe of the Spirits of Harts 
horn in a Spoonfull of the following Julap. Take ofthe water of penny-royall, of 
walnuts,and black (herries each 5 iii. of Hiſterical water, 5 ii. of the Syrrop of Clove- 
gilliflowers % i 6. of Caſter tyed in a little knot, and hang'd in the middle of the 
glaſs 36. ofthe powder of Pearls J i. mingle it. I Cauſed with ſucceſs, a veſicato- 
rieto be put behinde the ears, and a — of the leaves of Rye and Cuccow- 
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pint, with the Roots of Bryony, bay ſalt, and black ſoap, to be layd to the foals of 
her feet. Sometimes lgave her intheevening, in a little draught of the preſcri- 
bed Julap, half an ounce of Diacodinm, to which ſucceeded a moderate fleep,with- 
out the wonted Convulſions following : which kinde of effects, from opiatsexhi- 
bited in the like caſe, I have often experimented : for the quenching her thirſt, 1 
gave her a Ptiſan, with diuretick Ingredients boyled in it : by the uſe of thele, 
ſhe was very much eaſed, in a ſhort time. But what proved a great benefit to her 
was, that an Impoſthnme in her ear, breaking of its own accord, powred forth, 
at firſt a yellow matter, and afterwards for many days, a great plenty of thin 7- 
choror Excrement, by which Evacuation, the Convulſions of the Yiſeera and Pre- 
cordia wholly ceaſing, the diſeaſe was perfeftly Cured. 

As tothe Reaſon of the aforefaid ſicknefle, without doubt it feems, that thoſe 
Diſtempers were excited, by the ſerous colluvies, layd ap within the Bounds of 
the Head: for the tranſlation of that humour into the head, brought at firſt both 
the Diſeaſe, and the Secretion or flowing of it out, thorow the EmunCtuaries of 
the ear, took away all the Symptoms : Beſides, when the morbific matter had 
brought in to the Spirits, planted about the beginings of the nerves, a Diſpoſi- 
tion ſomewhat exploſive, they, though being ſtruck as it were with madneſs, they 
were continually troubled, yet ſo long as leaping back towards the Brain, they 
obtained a ſpace, in which they might be more freely expanded or ſtretched forth, 
they did indeed only more vehemently exerciſe the Phantaſie, and without far- 
ther trouble did only cauſe watchings. But, when by ſleep ſometimes Creeping 
upon her, , the excurſion of che unquiet Spirits were reſtrained towards the 
Brain, ( which indeed neceſſarily happens, when we ſleep, the nervous Liquor 
within the pores of the brain, at that time being more plentifully admitted) they 
tumultuarily ruſhingupon the heads of the wandring pair,and intercoſtall Nerves, 
troubled the whole ſeries of Spirits, flowing within the paſſages of thoſe Nerves, 
and ſocauſed the aforeſaid Convullions, about the Precordia, YViſcera, and muſcles 
of the Throat. Ihave known many both Men and women ſick after this manner, 
who, when they have been troubled with an headach, an heavineſs of the hinder 
part ofthe head, or a Yertigo, have while they ſlept, felt forthwith in their Pre- 
cordia, or Viſcera, or in both together, perturbations as it were Convulſive;which 
indeed happens from the bending downward of the tumultuating Spirits, being 
reflefted from the brain, upon the begihings of the Nerves - Burt that the uſe of 
opiats, brovght a pleaſing ſleep to this ſick perſon, without the wonted Convulſi- 
ons, following, the reaſon was, becauſe the animal ſpirits, as unquiet and furi- 
ous as they were, yet by the Intanglement of the narcotick Particles, they were 
bound as it were in chains, that afterwards, without any reſiſtance they. were o- 
vercome by ſleep. 1 have indeed very often happily cured, moſt grievous fits of 
Convulſions, both Aſthmatical, and as it were byſterical, by adminiſtring O- 

iates, 

F An honeſt woman M. G. of 67. yearsof Age, yg of a florid countenance,and 
fat in body, when ſhe had been a while obnoxious Xie to a ſwelling of the face, 
and very grievous fits of the headach, ſhe fell through the great cold of the win- 
ter, into a very troubleſome Yertigo, with a trembling of the heart, a fainting 
away of the Spirits, anda frequent ſtriving to vomit: being lay'd in her bed, if 
ſhe opened her eyes, or turn'd her from one fide to another, ſhe was preſently 
troubled with a notable gididnefs, or ſwimming in the head, with ſwooning, 
and effeCtleſs vomiting. Viſiting this womar, 1 doubted not, but that the cauſe 
of her ſickneſs was,the Convulſive matter,being tranſlated from the exterior regi- 
on of the head;to the moſt inward receſſes of the Encephalon, by whoſe inſpiration 
or heterogeneous Copula,the animal ſpirits being couched while they leaped forth 
iordinatly towards the brain, they excited the vertiginous Diſtemper, and 
while they ruſhed tnmultuarily upon the heads of the nerves, the Scotomie, diſ- 
order of the Precordia, and endeavouring to vomit. A large Veſicatory or bliſter- 
ing Plaſter, being applyed to the nape of the neck, and behind her ears, Cliſters 
dayly adminiſtred, alſo theuſe of Sperirs of harts-horn frequently, and of a Cepha- 
lick Julap, cured her within a few days. 

A noted man, about 34. years of Age, when he had been for a long time ſub- 
ject to a Cough, with great aud thick ſpitting, beſides having the pores of his 
Skin very open, he was wout to ſweat continually, and every night to be wet with 
it : 


_ _ = - 


it - about the begining of the ſpring, he perceived thoſe uſuall evacuations to 
happen more ſparingly ; in the mean time, he Complained of a fullneſs of his 
hands and feet, and as it were a certain ſwelling or puſhing up, ſo that he fear- 
ed a e was coming upon him; .beſide he was troubledin his head with a 
giddinelle, and frequent Yertgo: A little while after, this evill increaſing, light 
contractions,and ſudden Convulſions,were ordinarily excited, about his Lips, and 
other parts of the month and face ; alſopreſently afrer ( the morbific matter as if 
ſhould ſeem, flowing upon the beginnings of the wandring pair. and intercoſtal 
nerves ) he was afflicted with the trembling, and leaping of the heart, with fre- 
quent fainting away of the vital ſpirits, as if a Leipothymy or ſwooning was fal- 
ling upon him. | 

1 know that very many aſcribe theſe Convulſive paſſions, ſo grievouſly infeſt- 
ing the Precordia, to the vapours riſing fromthe ſpleen : bur it ſeems much more 
reaſonable, todeduce them from the Convulſive matter layd oP within the brain, 
and ruſhing npon the beginnings of the Nerves; becauſe a ſhifting or tranſlation 
of ſome excrements, from ſome other parts, to the head goes before, and thatir 
is ſo layd up, within the compaſs or bounds of the, Excephalon,the almoſt continu- 
al vertiginous diſtemper, and the Convulſions of the parts of the mouth, and 
face, teſtifie it plainly : wherefore 7 thought good to preſcribe to this man, Re 
medies, according to the method hereafter ſhown. 

I might be able here to propoſe many obſervations of this nature,in whom the 
morbific matter, ſubſiſting neer the beginnings of the nerves, ſtir up light Spaſms 
or Convulſions, only of the Yiſcera or members, with a Yertigo. But becauſe a 
Portion of this matter; deſcending from the head, enters more deeply the pipes 
of the Nerves, and ſo ſtrows the tinder or enkindling of exploſive ſeed, as it were 
gunpowder, about their middle and ultimate procelles and enfoldings, it will be 
to the purpoſe, to add ſome examples of this kinde. | 
. A certain young maid E.L, tall and hanſome, ſprung from ſound parents, and  oþſeruation} 
her ſelf ( as far as might be Perceived ) originally healthfuil, after ſhe had ſerv'd a 
maſter long ſick, being a long time and almolt continually with him, and wag 
forced to watch whole nights very often, and alſo at other times, {o that ſhe ne- 
ver ſlept but ſhort and interrupted naps; ſhe at length begun to complain of an hea- 
vineſs in her head, and a frequent Yertigo : within a little time after, the diſtem- 
per growing worſe, ſhe felt tremblings in her whole body, with a light ſhaking 
of her members, which came at certain times, though wandring and uncertain z 
afterwards ſhe ſuffter'd fits plainly Convulſive, and thoſe horrid, and often Infeſt- 
ing - alittle before the approach of the diſeaſe, ſhe was afflicted with a ſhort Sco- 
zomie, or ſwimming in her head, by and by ſhe felt a ſtreightneſs, and great op- 
preſſion of her Breaſt, whereby all her Precordia were drawn together - thea 
preſently gnaſhing her teeth, and giving a great groan, ſhe was wont to fall to 
the ground ; in the mean time, ſhe wasſenſible, but labouring with the'great op- 
preſſion of her heart, till that conſtriction of her breaſt was looſned, the was not 
able by any means to riſe : afterwards, when the fit was paſt, ſhe was diſturbed 
a good while, with a great palpitation of the Heart, an heavineſs of the ſenles, 
and a great debility. of the animal fanftion. After that this Sick maid had liv'd 
ſubject totheſe kinde of fits, being very-often repeated, for about 14. months, 
ſhe at laſt became Epileptical, that as often as the aſſault of the evill returned, 
being flung proſtrat on the Earth, ſhe was taken with the inſenſibility or ama- 
zedneſs of Spirits, with the foaming at mouth, andother peculiar ſymptoms of 
the falling-ſickneſs. Neither did this diſtemper ſtay here, but ere the ſpace of a 
year was elapſed, it degenerated into madneſs, that at laſt, the ſick maid, ha- 
ving loſt the uſe of her Reaſon, grew ſometimes mad with fury, and ſometimes 
was plainly ſtupid and fooliſh. | I 

Wis plain,from the beginning, progreſs, and often metamorphoſis ofthis Diſeaſe, 57, ,.,6n 
that it at firſt, had its cauſe,and feat inthe head, near the beginning of the nerves, þe gforeſai 
and from thence, did dayly unfold more largely its bounds, both' into the brain, Goſe, 
and into the nervous Syitem ;, for from the beginning, . the morbific matter, con- 
ſiſting neer the beginnings of the nerves, Cauled only lighter Spaſins or Convulſi- 
ons, of the Y3ſceraand members, and ſhakings , with the Yertigo; afterwards, a 
_— of it being ſlidden into the pneumonic nerves, and their foldings, pro 


d moſt grievous Convulſions of the —_— Diaphragma, and Yentricle ; 
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and alſo another portion of the ſame matter invading the Brain, and its marrow, 
cauſed the Inſenſibiliry or amazedneſs, and (o the firs of the Falling-lickneſſe ; and 
at length, the texrure of the ſpirits being wholly vitiated, and their Larex being 
degenerated into a moſt ſharp, and as it were Stygian Liquor, the convullive di- 
ſtempers paſs'd into madneſs. 

Therefore, as to the particular reaſons, both of the diſeaſe, and ſymptoms, it 
ſeems, that the aforeſaid Virgin, by her ſedentary Life, ( ſhe being deprived 
altogether of the exerciſe of the body, andthe uſe of a more free Air, ) but chiefly 
by her nightly watchings, and being frequently interrupted of her ſeep, ſhe had 
contracted a vitious diſpoſition of the blood, and humours, andalſoa praved and 
weak conſtitution ofthe brain, and Nervous ſtock ( to which may be added, that 
ſhe did perpetually attend on a maſter, ſick of moſt grievous diſtempers of Con- 
vulſions, and by that means, had received perchance ſome contagion, or con- 
vulſive Infection : And firſt of all indeed, the Heterogeneous particles being pou- 
red forth, together with the nervous juce, into the brain and Cerebel, and there 
cleaving to the ſpirits, as it were skirmiſhed with the preliminarie ſcotomie, and 
vertigenous diſtemper ; then the convulſive matter, ſettling upon the beginnings 
of the wandring pairand intercoſtal Nerves, and the ſpinal marrow, bronghr in, 
with the Vertigo, the leaping of the Y3ſcera and Muſcles, and their lighter ſha- 
kings : Afterwards, when entring more deeply the pipes of the Nerves, it was 
carried into the Cervicalj, and Cardiac, and perhaps intercoſtal, and other un- 
foldings, and embued the ſpirits, performing the office of reſpiration, and the 
pulſe, with an exploſive Copwla ;, they being brought into exploſions at every 
turn, together with their ſuperiors, inhabiting the nervous origine, by reaſon of 
fullneſs, or becauſe of irritation, excited moſt horrid Convulſions of the reſpe- 
Ctive parts : But the fit growing ſtrong, from the pneumonic or breathing Nerves 
being ſtrictly bound, the ſudden inordinate ſyſtole of the Thorax, was ſtirred up ; 
then preſently, the Diaphragma being ſuddenly, and vehemently drawn back, 
the obſtreperous ejulation did ſucceed : Further, when by reaſon of the ſyſtole of 
the Thorax, being ſometime continued, the blood being hindred, that it could 
not move, it ftagnated altogether in the precordia, therefore, during the fit, that 
great oppreſſion of the heart, with want of ſpeech and motion afilicted the fick 
maid - But in the mean time, while as yet the region of the brain remained iree, 
and clear from the exploſions of the ſpirits, the ſick party remained in her ſenſes, 
or memory : but afterwards when the Convulſive matter being dayly increaſed, it 
was unfolded inthe middle or marrowy parts, of the debilitated and broken brain, 
to the former paſſions, about the precordia, came alſo the Inſenſibility and ama- 
zedneſs of ſpirits, then the Epilepſie, andIlaſtly madnefle, for the reaſons before 
recited. Many medicines, and of various kinds, _ r_ to this ſick 
maid, by many, both Phyſitians andEmpericks, but contuſedly, and with an un- 
certain method, being preſently changed, did her no good. 

A certain fair woman, well coloured, and well fleſh*d, froma ſetled grief, fell 
intoa ſickly diſpoſition ; about noon, and the evening, for the moſt part ſhe was 
pretty well, but in the morning, when ſhe had ſlept enough, and often indulg'd it 
too much, till ſhe became very ſomnolent and heavy : being thorowly awakened, 
preſently ſhe was wont to complain of a heavineſſe, and as it were a ſtupidneſs, in 
her whole head, with a Yertigo at every motion, or ſtirring about of her head ; a 
little after ſhe conſtantly expected a convullive fit, or the inſenſible amazednefs of 
the ſpirits, and ſometimes this, ſometimes that, was wontto infeſt her : for that 
after the Vertigo, as it were a previous velitation, for the moſt part, ſhe felt in her 
ventricle, and left ſide, 2n heavy or weighty pain running up and down here 
and there ; hence belching, a ſtriving to vomit, eruptions of blaſts, alſo wonder- 
full diitentions of the abdomen, and hypochondria, did follow, and ſometimes 
for many hours, did miſerably Exerciſe this woman ; but ſometimes thefe Symp- 
toms hapned to be wanting, and then the diſtemper more cruelly afflicted her 
brain : for falling into frequent inſenſible fits, ſhe was wont to continue a great. 
while immovable, and with hereyes ſhut, without ſenſe or underſtanding ; and 
when her ſervants had moved her, by rubbings, and with the fume of Tobacco, 
ſhe came by and by to her ſelf, but preſently again ſhe fell into the like inſenfibi- 
lity, and ſo for four or five times, before ſhe could perfe&tly recover herſelf, and 


be without expecting to fall into theſe fits again 4 At length the Tragedy _ 
acted, 
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ated, ſhe remained however aftected with an heavineſs, and torpor of her head, 
in ſome meaſure: but about noon, all the clouds being diſcuſſed, ſhe was wont to 
obtain a fair, and ſerene diſpolition of her whole head, untill the next morning, 
the ſanie Symptoras would return again, 

Whoſhall rightly weigh theſe Symptoms, need not ſuppoſe them vapours, ari- 
ſing from the womb, ot ſpleen, and in thole ſeek for the morbific cauſe in vain : 
which truly may more certainly be placed in the head ir ſelf : for it ſeems, that by 
reaſon of a great ſadneſs ( which happens often to women ) at the beginning, a 
great debility, together with a vitious taint, was impreſſed on her brain ; ſo in- 
deed that the animal ſpirits derivedto the brainand Cerebell, brought withthem, 
heterogeneous particles, of a mixt kinde, viz. Partly narcotick or ſtupifying, 
and partly exploſive or ruſhing forth : which kinde of Copula, when they had 
more plentifully conceived, through ſleep, they were ſtitred up to the ſhaking of 
it of, by mere fullneſs : as ſoon therefore, as the woman was awakened, the ſame 
ſpirits, being moved, either a bending downward being made below, they were 
depreſſed upon the beginnings ofthe Nerves, and there being exploſed, they ex- 
cited Conyulſions of the ©icera ; or leaping back towards the middle of the brain, 
and being there ſtruck off, they brought in thoſe frequent and terrible Inſenſibi- 
lities. ln truth, this diſtemper was ſomewhat akin to the Epilepſie, but that the 
morbific matter was not as yet ſtayed within the regal palace of the brain, or its 
middle part, ſo that there it might infect the ſpirits, within their Fountains ; but 
yer, the ſame heterogeneous Copula, did cleave more ſtrictly to them, diſſociated 
or disjoyned below, and dividing themſelves into various and leſſer rivolets, ac- 
cording to the beginnings of the Nerves. In the mean time, the ſpirits, whereby 
they might ſhake off that matter, being often exploſed, cauſed the ſtupor, and 
Inſenſibility, but bending to ſome other place, they ruſhed upon the beginnings 
of the Nerves, for that reaſon caus'dthoſe Spaſms or Convullions of the viſcera : 
But that the fits come only in themorning, after a plentiful ſleep, the reaſon was 
becauſe the heterogeneous Copula of the ſpirits, coming to rhem with the Ner- 
vous juce, was at that time gathered together to a fit fulneſs for exploſions, 
which being then wholly ſhaken off, the ſick perſon remained therefore all the reſt 
of the day, free from the diſtemper, till the nextday, when the nights ſleep had 
brought to the head, a new ſupplement of morbific matter, the like fit returned in 
the morning; which pethaps, as the ſleep had been ſhorter or longet, was mo- 
ved now within the brain, now near the nervous origine. - 


But it may beobſerv'd, that Convullſions have ariſen,from the nervous origine, «As OMeres 
being chiefly affected, not only inthe female ſex, as the weaker and more lyable, 9” of 4 4ftem- 


as it Tere 
fterical in 4 


but ſometimes, theſe kinds of diſtempers have beenexcited in men, fromthe like 
procatartic cauſe. Some years ſince, being haſtily ſent for from a ſtranger, who 

lodged in this Citty, at firſt ſight, Iſuſpected that he was poſleſs'd, and believ'd 

that he had more need of Exorciſms, than of Medicines. He was about Forty 
years old, who had now for about three years, at certain ſet times of the year, 
been wont to be troubled with convulſive Motions ; whilſt he by chance lodged 
here, for a few days about his occaſions, by reaſon of a great ſadneſs, he had a 
fit of his ſickneſs greater thanuſuall : He was wont for two or three days. before- 
hand, to feel the coming of his diſeaſe ; to wit, from a great commotion within 
the forepart of the head, almoſt a continual Yertigo, and frequent dimneſs of his 
eyes: But the fit comitig on him, art firſt his eyes were n—_ roled about, and 
inverted, then a certain bulk, like a living animal, was ſeen to creep from the 
bottom of his belly upwards, towards his heart and breaſt, and from thence to his 
head : I my ſelf preſſing his belly, with my hand, felt very plainly this kinde of 
motion, and as long as | hindred this round thing from aſcending, with both my 
hands, and all my ſtrength, he found himſelf indifferently well ; but as ſoon as 
this ſwelling creeping upwards by degrees, had reached the head, preſently the 
members of the whole body were cruelly pulPd together, that he would daſh 
himſelf zgainſt the walls, or poſts, as if poſſeſt by an evill ſpirit ; He could hardly 
be held, and reſtrain'd, by four ſtrong men, with all their force, but that he would 
leap from them, and fling, out his arms, feet, and head, here and there, with 
divers manners of motions : when he ceaſed from leaping forth, or ſtrugling, his 
members would be ſtrongly extended, and his muſcles ſtiff}, as if troubled with the 


Cramp, or ſtiff extenſion: ſuch a fir would laſt about a quarter of an hour, then 
coming 
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coming to himſelf, he would talk ſoberly, and walk about it his Chamber ; he 
knew what he had ſuffer'd, and ask*d pardon of the ſtanders by, preſently after he 
began to draw his eyes inward, and ſwiftly torole them about - then preſently 
the convulſive diſtemper returning, acted the like Tragedy as before : and after 
this manner, he would have five or fix of theſe kinde of convulſive fits, within 
three hours ſpace. In the midſt of one of theſe fits, a vein in his Arm being o0- 
pened, anda large orifice made, the blood flowed out ſlowly, and was ſeen pre- 
{ently to be congealed : and fo indeed, that being received into the diſh, it didnot 
flow about, after the manner of Liquors, with a plain and equal ſuperficies; bur 
like melted ſewet, drop'd into a cold veſlell, one drop being heaped upon ano- 
ther, it grew to a heap. 

If this ſtrange diſtemper had hapned to a woman, it would preſently have been 
faid, that it was the mother, or hiſterical, and the Cauſe of it would have been 
laid on the fault ofthe womb ; eſpecially, for that the aſcent of ſomething, like a 
bulk, began the fit, from the bottom of the belly : But when this common ſoluti- 
on, which moſt often is the mere ſubterfuge of Ignorance, cannot be admitted in 
this caſe, it ſeems moſt congruous to reaſon, to referr all theſe Symptoms, to 
theevill afteftions of the brain, and nervous ſtock. For truly it may be plainly 
gathered, that the cauſe of the diſeaſe, did lye hid in the head it ſelf, by the 
Symptoms preceding the fit, which did denote a very great agitation of the ſpi- 
rits, within the head ; that inflation of the brain, and heavy ſvimmings, which 
conſtantly came juſt as the fit was coming upon him, the turnings of the eyes, 
manifeſtly argue, that heterogeneous and exploſive particles, did adhere to the 
ſpirits, dwelling within the Encephalon, near to the beginnings of the Nerves. $9 
that this caſe, comes near to the nature of the Epilepſie, excepting, that the ſpi- 
rits within the middle of the brain, did not admit an heterogeneous Copula, nor 
being exploſed in another place, did they tumultuouſly break forth there; for du- 
ring the fit, the ſick perſon was ſtill in his ſenſes, or had the uſe of his memory : 
But the morbific matter, being more plentifully laid up in the head, when from 
thence it was ſlid, more deeply into the pipes, both of the Interior und Exterior 
Nerves, it had placed mines of exploſive ſeeds, very diffuſive, in the viſcera, both 
of the lower and middle belly, and alſo in the exterior members ;. ſo that, when 
the animal ſpirits began to be exploded, near the beginningsof the nerves, pre- 
ſently from thence, others inhabiting the meſenteric enfoldings, and then others 
inthe other nervous enfoldings,' interjeted from the outmoſt bound, even to the 
head, being exploſed in order, did even continue the Convulſions, from one part 
to another, untill they came to the head it ſelf: but preſently the exploſion being 
tranſlated from thence, to the ſpirits dwelling in the ſpinal marrow, and na 
ding Nerves, the moſt ſtrong Convulſions of the mules, and members of the 
whole body follow'd : But that, that aſcent, as it were of a bulk, or ſubſtance 
which very often was perceivedin the lower belly, about the beginning of the 
Convulfions, proceeding from the ſpirits, within the meſenterick enfoldings, 
being brought into exploſions, ſhall be more largely declared anon, when we 
come to treat of hyſterick paſſions. 

In the mean time if it be ask'd,for what reaſon, that, the convulſive paroxyſm, 
beginning in the part of the head, near the beginnings of the Nerves, preſently 
the ſpirits dwelling in the outmoſt parts ( as many as are pre-diſpoſed for that 
Symptom ) enter into exploſions, and ſo transfer the convulſive Diſtemper, .be- 
ing there fully raiſed, upwards, ou it 1s for the moſt part ſo, whether the en- 
trance of the diſeaſe begins in the bottom of the belly, or about the middle of the 
abdomen, the Hypochondria or precordia, for that the Convulfion is wont to creep 


Wherefore the by degrees, from thoſe places towards the head. ) Ifay, for the ſolution of this, 
Convulſions theſetwo conſiderations are offer'd, towit, in the firſt place we conſider, that 
begin from the gghen ſome whole ſeries of ſpirits is diſturbed, thoſe who reſide in the extreameſt 


extremities of 


the Nerves. 


bounds are firſt deſtituted of their originall Influence ; wherefore, they, before 0- 
thers, grow tumultuous, and begin to grow irregular z hence it is, when the 
Nerve of the arm or thigh, is ſtrained hard, by leaning on it, that the wonted 
Influence is hindred, that a numneſs, with a ſenſe of pricking or tingling, is firſt 
felt in the fingers or toes ; from whence by degrees, it creeps upwards towards the 
places affected. Secondly, theother is, and rather the reaſon of this diſtemper, 
to wit, that the ſpirits being ready for exploſions, when they are contained with- 

in 


Chap.V. nn Men and Women, 


1n the nervous pipes, oe or more, as ſo many diltinct little Tubes, they require 
a ſufficient ample ſpace, in which they may be able- very much, and indeed ſuc- 
ceſlively to be ratefied, aud expanded; which thing becauſe it cannot be eaſily 
performed, within the Trunks of the Nerves, from the beginning towards the 
end, therctore while the Spirits, about the nervous origine, being firſt ſtruck off, 
leap back towards the Excephaleon, for that caule they ſtir up the Vertigo : the 
more open exploſion of the ſpirits, for” the moſt part, begins about the 
inferior paſſages of the nerves, or at their extremities, where the Trunk 
of the nerve 1s cither dilated, into more ample foldings, or terminated in 
more fivres largely diſperſed abroad ; then thoſe Spirits being exploſed, there 
isroom made preſently for others ſucceeding inorder, whereby in like manner 
they may be exploded : Hence we may obſerve, whilſt the exterior Spirits are 
exploded, if a Ligature or hard Compreſlion being made, the ſucceſſion of others 
into the ſame ſpace, or their progreſs toward the exterior parts be intercepted, 
the Convulſion is wont to be hindred, that it cannot aſcend upwards : wherefore 
when a numbneſs ( as medical Hiſtories teſtifie ) being ariſen from the fartheſt end 
of the finger, or toe, creeps to the ſuperior parts, with a tingling, or like a cold 
air, andat length reaching the brain, cauſes moſt horrid Convulſions; if by and 
by after the motion is begun, the Arm or thigh be ſtrongly tyed, the Spaſin or 
Convulſion not being able to get over the bound place, is hindred from coming 
tothe head ; yea, 1t is uſuall for hiſterical women, as ſoon as the ſwelling of the 
belly, or the aſcent of the bulk in the abdomen is firlt perceived, to gird ſtrongly 
their waiſts, with Swathing-bands, and ſo oftentimes they prevent, the Precore 
= = the region of the brain, from being diſturbed, by that ſame Convul- 
VE rit. 


Bur that the Blood, being letout in the mideſt of the fit, was ſo ſoon congeal- yp,,.c,. te 
ed, indeed it very ordinarily happens to be fo, in Convulſive and Apoplectical 3ioog ſoon 
Diſtempers, as the moſt learned Heighmore hath firſt noted, out of Fendochives : ps." Mþ 


But that ſome from hence contend, that Convulſtons reiy altogether upon the 


thickneſs of the Blood, and ſtagnation, its motion being hindred, cannot be /fempers: 


granted : Becauſe, the blood taken from thoſe who are ſubject to convulſions, a 
little before the-fit, is dilated with ſerum, and fluid enough : wherefore, we may 
lawfully think, that, that Congelation is cauſed by the paroxyſmit ſelf, becauſe 
in Convulſive motions, and immoderate Contrattions of the Nerves, and Y:ſcera, 
the interflowing Blood, by the exhalations of its ſpirit, and ſerum, is ſomewhat 
looſened in its mixtion, and therefore in ſome ſort coagulated ; like as when milk, 
by reaſon of too much agitation, and ſeparation of the parts one from another, 
grows into butter ; wherefore this kinde of Coagulation of the Blood, ſeems ra» 
ther to be the effect, than the Cauſeof the Convullions. 


The Curdatorie Method. 


S to the Cure of theſe kinde of Convulſive Diſtempers, which in women, or 

men, proceed from the morbific cauſe lying upon the beginnings of the 
Nerves. The firſt Indication will be, todraw away the tinder or inkindling of the 
diſcaſe,viz. to hinder,that the blood may not affix on the head, the h eneous 
particles, either begot in it ſelf, or received elſewhere from the Y3ſcera. For this 
purpoſe; an evacuation, both by catharticks, and blood-letring, unleſs ſomething 
contradict, is wont to be benificially preſcribed. 

Vomiring moſt often brings help, wherefore Emeticks of the Infuſion of Cro- 
eus metallorum, or of the Salt of Yitriol, or wine of Squills, is to be taken at the 
beginning. Then almoſt the next day, the taking away of Blood, either by phle- 
boromy in the Arm, or by Leeches in the Sedal veins, is to be performed ; then af- 
terwards, a gentle purge of pills, or ſolutive Apozems, is to be ordained, and 
timely repeated. | : 

Take of the pills of the Amber of (7ato, of of the Tartar of Bontixs 5 ii. ofthe 
Reſine of Falap, or.xvi. of Caſter J i. of the oyle of Roſmary or Amber, is. of gumm- 
Ammoniac diſolv'd in hyſterical water, what will ſuffice to make 16. pills. Let 4. 
of them be taken every ſixth, or Seventh day. 

Take of the R gots of Polypodia of the Oak, of ſherp pointed-docks porgeneth ry 
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chervill, cach, 3 vi. of the male Peony, 5 iii. of the leaves of Berony, germander,/ has 
mipits, Vervine, the male Betony, each 1. handfull, of the ſeeds of Cardamums, and 
burdock.each 7 iii. let them be boyled in 4. pints of Spring water till half be con- 
ſumed : Let it be ſtrained into a matrace, to which put of the leaves of the beſt 
Senna, 5 i. of Rhubarb, Z3 Vi. of Tarbith gummed = (3. of Epithimum, of yellow-San- 
ders, each 7 ii. of the Salt of wormwood, and Scurvy-graſs, each 5 i. the yellow 
rine of the _ 3 1i. let them digeſt cloſe, ſhut, in hot Sand for 12. hours. 
let the ſtraining be kept for uſe, ſweeten it ( if there be need ) with what will 
ſuffice, of the Auguſtan Syrrop, or of Succory with Rubarb. The Doſe & vi. once 
or twice 1n a week. . 
Every day, in which purges are not taken, Remedies ſtrengthning the brain, 
and alſo the animal Spirits; for the taking away the heterogeneous Copula, or for 
Remedies for a the hindring them from running into exploſions, are to be adminiſtred, which 
more bot tem-jndeed ought to be preſcribed and choſen, according to the Conſtitution, and 
perament. habit of the Body, and temperament of the ſick; for too lean bodys, and ſuch as 
being indued with a more hot blood, medicines leſs hot; and which do not trou- 
ble the bloud above meaſure, ought to be given : On the Contrary, for phleg- 
matick and fat people, whoſe urine is thin, and watery, and whoſe Blood is Cir- 
culated more heavily, and Y:ſcera's ſtuffed, more hot Remedies, andnotably apt 
to ferment the humours, are deſigned. In the former Caſe,let it be preſcribed, af- 
ter this manner. | 
Coroborating Take of the Conſerve of the Flowers of Betony, Tamarick, the male-Peonie, each 
medicines and © ii, of the Spectes of Diamargerit frigida 3 if,. of the powder of the Roor of Peonze, 
ſpecificks. 2nd of the ſeeds of the ſame each 3 1. of red-Coral! prepared 3 ii. of vitriol of ſteel, 
J 11. of the Salt of Wormwood, 3 it. with what wili tuftice of the juce of Oranges, 
make an Eleftuary, take of it twice or thrice in a day, drinking after it a little 
draught of the Julap hereafter preſcribed. 

Take of Corall Red, with the juce of Oranges, beaten together ina glaſs, or 
marble mortar, and dry'd, 56. of the powder of z/letow of the oake, of the root 
of the male Peonie 7 11.0f perled ſugar, iii. make a powder, the doſe from Y i. 
to 36. twice or thrice in a day. 

Take of the Speczes of Diamargarit frigida 7 ii. of the Salt of wormwood, 7 iii. of 
the root of Cocowpint powderd, 3 i. mix them, make a powder, let it be divided 
into xx. parts, take a doſe inthe morning, andat four in the afternoon. 

Take of the Roors of Butterbur 5 1. doſe 3s, to 3 i. twice in a day. 

Difilled wa- Take of the Leaves of Burdock, and Cocowpint each vi. handfulls, let them be 
zers and Fu- cut and mixed together, and fo diſtilled. The doſe 7 ii. to iii, twice or thrice a 
laps. day, after a doſe of Eleftuaryor powder, 
Take of this water diſtilled ii. pints, of our fee! prepared, Fii. mix them in a 
Vial, let it be taken after the ſame manner. 
Take of the Simple water of walnuts, and of black-(herries each half a pint, of 
Snales 5 iii. of the Syrrop of the flowers of the male Pome, 5 ii. the doſe 5 16. to 
two, after the ſame manner. 
Take of the ſhavings of Ivory, and harts-horn each iii. drams, of the roots of Cher- 
vill, burdock, Valerian, each halfan ounce, of the leaves of Betony, Chamepits, 
harts-tongue, the tops of Tamarish, each one handfull, of the barks of T amarist, 
and of the woody mghtſhade, each half an ounce, let them be boyled in two quarts 
of ſpring water, to the conſumption of the third part ; add to it of white-wine 
. eight ounces, ſtrain it intoa pitcher, to which put of the leaves of brook-lime, and 
Cardamine, each one handful, make an Infuſion warm, and cloſe for four hours : 
Let the colature be kept cloſe in glaſſes. The doſe 5 vi. twice in a day, after a 
doſe of ſome ſolid Medicine ; ſometimes ſuch an eApozme may be mixed with 5 11. 
of our ſteel, and taken in the ſame manner. | 
In the Summer time, the uſe of ſpaw-waters is convenient,and for want of them, 
bur Artificial ones may be taken. | | 
Remedies in « If that forthe reaſons above-recited, more hot Medicines are to be preſcribed, 
more cold tem- you may proceed according to the following method. 
perament. - Take of the Conſerves of Roſemary, of the yellow of Oranges, and Lemmons, each 
EleBluwrie, S 11. of Lignam aloes, of x Ewart 6 ofthe roots of ſnake-weed, Contrayerva, An- 
* gelica, Cocowpint.ceach 3 i. of the vitriol of ſteel ( or of ſteel prepared ) J ili. of the 


alt of wormwood, and Scurvy-graſs, each 3 i. with what will fulfice of candied Wal 
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wats, make an Eleuary : Ler it be taken twice in a day, to the quantity of anut- 
meg, drinking after it a doſe of appropriate Liquor. 

-Take of the Roors of male-Peony, Angellica, and red Coral prepared, each 7 ji. of 
oy diſſolved in the water of Szales, boyled to the conſiſtency of Tablets, z yi, 
of the oyle of Am'er lightly rectified, 36. make a ſufficient quantity of Lozenges, 
each weighing about half a dram, take oneor two twice or thrice a day, drink- 
ing after it a doſe of proper Liquor. 

Take of the Roors of Virginian Snake-weed, Contrayerva, Valerian, each * ii. of 
red Coral, and prepared Pearl, each 7 i. of winteran Bart, and of the root of Cretian 
Dittany, each 5 1. of the Yitriol of Steel, and Salt of wormwaood, each 3 ij. of the 
extract of (entaury 3 ii. of Ammoniacum diſſolved in hilterical water, what will 
ſuffice, to make a pillulary maſs : of which take four pills, in the morning, aud 
at four in the afternoon. | 

Take of the Spirits of harts-born, or Sut, or humane Blood, or of Sal ammoniack, 
what will ſuffice, take of them from 10. to 12. drops, morning and evening, in 
a ſpoonfull of Julap, drinking a little draught of the ſame after it, 


lake of the Leaves of Betony, Vervine, Sage, Lady-ſmocks, Cocowpint, Burdock,, Diffill'd was 


Pills; 
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each two hand-fulls, of green walnuts, number 20. the rinds of fix Oranges, #* 


and of 4. Lemons, of Cardanums, and (wbebbs, each 7 i. being cut and bruled, 
Pour on them of whey made of C:der or white wine, fix pints, let them he diſtil- 


manner. 

Take of the (onſervesof the Leaves of Rue, made with an equal part of ſugar,Zvi. 
take of it the quantity of a zutmeg, twice in a day, drinking after it of the decoCti- 
on of the Seeds and Roors of 4 urdvck,, in whey or poſſet-drink,made of white-wine. 

Or there may be prepared a Conſerve of the leaves of the Tree of Life, withan 
equnall part of Sugar: dole 5. to 3 1. twice ina day. | 

Take of n4llipeds prepared 5 iii. of ameos ſeeds 3 i, make a powder, divide it in- 
to 10. parts, take a doſe twice in a day, or 12 Sows or woodlice bruſed, and white- 
wine, putto them, let the juce be wrung out, make a draught, let it be taken 
twice a day. 

In the mean time, while theſe Medicines are taken Inwardly, it is Tmetimes 
convenient to raiſe bliſters, with Veſicatories, in the nape of the neck and be- 
hinde theears ; for ſo the ſerous and ſharp humours, are very much brought away 
from the head : beſides, ſneezing powders, and ſuch as purge Rhume from the 
head, often give ſignal help. The taking away of Blood from the Sedal veins, or 
the foot, ought ſometimes to be itterated ; yea, and the Diſtemper urging, Plai- 
oo or Cataplaſms, are profitably applyed to the ſoles of the feet. It is alſo bene- 
cial to apply drawing medicines, about the calves and thighs. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Of Conwnlſive Motions, whoſe cauſe ſubſiſts about the extre- 
mities of the Nerves, or within the nervous foldings. 


Comin Convulſive diſtempers do ariſe, without any fault in the Head, by 


the irritation and exploſion of the ſpirits, remaining about the — > 
y 


the nerves, which plainly appears, becauſe, when medicines haul ſh 
Vencricles or [nteſtines, or worms y=w them, there do not only follow Gon 
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fions in thoſe parts, bur beſides, convulſive motions do ſometimes torment ( or 
are retorted on )the members, and outward Limbs : for indeed, as we have 
ſhown elſewhere, when the ſenſe of a very grievous Trouble torments any part, 
and from that is communicated to the chief Senforie, preſently from thence, an 
involuntary, and irregular motion, is wont to be refleC&ed on the ſpirits in that 
place irritated ; and that not only by the ſame nerves, to which the ſenſe of the 
Pain was carried, but ſometimes alſo the Convulſion is reciprocated, by others, 
either neighbouring, or altogether extraneous : So the Stone being fixed in the 
Ureters, and irritating very much 1ts nervous fibres, excites Convullive motions, 
not only in the diſtemperd Veſſel}, but almoſt in all the Y5ſcera of the Abdomen ; 
So that, the urine being ſuppreſſed, Torments diffuſed here and there, and.very 
often horrid Vomitings follow. Wherefore,”tis not at all to be doubted, but that 
both diſeaſes, and ſome Convulſive Symptoms, are very often induced, by rea- 
ſon of an outward hurt, brought to the Tops of the Nerves, terminating with- 
in the membranes, muſcles, or Y:ſcera: yea, in the hyſterical, hypochonariacal, 
and certain other paſſions, if at any time Convulſive motions are excited, in the 
hurt head, by the fault of the womb, ſpleen, or other Inward ; verily they a- 
riſe by this only means, to wit, by the Trouble of the reſt of the parts, being 
tranſlated this way through the Netves,( but im no wife, by the Vapours) to the 
brain, and are propagated, all about, into various Regions of the Body. 

But it ſhould here be noted, that although the evident Solitary cauſe, foraſ- 
much as it is ſtrong and vehement, may ſometimes induce Convulſions of it ſelf, 
and without a previous diſpoſition : becauſe indeed the Animal Spirits being ir- 
ritated, beyond meaſure, _ greater and more than ordinary exploſions, as 
in overgreat purging , and Vomiting, and the firs of the Collick, and Stone, is 
ordinarily wont to happen ; yet in many other Convulfive Diſtempers, whoſe fits 
are often and habitual], beſides the irritation made, about the extremities of the 
nerves, which ſerves for the moſt part for the evident cauſe, alſo a certain more 
remote cauſe is preſent, to whoſe efficacy the affault of the diſeaſe is chiefly be- 
holden ; to wit, when Convulſive motions are wont to be excited, and at every 
turn repeated, by the fault of the Spleen, womb, or other private part, it may 
be ſaſpeCted, that the animal Spirits, of the F:hres in the drſtemperd part, and 
thoſe diſpoſed in its — parts, had firſt contratted an heterogeneous, 
explofive Copuls,by which being filled, to a running over, they were provoked, by 
a light accation, to Convulſive exploſions : Then, thoſe —_ firſt begun, about 
the extremities of the nerves, creepupwards by the paſfage of the fame nerves, 
and are often caryed tothe ſame nervous origine, and ſometimes beyond, to the 
middle of the brain : from whence, laſtly, being refletted, on the nervous ſtock, 
they alſo ſecondarily, cauſe the Convulſions of the members, and Limbs : But 
afrer the Brain, and a Superior portion of the nervous Syſtem, are wont to ſuf- 
fer, and be affefted often, by the Convulſions below excited, the ſpirits inhabi- 
ing thofe parts, alſo begin to he themſetves adulterated at length, and toadmit 
an heterogeneousand exploſive Ct and fo to acquire, in part,a procatartick 
eayfe ; henee at length, a Convalfive procatarxis or more remote cauſe, becomes 
Common to ecitherend of the Trunk of rhe ſame nerves, and the animal ſpirits 
of one nerve, or more, beingevilly diſpoſed, both at the head and tail, conceive 
exploſions from cither part, and deliver them preſently to the other, as ſhall be 
more largely declared below, when we treat particularly of hyſterical, and ©0- 
ther paſſions. in the mean time, we wilt add ſome hiſtories, and obſervations, 
of Convulſions, ariſing from the farther ends, or extremities of the Nerves. 

A fine tnaid, about the 16th. year of her age, falling from her horſe, and light- 
ing upon a Stone, grievouſly hurt her left breaſt, from whence a Tumor aroſe, 
with pain, which Symptows notwithſtanding by the uſe of medicines, at the be- 
ginning feem'd tobe mitigated, and to beindifferently well, for a long time after. 
Three years after, ſhe having,taken cold, and having obſerved but a bad courſe 
of dyet, all things began to be exafperated, the hurt part ſmelling intoa bigger 
bulk, troubled her with an accute, and almoſt continual pain, that the ſick Vir- 
gin, for thecrueI torment, could take no reſt, for many days and nights, neither 
copſd ſhe fuffer the planduls's.of her Breaſt, being then made more tumid, to be 
_ touch'd-or handled, yea nor any noyle, or ſhaking to be. made in the Cham- 
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Wheil to this Tumour, about to degenerate into a Cancer, they had applyed 
fomentations, and Caraplaſms of hemlock, aud mand- 345, and other ſtupifying and 
repereuſiing things, this gentlewoman began to ſuſler certain Convaliive atfeCti- 
ons, infeſting her very often : Ar firſt,. as ofcen as the pain in her breait did moſt 
cruelly rorment her, ſhe felt in that place, prickings, alſo convallions, and con- 
tractions, running about here and there.: then preſently her Yenrricle, and bypo- 
chonaria, and often the whole Abdomen, were wont to be inflated, and very 
much diſtended, with an endeavour of belching, and Vomiting ; by and by, the 
ſamediſtemper, being leaſurely tranſlated to the ſuperior parts, excited Inſenſibi- 
lity ; to which ſhortly after, Convulſive motions lucceeded,, in the whole Body, 
fo ſtrongly, that the Sick party could ſcarce be held, by three or four ſtrong 
men. ; 
Theſe kinde of fits, at firſt were wandring, and only occaſionally excited : to 
wit, they would come, as often as the pain of her brelt was ſtrained, by ſome e- 
vident cauſe: Afterwards, theſe Convulſions did more often infelt her, and at 
laſt, they became habitual, and periodical, twice ia a day, to wit, they were 
wont to come again conſtantly, at ſo many ſet hours after eating - And when 
after this manner, the ſick Gentlewoman, had been miſerably afflicted, for ſix 
months, at length, ſhe began to be moleſted with a vertiginous Diſtemper of her 
head, exerciſing her almoſt continually : for which evill, when a fomentation of 
aromatick and cephalick herbs, had been a good while adminilſtred to her head, 
ſhe became better, as to the giddineſs ; but then ſhe was perpetually infelted, with 
a quite new, and admirable Symptom, viz. an empty cough, without ſpitting, 
night and day, unleſs when ſhe was overwhelmed with ſleep : After this worthy 
Virgin, had tryed without much benifit, diverſe medicines and remedies, pre- 
ſcribed by ſeveral Phylitians, ſhe was at laſt helped, by making uſe of the molt 
temperate Bath, at the Bath ;. then bzing preſently married, after ſhe had con- 
ce:ved, and was brought to bed, ſhe by degrees grew well. | 
If the reaſons of the whole diſeaſeand its Accidents, be inquired into, without The reaſon of 
doubt, the convulſive diſtemper, was firſt of all excited from the tumour, or pai- bv. 
ned place of the breaſt ; the cauſe of which was, partly the moſt ſharp ſenſe of 
pain, being impreſſed from its fibres and nervous parts, but partly by the hetero- 
geneous Copula, being affixed on the ſpirits inhabiting thoſe fibres and nerves ; for 
truly, it may be ſuſpected, that the molt ſharp humour impacted in the Tumor, 
which perhaps had in ſome ſort flowed thither, by the pallages of the Nerves, 
being repercuſſed, by the uſe of Topicks, - had entred the fibres and nervous fila- 
ments, or little ſtrings diſpoſed thorow the whole border or neighbourhood, and 
ſo the heterogeneous, and exploſive Copula, had clove to the ſpirits ; for the 
ſhaking off of which, as often as by pain they were excited, they entred into con- 
vulſive exploſions, and together with them, other ſpirits flowing within the 
neighbouring Nerves, by conſent of the forms ( as it often happens) were ex- 
ploded after the ſame manner : Then the convulſive diſtemper, when it firſt had 
begun in the extremities of the Nerves, being continued thoroi their pallages, 
even tothe head, was wont to cauſe the inſenſibleneſs, and from thence, leapin 
back upon the whole nervous ſyſtem, the convulſive motions, of the Limbs and al 
the members : Theſits, about the beginning of the ſickneſle, being excited after 
this manner, by reaſon of pain, from the diſtemper'd part, were carried ſecon- 
darily tothe brain, and its appendix : But afterwards, when the ſpirits — 
thoſe places, bcingoften exploſed, by ſympathy, had fo looſned, and weakne 
the pores of the containing parts, that there lay open a paſſage, within the ſame, 
for all heterogenious particles to enter, with the nervous juce, the convulſive 
rocatarxis or more remote cauſe, alſoincreaſed in the head ; and the ſpirits in- 
habiting the Encephalon, being infected with an heterogenious Copula,they them- 
ſelves began the convulſive fit, or at lealt afforded the firſt inſtinct to its aſffalc, 
which did return, for the moſt part, art ſuch ſet hours after eating, becauſe the 
morbific matter, was carried in, together with the nervous juce, almoſt in an 
equal dimenſion : 1n truth, in ſuch caſes, where the convulſion being generall, 
doth poſſes almoſt all the parts of the whole nervous ſyſtem ſucceſſively, we may 
ſuſpect, that the animal ſpirits, ha1 contraCted an heterogenious and exploſive 
Copula, in the whole nervous ſtock, which, when it is ariſen, at the ſet time, 


to a fullneſs , incites the ſpirits themſelves, at the appointed time, in like ma 
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ner to exploſions, and the ſame exploſion, being begun ſomewhere, is propaga- 
ted in order, to all, after the manner of a fiery enkindling. 

As to that empty cough, which ſucceeding the jomentation of the head, exer- 
ciſcd this ſick perſon allmoit inceſſantly for many months ; it ſeems, that this 
Symptom ſhould dependaltogether from the nerves origire being diſtemper'd and 
not art all ou the ſtutting of the Lungs, for ſhe did not avoid any thing with the 
cough ; and ifat any time that force of coughing was violently reſtrained, pre- 
{ently ſhe was troubled with the ſenſe of choaking in her Throat : Sothat, as it 1s 
very likely, the morbific matter laid up near the nervors origine being rarified and 
ſtirred, by the fomentation, entred more deeply the heads of the nerves, ap- 
pointed for the Lungs, and ſtirred up in their fibres, and filaments, perpetuall con- 
vulſions : after the like manner, as when the nervous juce, which waters the fi- 
bres, and tendons of the Muſcles, being made ſharp, and degenerate, induces to 
thoſe parts, continual leapings and contraCtions : hence, when a Convullion or 
ſpaſm was jtop'd, in ſome branches of the diſtemper*d Nerves, ſoas ſhe could not 
cough, preſently che Convulſive motion, running into other branches, of the 
ſame neighbour Nerve, ſtirred up that choaking in the Throat. I will here pro- 
poſe another example of a Convullion, ariſing from the extremities of the Nerves 
being affected. 

A noble Matron, of fifty years of Age, after her courſes had left her for about 
half a year, began tocomplain, firſt in a pricking pain of her lefr pap, then at- 
terwards, that diſtemper leaving her, ſhe was ill about her ventricle, for there 
aroſe an hard, and as1t were a {chirrous Tumour, with a fad pain ; upon this 
came an inflation of the ſtomach, with difficylty of reſpiration, a nauſeouſnels, 
and frequent Vomiting : Then the diſeaſe encreaſing, witha more ſharp pain run- 
ning abour here and there, ſhe fell into Convulſive diſtempers of the ventricle - to 
wit, in that place, ſhe was allmoſt continually troubled, with Convulſions vari- 
ouſly running about, jult as if her ventricle had beentorn to pieces : Beſides a con- 
ſtant perturbation of minde, with thirſt, and watchings, and a frequent deliqui- 
#m of ſpirits, as if ſhe had been juſt dying, exerciſing this fick Lady : All which 
ſymptoms, ſhe plainly perceiv'd to ariſe, from that Tumour in her ventricle - 
They faw that all vomitory, cathartical, antiſcorbuticall, and hyſterical Medi- 
cines, did her no good, but were rather hurtfull, and troubleſome ; ſhe received 
tome benefit, by the taking away of blood by.Leeches, and by the nſe of Aſles 
milk, and afterwards ſhe was much caſed, by the long drinking of fpaw-waters. 

The aforefaid Symptoms, which commonly are aſcribed to the hyſterical paſli- 
on, and the vapours tromthe womb here plainly appear, to have proceeded from 
a Tumour, ariſing about the bottom of the ventricle : for that the blood of this 
Lady, being very hot, and melanchollick, when it could be no more purged, by 
her courſes, flowing from her, it laid up its recrements, and aduſt fzculencies, 
at firſt in her breaſt, and then from a new beginning, in the membranes of her 
ftomach : From the tumor rhere made, ſharp and heterogenious particles falling 
down perpetually, entred the fibres and nerves, planted round about ; which clea- 
ving continually to the ſpirits, dwelling in, and flowing into thoſe parts, excited 
them to frequent exploſions, and ſo made Convulſive diſtempers, in all the neigh- 
bouring parts: But that ſometimes the convuiſive motions were more light in thet 
place, hence it appears, that the whole nervous ſtock, and the head it ſelf ( as is 
wont to be-in greater convulſions) had not as yet been touched, with the ſame 
diftemper : But the diſorder of ſpirits, ariſing about the parts affected, and from 
thence transfer'd, by a'ſmaller undulation or waving to the head, and ſo only 
lightly diſtmbing the ſpirits, inhabiting ir, induced watchings, with a great 
heat, and perturbation of the phantaſie, what we have hitherto diſcourſed of 
Convullions, from the morhbific cauſe ſetling upon either end of the nervous ſy- 
ſtem, will more clearly appear, when we ſhall hereafter trear particularly of the 
chief kinds of convulſions, viz. the hyſterical, hypochondriacall, and other pal- 
fions : In the mean time, there will be no need to add a Curatory method, for 
this Hypotheſis of convulſions, ariſing by reaſon of the extremities of the nerves 
being affected, becaufe the ways of curing may be better accomodated, to the 
paſſions ofthis kinde, hereafter particularly to be ſpoken of : But for the pre- 
{ent, it behoves us, to proceed to the unfolding of the convulſive paſſions, whoſe 
caufe, or morbifick matter, ſeems to ſubſiſt,, within the nervous foldings. ve 
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We have largely enough, in another place, diſcourſed of the nervous fol- 
dings, and in their deſcription, and uſe, we have ſhown, that 'tis very likely,the 
more grievous fits of convulſive motions, beginning oftentimes within theſe parts, 
are from thence propagated on every fide, into the neighbouring parts, and not 
ſeldom to a great diltance: art lealt, that it ſeems much more probable, that the 
heterogenious and exploſive particles, after they have overcome the traCt of the 
head, and its medullary appendix, and being more deeply flidden into the Chan- 
nells of the Nerves, and their paſſages, together with the juce watering them, do 
ſpread their ſtores within the nervous foldings, as it were in Croſs-ſtreets, and by 
paths, and there ſometimes make their ſtations, untill at length, being more 
plentifully heaped up, they as it were with Collected forces, produce the more 


cruel convulſive diſtempers : T his I ſay, appears to be much more probable,then Thar the wer- 


( what is commonly faid ) to ſuppoſe them vapours, ariſing from the womb, 9% folding; 
ſpleen, ventricle, or any other inward, in which allthe fault is cafily thrown : nnd 


For within theſe foldings, thereare ſpaces large enough, for morbific mines,that ,,,.cc- 


the matter may be there at leaſure laid up, and remain, till it be gathered to a 
fullneſs : But then, becauſe we believe, that great plenty of ſpirits lodge there, 
more than in any other little cells, the heterogenious Copula growing to them, 
lays as it were tinder for more grievous exploſions, ſothat, the ſpirits being ex- 
ploſed within theſe bodies, do not only inflate, and dilate them, but elevate and 
lift them up, from their Place ( even as a houſe blown up with gun-powder ;) 
wherefore the parts lying overthem, are ſuddenly lifted up into a tumour, and 
looſe are drawn violently hither and thither. Thar after this manner, the more 
cruell fits of Convulfions, about the precordia, and YViſcera, are very often ſtirred 
up, I have found to be true, beſides the Arguments taken from reaſon, not long 
ſince by my own ſight : For when I opened the dead body of a Gentlewoman who 
had been exccedingly troubled with ( as they fay ) the Mother fits, or hyſterical 
Diſtempers, 1 found the womb wholly faultleſs, but the Nerves near the tol- 
dingsof the Meſentery, (as it ſeem'd)) only to be lifted up,and clevated into a bulk, 
and the membranes of that inward, appeared torn, and looſned one from ano- 
ther, as being on every ſide tumid, and looſe, as it were blown up into little 
bubbles, or bladders. 


Indeed there are more conſiderations of ſolid reaſons, whereby we are induced z,o6ſervation: 


to believe, that the paſſions called hyſterical, do molt often ariſe, from the con- 
vulſive matter, heaped up within the Aeſenterick enfoldings, and by turns explo- 
ſed : which ſhall be more clearly manifeſted, where we treat eſpecially of thoſe 
diſeaſes : But, neither is it leſs probable, that the Collick-pains, do very often 
proceed, from a more ſharp and irritative matter, contained in the ſame enfol- 
dings. Beſides, as often as the convulſive fits ſeem to begin from the ſpleen, or 
ventricle, by reaſon the beginnings of which are inflations, and very great diſtur- 
bances of thoſe parts, it is likely, that the neſt of the convulſive matter, was hid 
within the nervous enfoldings, belonging to the ſpleen or ventricle : Alſo, this 
kinde of matter, ſeems to excite within the Cardiac foldings, moſt heavy trem- 
blings, and paſſions of the heart ; and within the- pneuraonic, or cervical, (or 
thoſe belonging to the Lungs and throat ) enfoldings, moſt terrible fits of the 
Aſthma. In our Treatiſe of the Nerves, we have related a notable caſe, of a 
worthy Gentlewoman, to whom a ſerous matrer, wonted to diſtill from the 
foreparrt of her head, through her left noſtrill, fell down behind her ear - where, 
when the molt cruel pain did infeſt her, Convulſions alſo, and admirable contra- 
ions followed : whereby the joyntingor compaction, now of the brain, and the 
whole head, ſeem'd to be pulled downward, now the throat, precordia, and Y:ſ- 
cera upwards : which kinde of Convulſions, vexing the parts ſo oppoſite, and at 
ſuch diſtance, by turns, when they did proceed from one and the ſame ſear, of 
the diſeaſe, planted in the mid{t, it will be obvious to conceive, that the grieved 
place, as the origine of either convulſive affection, was the ganglioform enfol- 
dings, planted near the Parotide, or the twochief eFrreries of the throat : into 
which, the Nerves both of the wandring pair deſcending from the head are en- 
tred, andout of which the ſhoots do ſtretch themſelves, into the muſcles of the 
throat and branches, into the precordia, and viſcera. Further, from the ſame 
cauſe, to wit, the convulſive matter, heaped up, and by turns exploſed, within 


the ganglioform enfoldings, we think, ( and not undeſervedly ) that ſenſe of 
choaking 
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choaking in the Throat, ſo often excited in the convulſive fits, did proceed. But 
there will be a more fit place, to ſpeak of this, when we ſhall particularly handle, 
the convulſive diſeaſes, and ſymptoms. We ſhall now endeavour, to ſearch into 
what remains, of the laſt kind of Convulſions, of which-we made mention above, 
towit, which relies on the nervous Liquor being infected, thorow its whole 
maſs, with heterogenious andexploſive particles, and for that reaſon, irritate- 
ing the whole proceſſes of the Nerves, and the nervous bodies, into univerſal 
Spaſms, or Convulſions ; and thoſe either continual, or intermitting. 


CHAPTER VIL 


of Convulſeyve Motions, ariſing from the Liquor watering the 
nervous Bodies , and irritating their whole proceſſes into 
Convulſuns. 


Hat Convulfive diſtempers do ſometimes wander thorow the whole nervous 
TI nas and infeſt now theſe parts, now thoſe, now many together, is ſo no- 
ted, and obvious almoit todayly experience, thatnothing can be more : we may 
therefore take notice, in theſe, that the tendons of the Muſcles, do every where 
leapup, and are drawn together with ſpaſms; in others, ſome exterior members, 
are bended, or ſtretch'd forth, w ith various fleftions, and contortions, here and 
there, after divers manners, we have ſeen ſome, forced by the unbridled, and un- 
tamed force of the ſpirits, as if ſtruck with madneſs, to run, or leap about, or 
{trongly to ſmite, with their feet, or fiſts, the earth, or any objects : which if 
they thould not do, forthwith they would fall into ſwooning fits, and horrid Ec- 
clips of ſpirits. It would be too tedious,to enumerate all the caſes of univerſal Con- 
Chiefty three vulſions, wandring thorow the whole nervous ſtock - But the ſymptoms of this 
kinds of cauſes Kind, thothey are various, and manifold, may. be reduced nevertheleſs to three 
of wniverſall chief Heads ; to wit, foraſmuch as they depend chiefly upon three kindes of cau- 
Cornroulfwns, ſes, for indeed, in theſe wandring Convulſions, we ought to ſuppoſe, the whole 
nervous Liquor to the vitiated,” and the animal ſpirits, flowing every where in 
the ſame, to be adulterated, and for that reaſon, to be allmoſt perpetually ex- 
Ploded : Take notice then, that this kinde of Infeftion, is moſt commonly im- 
preſſed on the nervous juce, and the ſpirits every where flowing in it, by one of 
theſe three ways, viz. 1ſt. By Foyſons or witchcraft. 2dly, From malignant,or 
ill-cured feavours, in which the morbific matter is poured forth, on the Brain, or 
nervous ſtock. Or 3ly, when the nervous Liquor, by a long tract of time, by 
reaſon of the ſcorbutic, or otherwiſe vitious diſtemper, doth degenerate from its 
due conſtitution, into ſour, or acid, or any otherwiſe przternatural, and Con- 
vulſive Liquor : we will here conſider of each of the aforeſaid caſes, and firſt ofall, 
of the fits of Convulſion, which are produced by poyſons, or Sorceries. 
From pogſons Firſt therefore, it is ſomewhere ſhown by us, that ſome poyſons, do aCt rather 
and ſorceries. on the nervous Liquor, than on the blood, which depraving it, moſt ſtrongly 


From pogſous induce Convulſive diſtempers : Andit appears clearly, from the eating of Hem- 


of the rank of lock, the langhing-Parſly, man-drakes, the furious nightſhade, wild Parſnips, and 0- 
zegitables, ther hurtful herbs, how ſoon after, horrid Contractions of the Yertricle, numbneſs, 
delirium, Convulfions, twitches of the rexdons, in the whole body, were wont to 
follow :* Beſides, thoſe kinde of Convullions follow upon the biting of a mad Dog, 


roy arxad nd other venomous beaſts, where the Virulent infeCtion, being received by the 


nervous juice, and lurking a long while in it, at laſt puts it ſelf forth, and in- 
fefts, and poyſons, the whole maſs of Liquor, in which it was involved, with its 
ferment. But what doth yet more illuſtrate it, are the admirable Symptoms, the 
truly painfull Convulſions, and unweariable dancing, which Authors have rela- 
ted to follow,upon the biting of the Tarantula: and indeed, might ſeem fabulous, 
unleſs that the truth ef the Thing were aſſerted, by many men of good Credit, 
both ancient and modern : For beſides Mathiolus, and Epiphanins, — wy - 
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Sendus, and Kircher, add, that themſelves were eye-witneſfes, of this diſtetiper * 
yea it is ſaid, *tis a known thing in Apalia, and found almoſt by dayly experi- 
ence, that in that part of the Country, there ate Phalengs, or a certain kinde of 
Spider, whichis called Taranla, from Tarenta, an ancient City of Ap:lia. This 
little Animal, being very frequent in the Summer, often bites the heedleſs Coun- 
tryman, and infects him with its Venemous ſtroke, from whence preſently ſuc- 
ceed, a pain in the hurt part, with a Tumor, and itching, by and by, in vari- 
ous parts of the body, a numbneſs, and Trembling, alfo Convulſions, and looſ- 
Rings of the members, and other Convyulſive Symptoms, with a great loſs of 
ſtrength ; as may be colleCted from Aathiolns, Ferdinand, and others, relating the 
wonderfull eftetts of this Diſeaſe. Buttruly, what theſe Authors ſay concerning 
the cure of this Diſtemper, andispraCtis'd commonly thorow the whole Coun- 
try, is worthy of great admiration : for thoſe ſtung with a T.mantula, as very 
ſick asthey are, as ſoon as they hear muſical Inſtruments, preſently they are ea- 
ſed of their pains, aud leaping into the middle of the room, they begin to dance, 
and jump about , and fo continue it, a long while, as if they were well, and ailed 
nothing : bur if it happen, that the Fidlers leave off never {olittle a while, they 
ſtraitways fall rothe ground, and return to their former pains, unleſs by the in» 
ceflant muſick they dance, and leap, till the poyſon be wholly ſhaken off: For this 
end therefore, Muſitioners are hired, and are changed by turns, that without inter- 
miſſion of the noiſe, thoſe who are bitten, may dance ſo long, till they are quite 
cured. Thus faith Mathiolus : towhich Ferdinand adds, that poor people do ex- 
pendalmoſt all their ſubſtance, in theſe fidlers, and muſitians, who wander upand 
down all that Province; and by playing to theſe Tarantnlaſized people, make much 
benifit : they dance or leap about, in & villages, and pubiick ſtreets, and fields, 
fome one day, ſome one week, and others more. To theſe Authours, the 
moſt learned men Gaſſendus, 7.nd Kircherws agree, both of which, have related it 
from their own obſervation, that they have known ſuch affected ; and they aſſert, 
that they are not affected, or excited, indifferently with any muſick; but with cer- 
tain kinds of Tune, and that they dance to ſome meaſures, before others. 


Let us inquire a little further, into the Reaſons of theſe aforeſaid Accidents, if The reaſon of 
we may follow our conjecture, in this firſt place, *tis without doubt, that a cer- the ſymptoms 


tain venemous infeCtion is fixed on the humane body, from the bite of this lirtle 7% o_ 
creature, which tho it deing leſs infeſtous to the blood, and vital ſpirit, as ſoon ;7 


as ever it paſſes from it, into the nervous Liquor, it preſently unfolds it ſelf, 
thorow its whole maſs, like Ieaven, and infects the animal ſpirits, flowing every 
where init ; ſo that indeed, they being drawn one from another, and here and 
there inordinately moved, induce convulſivediſtempers, which are accompanied 
now with the contractures, now with the languiſhing, and reſolutions or looſhing 
of the containing parts. 


But why the painfult Convalions, which are raiſedby the bite of the Tarantula, Tn what the 


being preſently allayed by muſick, are wont to turn into dancing, does not fo ng =_ 
Mufsc s - 
laying the 

Symptoms cor- 
fs. 


plainly appear. That ſomeafficm, this little animal ( for that by the teſtimo- 
ny of eAriffetle it ſhould be moſt wiſe) to be delighted with muſick, and for that 
xeaſon, its venom being impreſsd on man, by fermenting the humonrs, toinduce 
the like love of mufick : 1 ſay, this conjecture will not fatisfie a minde defirous o 
Truth, becauſe, that ſuppoſes a muſick-loving nature in the ſpider, aud the ſame 
tobe communicated to man, by a mataſtaſis, or as it were a certain metempſychoſes, 
or tranſmigration of ſoul, both which are taken upon truſt, and little ſatisfaCto- 
ry, but it may be rather ſaid, that the venome inflicted on the nervous liquor, 
by the bite of the Taravila, is too gentle, to be able to extinguiſh wholly the 
Animal ſpirits, or to diſſipate them very much .aſunder, and ro compell then 
into more cruell exploſions, but only to put them to flight, and to incite thoſe 
flying here and there, into lighter, and ſomewhat painfull Convulſions ; and that 
the Muſick, with its flattering fweerneſle, doth congregate together, and murtu- 
ally aſſociate, with eaſe, the ſpirits ſo diſſipated : wherefore, whenas the fame 
—_—_— of the Infetion ſticking ro them, are apt to involuntary and 

oavulſive motions, the melody diſpoſes them, delighted together, and directs 
them co ſuch. Convulſions, that entring the bodies of the nerves, by a certain 
Courſe, and Order, they are carried as it were in certain preſcribed limits and 
compaſles, until ar length the particles of the venome, being quite _— 


Arann eng ol m—_— 
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and the fury and rage of the ſpirits being worn out, they wholly ſhake oft that 
. madneſſe. For truly, muſick doth eaſily carry men ſound and ſober, whether they 
will or no, or thinking of another thing, into aCtions anſwerable to the ſound of 
the harmony ; that preſently the ſtanders by, at the firſt ſtriking up of the Fiddle, 
begin to move their hands and feet, and can ſcarce, nay are not able, to contain 
themſelves from dancing : Let none therefore wonder that in men bitten by. the 
Tarantula, when the animal ſpirits being moved, as it were with goads, they are 
compelled to leap forth, and wander about hither and thither willingly, if they 
are excited to dancing, and compoſed meaſures, at the ſtroke of an harp ; ſo that 
as in theſe diſtempers, the ſpirit of the muſick, as it were inchanring the outragi- 
ous ſpirits, and in ſome meaſure governing, and changing their convullive moti- 
ons, ſerves inſtead of an Antidote : for that the animal ſpirits, being very much, 
and for a long while exerciſed, after this manner, wholly ihake off the Elaſtic 6- 
pula, contracted by the poyſon, or otherwiſe ; and they being very much wearied, 
at lengthreit from that madneſs, or its incitation. 
«A deſcripti- That which is called the Darce of Saint Yzrus, is an evill akin to this, concern- 
on of the dance ing which George Horſtius relates, that he had ſpoken with ſome women, who for 
of St.Vitus. ſome years, Viliting the ſhrine of St. Yieus, which is in the borders of Vine, did 
there exerciſe themſelves, even night and day, withdancing and diſcompoſure of 
minde, till they fell down like people intranc'd : by which means, they ſeemed to 
be reſtored to themſelves, that they felt little or nothing ſor a whole year, till a- 
bout the time of May following, when by the inquietude of their members, they 
{ay'd, they were ſo far tormented, that they were forced to go for their health 
fake, yearly, to the aforeſaid place, about the feaſt of St. Yirus. Horſt. Epiſ. Med. 
ſett. 7. de admirandis Convulſionibus. 
The rexſon of - _ Indeed it 1s a uſuall thing ( as I haveobſerved) both for men, and women, to be 
it ſometimes tormented with this inquietude of their members, and as it were with 
a fury or madneſs, that they have been forc'd to walk, till they were tyred; as 
alſo to dance, leap, and run about, here and there, that by, this means they 
| might ſhun the grievous trouble, and ſometimes faintings away, which were a- 
"SER bout to invade them : The reafon of which ſeems to be, that the animal ſpirits, 
forasmuch as they being incited, by an heterogenious Copula, in the whole ner- 
vous kinde, become fierce, and altogether unbridled, which ſo to exerciſe, and 
tire out, there isneed, both that they themſelves may be tamed, and that the ex- 
ploſive Copula, may be ſhaken off: Wo 1 
Oniterſal That Convullive —_— are ſometimes excited by witch-craft, is both 
Conulſuns commonly believed, and uſually affirmed, by many Authors worthy of credit : 
from Witch- and indeed, as we do grant, that very oftentimes, moſt admirable paſſions,” are 
craft. produced in the humane body, by the deluſions of the Devill, foraſmuch as he, 
to cauſe wonders, by which he might rule, by the ſubtletie of working, inſinuates 
to the ſenſitive ſoul, or the conſtitution of the animal ſpirits, heterogeneous A- 
toms, or little Bodies, and ſo adds now ſpurs or pricking forward, and now caſts 
chains on its funCtions, and now carries them to miſchiet : alſo by ſome means. he 
enters himſelf into the humane body, and as it were another more mighty ſoul, is 
ſtretched thorow it, aCtuates all the parts, and. members, inſpires them with an 
4 unwonted force, and governs them at his pleaſure, and incites to the perpetra- 
Which are ©1908 of molt cruel, and ſupernatural wickedneſſes : yet all kinde of Convulfions, 
commonly but Which beſides the common manner of this diſeaſe, appear prodigious, ought nor 
falſly ſo preſently to be attributed to theinchantments of- Witches, nor 1s the Devill pre- 
thought. ſently or allways to be brought upon the ſtage. For indeed, as often as a childe, 
or relation, of ſome man of the richer ſort, is by chance taken with moſt cruell, 
and unuſual] Convulſions, for the moſt parr, it falls out, that by and by the next 
old woman is accuſed of witchcraft, ſhe is made guilty, and very hardly, or not 
at all, the wretch eſcapes the flames, or an halter ; when in the mean time, the 
diſeaſe, procceding from cauſes meerly natural, may be eaſily Cured, by noother 
Exorciſm, than Remedies uſually preſcribed againſt convullive diſeaſes : In truth, 
the animal ſpirits being indued, with a more cruell exploſive Copala, and bein 
ſtrucken by it all of a heap together, obtainſo much ſtrength, and vigour, beyon 
their proper and wonted power, as the flame of gunpowder, has above the 
burning of the common flame ; ſo that thoſe, who obnoxious to this diſeaſe, out 
of the fit, may be govern'd, lifted up, and moved at pleaſure, with the light 
ep 
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help of one man ; when the ſame is upon them, make nothing of the utmoſt en- | 
deavours, and force, of at lealt four of the ſtrongeſt men : But if in the caſe of a- Which argue 


ny one that is ſick, there ariſe a ſuſpition of witchcrafr, - or faſcination, there are witchcraft. 


chiefly two kinds of Motions, that are want to create, and cheriſh this opinion, 
viz. 1. If the patient doth perform the contortions, or geſticulations of his 
members, or of his whole body, after that manner, which no ſound man, nor 
mimick, or any tumbler can imitate. Then 2dly, If ſuch ſtrength be ſhown, that 
ſurpaſſes all humane force; to which, if the avoiding of monſtrous things happen, 
as when bundles, as Henry van Heers relates, are calt forth'by vomit, or a live 
Eel, as Cornelizs Gammatells, voided by ſtool, without doubt, it may be believed 
that the devill has, and doth perform, his parts in this Tragedy. | 

It were eaſe to heap together, very many, and indeed admirable hiſtories, of 
perſons of every Age and Sex, affected after a {tupendious and as it were ſuperna- 
tural manner, with the manifeſt ſuſpition of witchcraft : for ſuch are every where 
extant, among Authors, both Phyſitians, and Phyloſophers ; and becauſe vulgar 
rumour, noyles about diſeaſes, cauſed by witchcraft, to happen often in allmoſt 
every Country : but becauſe theſe kinde of caſes, are full of Impoſtute, or allways 
increaſed, by the fiftious lies of the relators, to create admiration, ( and for that 
they rarely fall under the medicall cure ) I will here purpoſely omit them : what 
remains is, that I proceed to unfold, thenext kinde of univerſal Convulſions, to 
wit, which comes upon malignant, or otherwiſe irrigular, or ill-cured Feayours, 


CHAPTER VII. 


Of "Univerſal Conwvulſuns, which are wont to be excited, in 
Malignant, ill-cured, and ſome irregular Fea wours. 


Hat Convulſions ſometimes happen to perſons ſick of Feavours, almoſt eve- 

4 ryordinary body underſtands, and from thence takes a remarkable Progno- 
ſtication, of Death, or perill : For in malignant Feavours, alſo ſometimesin the 
ordinary ill-handled, as the Yirregs, or Delirium ariſe, from the morbific matter 
being layd up in the Brain, from the Blood; ſo from the ſame, being flidden down 
into the nervous ſtock, Contractures and twitches of the muſcles, and tendons ; 
alſo ſudden ſhakings of the members, and Limbs; and ſometimes moſt horrid 
ſtiffneſſes, in the whole Body ſucceed : Thereaſon of which kinde of Symptoms 
ſeems to conſiſt in this, that the Liquor watering the nervous parts, abounds e- 
very where with heterogeneous particles irritating the Spirits : for by that means, 
the Spirits inhabiting, and influencing, being diſturbed in their juſt Influence,and 
emanation, are incited into continual exploſions, as it were a crackling noyſe, 
not much unlike, as whenthe flame of a Lamp, being imbued with droſly and fal- 
ted oyl, aſcends with a noyſe and ſparkling : which kinde of Convulſive diſtem- 
pers, for the moſt part, happen about the height of feavours, when the morbi- 
fic matter, being firſt layd up in the blood, is from thence transfer'd to the Brain, 
and that being paſs'd thorow, and alſo infetted, . it is caried into the Syſtem of 
the nerves, and from thence ſtirs up Convulſive paſſions, with, or without a De- 
lirium. | ke 4 
But indeed, it is ſometimes obſerv'd, that, beſides theſe kinde of Convulſive 
diſtempers, coming upon Feavours, and ſecondarily excited; in a malignant 
conſtitution of the air, alſo from the breath of a Peſtileng Contagion, the nervous 
Liquor hath been infected before the blood, or elſe apart from it, and therefore 
a Delirium, or Convulſions, have gone before a feavouriſh Diſtemper. Further, 
L have often obierved, that ſome irregular Feavours have aroſe, in which the 
blood has been hardly ſzen to boyl up, or grow hot above meaſure, but the be= 
innings of this ſlow and very dangerous feavour, were layd chiefly in the nervous 

| — ; which being by degrees brought to maturity, did induce Convulfive 
Diſtempers, witha Delirium, or madneſs, and other waſtings or exorbitances 


of the Animal Spirits, For the ſick w_ complained of heart, or thirſt, being 
| 000 
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ſoon made feeble, and as it were ſtrengthleſs,; they were preſently obnoxions to 
frequent giddineſs, alſo to rremblingsof the Limbs, and as it wete leapings forth, 
beſides, to twitches or jumpings of the muſcles, and tendons, and to contre- 
Etures,aud pains wandring about, hereand there. This kinde of ſickneſs, by ſome 
Phyſitians, becauſe it ſeem'd toconliſt in the ſolid parts,rather than in the blood, 
is called a malignant heftick feavour ; when indeed,the ſame being fixed chiefly in the 
nervous humour, may be better called, the Convulſrve nervous Peſtilence. 
A deſcripr'on ',, There is mention made, by Gregory Horſtins, of a Convulſive, and malignant 
of a convulſive Diſeaſe, which was ſometime paſt Epidemical, in Haſs Weſtphalia, and the neigh- 
Jiſcaſe of Aai- boxing Countrys : they being taken therewith, without a feavouriſh heat, immo- 
fra, 59% hy derate efferveſcency of blood, whilſt they were imployed about their familiar oc- 
epigemiea). fron, hardly perceiving themſelves to be ſick, were wont to have about their 
hands, or feet, and ſometimes in both, a ſenſe of tingling, with a numbneſs, 
running up and down : then by and by, their fingers, together with their Arms, 
and thighs, were now ſtrictly drawn together, now moſt ſtrongly ſtretched forth, 
as if they were frozen. Thoſe kinde of Contradtions, and extentions, rendred 
themſelves by turns, andthen changed places, that now the diſtemper reſided 
in one part, then preſently in another : But ( as it often hapned ) if the Diſeaſe, 
at once invaded the whole Brain, Univerſal Convulſions, and oftentimes epilepti- 
cal Fits, infeſted the ſick : beſides, thoſe labouring with it , were obnoxious at 
ſome turns; toa Delirium, madneſs, and ſometimes a Lethargie : This ſickneſs, 
continued a long time, without any 2ofe or ſound ſolution, and could ſcarcely 
be ſo perfe(tly Cured, but that the Diſpoſition of the Brain, and nervous parts, 
remained evill all their Life after. | | 
The reaſonof As to the Reaſons of this Diſeaſe, and Symptoms, it is obyious enough, that 
zbe ſymptoins, the ſame depends altogether upon the vice, and notable depravation, of the 
nervous juce. That pricking, or tingling, for the moſt part, at the firſt coming of 
the diſeaſe, was procured for this Reaſon, becauſe that Liquor, beginning to be 
poyſoned, and looſned in its mixtion, . by the malignant Infeftion, preſently it 
oppreſſed the animal Spirits, abounding therein, and inhibited them from their 
wonted, and free expanſion; wherefore, they being half overwhelmed, and con- 
ſtrained tocreep, as it were among bryers, or things that catch'd. hold of them, 
or held them back, theyexcited the ſenſe, as it were of tinglings running about : 
butthen, becauſe this diſeaſe growing worſe, the nervous Liquor was yet more 
perverted in its Criſes, of. diſpoſition ; the heterogeneous particles, which were 
brought together in it, cleaving to the Spirits, cauſed them to be moved hither 
and thither, andto be unduly exploded; for which Reafon, the ContraCtions 
and horrid diſtentions in the members, and the tumults, and great inordinations 
in the head, wereraiſed up. But that in this feavour ofthe nerves a ſolution or 
difficult Criſs, or none at all hapned , the reaſon was, becauſe the nervous juice 
being ſlow, atid as it were mucilaginous, and therefore heavy in its motion, was 
not defxcated, or cleared, as the blood, by a critical efferveſcency, nor eaſily 
conceived, that kinde of fermentation, by which the pure, might be ſeparated 
from the impure. Us | 
Indeed I have known a ſickneſs, much like to this example, to be often excited 
m our Country, and to invade whole families, eſpecially children, and — 
ger people. Some years fince,a populary or childiſh feavour, very much i ſting 
the Brain, and nervous ſtock, exceedingly ſpread in this country, yea almo 
thorow all Exglard : The Hiſtory of which Diſeaſe, being deſcribed in that time, 
in which it raged, iz. inthe year 1661. I think it worth our pains to inſert, in 
this place of our Convullſive Pathology: For from hence, it may appear, by what 
means, and from what cauſes, the Convulſive Symptoms, which come upon a- 
ny feavours, are wont to be excited. 
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A Deſcription of an Epidemical Feawour chiefly infeſtous to 
the Brain and nervous ſtock, ſpreading in the year, 1661. 


N this Country, before the laſt Summer, viz. 1661. we had been free for a- The þ 

bove two years, from any popular diſeaſe, unleſs ſuch only as uſually come in ;, Ad 
ſome places ; but then, before the Summer Solſtice, the ſmall-Pox ( a diſtemper cal feavour 
here rarely Epidemical ) being rife in many places, raged very much : After that raging in the 
Summer, which was extreamly hot and dry, an Autumn moiſter then uſual follow- 947 3662- 
ed : andafrer which, a moſt mild winter almoſt without any cold : in all which 
ſpace, the Earth was hardly covered with ſnow, or was ever hard frozen, above 1s procatar- 
three or four days ; ſo that within a few weeks, after the winter Solſtice, the ** 97 more 
Trees began to bud, and the vernal plants to break forth, from the boſom of the conſe, 
Earth, and to flower,and alſo the birds to build neſts : to this mild ſeaſon, not even- 
tilated at the beginning of the ſpring,by the nitrous little bodys;that were wont to 
be blown fromthe North, a flbynel of ſhowrs, and almoſt continual wet ſucceed- 
ed. After the vernal equpzox,a certain irregular, and unaccuſtomed Feavour,ſeiſed 
upon ſome, here and thers, which within a month, became ſo Epidemical, that 
in many places, it began to be called the New Diſeaſe ; Raging chiefly among chil- 
dren, and youths ; it was wont to afflict them,with a long, and as it were a Chto- 
nical Sickneſs : yea ſometimes, old men, and men of middle Age, though rarely, 
were ſeiſed by it, and thoſe indeed, it did ſooner, and more certainly Kill. The The F 
Diſtemper at firſt invading any one, did creep on them o ſilently, that the be- N_n_s 
ginnings of the ſickneſs, were ſcarce perceived : for ariſing without immoderate 
heat, or more ſharp thirſt, it induced in the whole body a great debillity, with a 
languiſhing of the Spirits, anda torpitude or numbneſs of the funftion ; The Sto- 
mack wasreadyto Iloath any vituals, and to be grieved at any thing put into it, 
and yet not eaſie to vomit. The ſick were unfit for any motion, and only lov'd 
to be idle, or to ly downupon the Bed : within a ſhort time, alſo ſometime at 
the firſt coming of the Diſeaſe, they complained of a heavy vertigo, a tingling of 
the ears, and often of a great tumult and perturbation of the brain. Which kinde 
of Symptoms, were very often eſteemed, as it, were the peculiar ſigne, of the a 
proachof this Diſeaſe , if in ſome, thoſt had been wanting, or hapned to 
more remiſs, inſtead of the head being aftefted after that manner, the diſcaſe' 
took more deep root in the Breſt, with an excited cough, as ſhall be told by and 
by. But whilſt the brain, and the nervous eAppendix, being after this manner 
affected, the animal Spirits, preſently from the beginning of the ſickneſs, were 
benummed, a ſlow and as it were heCtick feavour, was inkindled throughout : but 
yet, the efferveſcencyof the blood, which was hardly continual, but flitting, and 
uncertain, was according to the diſpoſition of the blood it ſelf, in ſome more in- 
tenſe, in others more remiſs ; and therefore, thirſt, the white ſcurfof the Tongue, 
and other Symptoms, which accompany a feavouriſh diſtemper, did miore or leſs 
infeſt them : ſweating did not willingly follow, nor could it eaſily, or by a light 
thing, be cauſed by Art : yea, neither this, nor any other evacuation, as it were 
critical, at any time ſucceeding, did ſuddenly help this, diſeaſe ; but it perſiſting 
for many weeks,and ſometimes months, .reduced the ſick to the higheſt Arrophie, 
or waſting ofall parts, and often infected them, with an incurable Conſump- 
tion. | 

About the increaſe of the diſeaſe, which hapned in moſt, withineight days, if 
the Diſtemper ( as it was often wont ) did ſettle chieflyin the head, and nervous 
Syſtem, moſt grievous Symtoms, in their Dominions, viz. a plain Phrenſie or 
Gap ſtupidity or lnſenſibility did moleſt them. For 1 often obſeryed, in many 
children, and not ſeldom in women, after ſeven or eight days from their falling 
ſick, that their knowledge and Speech failed them , and ſothe ſick have lain, for 
a long while, yea, ſometimes for the ſpace ofa whole month, without any taking 
notice of the by-ſtanders, and with an involuntary flux of their excrements z but: 
ifthey continued in ſome ſort the uſe of Judgment, and Reaſon, they laboured ) 
with a frequent delirium, and conſtantly with abſurd, and incongruous Chymera's, 
in their ſleep. But in Men, and othery of —_ temperament, from the more 
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bific matter, inſtead of a Grsſss being tranſlated to the brain ja F ury, or dangerous; 
and oftentimes deadly phrenſie did ſucceed. Bur 1f neither Stupidity, nor great 
Diſtraction did fall upon them, ſwimmings in the head, Convulſiye motions, 
with Convulſions of the members, leapings up of the tendons, dig grievoully in- 
feſt them. In almoſt all the ſick, the belly was for the moſt part looſe, caſting 
forth plentifully now yellow, now thin, and ſerous excrement, with a great ſtink : 


_ it was rarely that vomiting fell upon any one : The urine in the whole proceſs of 
the Diſeaſe, /unleſs when the morbifick matter, being caried more Runes ly into 


the Brain, did threaten a phrenfte ) was highly red, 1o that ſome, by reaſon of the 
deep colour of the water, judg'd this feavour to have been plainly Scorbutick : 
which notwithſtanding appeared to be otherwiſe, becauſe antiſcorburic Remedies, 
( of which indeed many, and almoſt of every kinde were tryed ) were little or 
nothing beneficial. It was moſt of all to be admired, how ſoon after the begin- 
ning of this Difeafe, the fleſh of the fick conſumed, and they reduced to the lean- 
neſs of a Sceleror, when in the mean time, there was no great heat, that might 
by degrees confume the ſolid parts, nor any violent evacuation, which might 
greatly take them down. : 

Beſides theſe evills moleſting the region of the head, a diſtemper no lefs dange- 
rous, oftentimes fell upon the breaſt. For in ſome, tho not in all, a cough very 
troubleſome, with abundance of ſpitle, and thick, was excited : this hapned in 
ſome, about the declination of the difeafe, to wit, whilſt the confines of the 
brain were ferene, as it were the clowds fent from thence to the thorax, a great 
(_ ſuddenly rained down upon the Lungs. But in others, who eſpecially had 

ittle infection of the diſeaſe in the head, preſently after the beginning of the 
feavour, a cruell cough, and a ſtinking ſpitting, with a confumptrve diſpoſition, 
grew upan them, and ſuddenly, and unthought of, precipitated the ſick into a 
Pthiſis : from which nevertheleſs, they recovered, by the timely uſe of Remedies, 
often: beyond hope. It was obſerv'd in ſome, that after a long ecclips of the ſen- 
ſitive facultie, and oppreſſion of the brain, from the morbific matter, at length 
tumots did follow, in the glandula's, neer the hinder part of the neck, out of 
which, being hardly ripened and broke, a thin and ſtinking ichor or matter, ran 
for along time, and brought-help. Ihave alſo ſeen watery puſtles, excited in 
axher parts of the body, which paſs'd into hollow ulcers, and hardly curable : 
ſometimes little: fpots, and perechiales, appeared here and there : yet I never 
heard, that any more broad, or blew. of theſe kinde, were ſcen in the ſick. Not- 
withſtanding; tho:this feavour was-not remarkable for very many malignant ſpots, 
yet: it.was not free from.Contagion.. For that in the fame Family, it invaded al- 
moſt alt the Chiſdren, and yourhs ſucceſſively , yea not rarely thoſe of more ripe 
years, and at mens eſtate, who looking to the ſick, were familiarly converſant 
im-their Chambers, or about their beds, were infeted withthe fame infettion :. 
But indeed,. there was not ſo-much cauſe of ſuſpition, that for it, the friends of 
the-ſick ſhould be wholly interdicted, from commerce with, or viſiting of them. 
 Althathe courſe of this: diſeaſe, ( unleſs when it intimately ferrled in the 
brain) mg ene. and continued without any horrid Symptome ; yet 
its;cure being always difficult, ſucceeded not under a long time : For the ſick rare- 
ly. grewwell,. within three or four weeks, yea for the moſt part, ſcarce in ſo ma- 
ny:months.: If this diſeaſe fell upon men of a broken Age, or ſtrength, eſpecially 
thoſewho were- before obnoxious to cephalic diſtempers, as the Lethargie, Appo- 
plexie, or Canvulſion, it oftentimes kild them! in a ſhoft ſpace : but if there 
was any hope of recovering, it could be but ſlowly procured, (all Remedies what- 
ſdever ſcarce bringing any ſenſible help) ſo that the ſick, did no ſooner come out 
of the ſphear of this diſeaſe, than they fell into the confines of a Conſumption. 

Iftheformalreaſon, and courſes of this-aforeſaid ſickneſs be demanded, it here 
eaſily:appears, the watering Liquor of the brain, and nervons ſtock, for the 
moſt part both:together, withthe blood, to bein fault, andthe immediate cauſe, 
eſpectally:of the troubleſome Symptoms - to wit, foraſmuch as this water, pre- 
fently-after the firſt aſſault of the diſeaſe,was grown more poor then uſuall, and as 
it were lifeleſs; therefore a-l.anguiſhing, andenervation, with'a ſpontaneous weari- 
neſs, and impotency to-motion, hapned in' the whole body, and with a ſudden 
waiting:oÞ the body, in the ſick. Further, foraſmuch as the ſame Liquor, was 
Ruffed: with heterogeneous particles; viz. partly narcotick, partly _— 
thercfore 
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therefore; a numbneſs, a ſenſe of pricking, leapings up of the tendons and 
muſcles, and contractures, alſo the Yerrego, giddineſſe, and other more grievous 
Cephalick diſtempers did ariſe : Moreover, foraſmuch as by reaſon of the evil 
of the nervous juice, being uot quickly or hardly to be mended, the cure or hea- 
litig of the diſeaſe, became ſo hard, and lingring. But for that the fault of this 
Latex, neceſſarily depended on the diſcraſie or evill diſpoſition of the blood, alſo 
of the depraved conſtitution of the brain, what their morbid diſpoſitions were, 
and by what means they brought forth the beginning, er tinder of the Symptom 
bf the feavout but now deſcribed; let us now ſee. 

Asto the former, it ſeems, that at this ſeaſon; by reaſon of the hot and hu- 
mrd conſtitution of the yeat, andno blaſt from the north ( the little bodies of 
which imbne the blood, and juices of our body, as it were with a nitrous ſea- 
ſoning; and by agitating them, defend them againſt putrefaCtion ) the blood in 
moſt men, and chiefly in children, youths, and women, became like ſtanding- 
water, that fo contradts a ſetling, very impure, ſtnff't with heterogeneous parti- 
cles, and todrning to a clammyneſs, and watriſhnefs ; it which, the more pure 
ſpirit and ſulphur, being ſomewhat depreſs'd, the watery particles, being carried 

orth with the itmpure falt and ſulphur, were too much exalted. Wherefore the 

blood, both by reaſon of its Criſs or conſticution, being vitiated, alſo by reaſon 
of heterogeneous particles, being heaped up more plentifully in its boſome, was 
made more fit, either of its own accord, or occaſtonally, or becauſe of the conta- 
glon, to receive a feavourith Efterveſcency, fo that from thence, very many fell 
at this time into feavours. Bat t he blood growing hot, from the feavouriſh taint 
being received, did not prefently burn with anopen flame, bur like green wood 
laid on the fire, with a flame as it were ſapprefled, and much -incumbred with 
finoke: Wherefore, the morbific matrer, being heaped within its maſs, was 
not wont, ( as in a regular feavour ) to be conſumed by the burning, and its re- 
liques, at the ſet time, to be exterminated by the /7+/ : bur yer, alittle after the 
beginning of the feavour, a great portion of this matter being powred into the 
head; or Thorax, or into both atonce, and afterwards being continually ſupplied 
inthoſe parts, it induced either the aforeſaid diſtempers of the brain, and ner- 
vous ſtock, or a cough, with a conſumptive diſpoſition, or both together, and 
for this reaſon, about the beginning of this diſeaſe, when a pulſe quicker than it 
ought to be, and a high colour'd urine, and full of contents, did ſhow the blood 
to grow hot witha feavouriſh diſtemper; the ſick did not complain of heat, or 
thirſt ; becauſe the blood growing hot, did lay ap irs impurities, and recrements, 
forthwith into the proviſion of the nervous Liquor, of into the Langs ; wherefore, 
within theſe.receptacles, the Symptoms preſently became worſe ; but afterwards 
the diſcaſe growing on, a ſomewhat ſharp heat, with ſcarfneſs of the tongue, 
was wottt to be troubteſome to ſome : yea, in all, a flow, and as it were hectick 
feavour, continued throughort ; which neither by ſweat, nor by inſenſible tran- 
fpiration, could be ſo wholly removed, but that it was daily renued, chiefly af- 
ter cating, thonever ſoſmall : whichthing truly ſeem'd to happen, becauſe the 
nervous juice being full of the feculencies, brought from the blood, did not after- 
wards receive them in fo gteat plenty, but that theſe recrements, together with 
the nutritious humour, ( and for that this was not conſumed by nouriſhing the ſo- 
Kd particles ) remaining within the bloody maſs, cauſed it then to grow fea- 
vouriſhly hot. ; 

21y, Beſides this morbid diſpoſition ofthe blood, contratted from the intempe- 
rance of theyear, it ſeems, that the brain alſo, from the ſame occaſion,was made 
prone to theaforeſaid paſſions. For when, for a long tract of time, the ſouthern 
winds did continually blow, with 2 moiſt conſtitution of the Air ; from thence, 
the paſſages, and pores of the brain, being very much looſied, and opened, and 
its connexion too much diſſolved, they gavean eafie paſſage, to ſerous humours, 
and for all ſorts of heterogeneons particles : wherefore the blood being very fe- 
culent, and watery, as ſoon as it to grow hot from the feavour, carried its 
ſerous recrements and filths, preſently thorow the too open doors into the head : 
for wlioſoever he was, who did not complainof his head, being too much ſtuffed 
with a moiſt air, and numbneſs of ſpirits ; on the contrary,his pores being bound 
together, by an intenſe cold, or dryer air, all his ſenſes, and faculties, remained 


more quick and lively. thats 
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Theſe things being thus premiſed, concerning the morbid proviſion of the brainz 
and humours, to wit, of the blood, and nervous humour, by reaſon of the con- 
ſtitution of the year, whereby indeed, very many at that time, fell into a ſlow, 
unequal, and long continuing feavour, ſurrounded with Cephalick and Convulſrue 
ſymptoms, and hardly curable : hencealſo it will be caſie, to unfold the reaſons, 
of the reſt of the ſymptoms and accidents, chiefly to be noted in this diſeaſe. 

obs thts 4; For firlt of all, that this irregular Feavour, raged chiefly among Children, 
ſeale chiefly. young men, women, and phlegmatick men, the reaſon was, becauſe in thoſe 
inzaJed ch;1- Kinde of bodies, the blood was apt to be more wateriſh, and leſs perſpicable, and 
dren, women, from theace to gather a ſerous Colluvies,. or watry humour, and heterogeneous 
and phlegma- feculencies ; andalſo, the brain being more humid and weak, eaſily received any 
iickmen. recrements of the bloud. Wherefore it may be obſerved,: that thoſe ſort of per- 
ſons, were found more prone to Convullſions, ariſing by reaſon of any other oc- 
caſions. | 
Somos Secondly, the noted Atrophie or leanneſs, came fo ſuddenly npon this feavour, 
the Atriphie becauſe, by reaſon of theſdeprayation of the nervous juice, the officies of nou- 
coming upon Tiſhment, depending upon it (which, as we have elſewhere ſhown, are highly 
this feavour. aCtive ) preſently failed. For although we do not grant, the nervous humour to 
be only nutritious, but todiſpenſe thorow the Arteries, a matter deſtinated to 
the nouriſhable parts, prepared in the bloody maſs ; yet it may be lawfull to 
think, that the Liquor watering the brain and nervous ſtock, by means of an effi- 
cient cauſe, doth conduce very much to alimentation ; for this growing turgid 
with animal ſpirit, aCtuates and invigorates the nutritious juice, brought to eve- 
ry part by the blood, and admitting it into the paſſages, and moſt intimate re- 
ceptacles of the body to be ms and asit were leading it in, aflimilates or 
reſembles it, Wherefore, when this houſhold Liquor is ſo depraved, that it 
doth not rightly ſupply the animal ſpirits, requiſite about the work of nutrition, 
all the members and parts of the ſtomach vitiated in its tone, either ſpues back 
whatſoever nouriſhment is brought, or cannot receive it toits proper ule : where- 
fore truly in this diſeaſe, the bulk or habit ofthe body, howeverguller or fatter, 
was more ſooner puld down, then in a continuall Feavour, where it might much 
more evaporate, by the intenſe heat, or copious ſweats. Thereaſon of which 
is, becauſe in a burning feavour, altho the blood growing very hot, exhales more 
plentifully; yet in the mean time, it continually affords ſomething of nouriſhe 
ment, which the ſeverall parts, help'd by the benefit ofthe nervous juice, eaſily 
received, and aſſimilated; but in this nervous peſtilence, althothe nutritive mat- 
ter was ſufficiently provided, yet by the defect of the Nouriſhment of the ſpirits, 
the nouriſhment was altogether inhibited. 
Why this fea- 3: For the aforeſaid reaſons allo, this feavour, being a long while protracted 
20ur was Was wont ſcarce ever to be critically helped, and difficultly cured, by the help of 
kardly curea- allmoſt any medicines : For the feavouriſh matter, creeping preſently, from the 
ble. beginning of the diſeaſe, into the nervous Liquor, could hardly afterwards, and 
not but of a long time, be exterminated fram its boſome : for that this water, 
with a ſlow motion, and flowing leaſurely in the ſtreight veſlells, does not as the 
blood, conceive of its own accord a purifying efferveſcency, or fermentation ; 
neicher can the forces of medicines, reach to it ſo eaſily, and unmixed - but ei- 
ther they are firſt hindred by other parts, or becauſe they are heterogeneous, they 
are wholly excluded from the brain, caſting back whatever is incongruous. In 
truth for this reaſon, all diſtempers of the brain and nerves, as it were making a 
mock at Medicines, are moſt difficulty cured. Therefore in this feavour, 1f the 
evill impreſſed on the brain and nervous ſtock was taken away, either a cruell 
cough with plentifull ſpitting, ot tumours, or an Impoſtum in the neck did fol- 
low : to-wit, the morbifick matter-being ſupped back, by the blood, and again 
depoſited, ſetled either in the Thorax, or in the Glandula's, 'and emunctories, 
nigh the hinder part of the neck. But this diſeaſe, was the more contumacious, 
becauſe the diſcraſie or evill conſtitution of the blood, was not eaſily mended: for 
altho from the beginning, its Latex, the recrements being poured forth, even 
into the nervous Liquor, grew but little and ſluggiſhly hot ; yet afterwards, theſe 
receptacles being filled, and the morbific feculencies, and beſides the nutritious 
matter, not imployed in nouriſhing the parts, being reſident even in the blood, 


id aggravate it, and for the excluſion of this trouble, not to be mixed with th 
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did induce an Efferveſcency, ſuch as is wont to be in an heCtick feavour, either 
almoſt continuall, or preſently apt to come again. Forl have often obſerved in 
this feavour, from grewell, barly-broth, and other ſlender diet ; no lefs ebuliti- 
on of the blood to be ſtirred up, than from broth made of fleſh : whether indeed 
the nouriſhing juice, ſupplying the blood from the chyle, becauſe it was not im- 
ployed in the work of nutrition, carried ſomething heterogeneous, and not right- 
ly miſcible, as a trouble to the blood ; and by reaſon of the particles of this ſuper- 
fluous juice, being copiouſly ſent away with the ſer«m, the urine became very 
thick, red, and very full of contents : Alſo, for the ſame reaſon, the belly was 
for the moſt part looſe, foraſmuch as the blood, filled full of the nutritious juice, 
did ſuck fortha leſſer portion of the chile from the bowells, and did pour back a- 
gain part of that which had been brought to it, on the inteſtines ; the feavouriſh 
iſtemper did likewiſe ſtick ſo long in the blood, becauſe, till the animal regiment 
being reſtored, nutrition was rightly performed, that ſuperfluous matter was 
carried into the maſs of blood. 
 Wedeliver the example, and the eriologyor rational account of this aforeſaid 
feavour, more largely-for this reaſon, becauſe the ſame diſeaſe, did fall upon our 
Countrey men, hereand there alſo atother times : for that of late, in this City, 
all the younger people of a certain family; were ſick of it: yea, Iremember, that 
ſome time paſt, very many laboured with ſuch a feavour ; Out of the many hiſto- 
ries and examples of ſick people, which it rendred when it was epidemical, I will 
here propoſe one or two. 


A ſtrong and lively young man, about the beginning of the ſpring, 1661, fal- 1.0bſcrvation. 


ling ſick, without any evident cauſe, without any great heat or thirſt, he be- 
came ſuddenly weak, and as if enervated, with adejected appetite, and languor 
of ſpirits. Cathartick Remedies, Antipyretics or allaying of heat, digeſtives, and 
alſo antiſcorbuticks, andothers of various kindes, adminiſtred by the preſcripti- 
ons of the moſt famous Phyſttians, availed nothing : But notwithl{tanding the ſick 
man, hitherto Ianguiſhing with a ſlow and wandring feavour, with a quick 
and ul pane a deep-colour'd urine, had kept his bed a fortnight ; beſides,be- 
ing reduced to the greateſt leanneſs, he complained of a giddineſs, andasit were 
the fluctuation of a ſound in his head, and a tingling noyſe in his ears, . Altho he 
was troubled with a great ſtupor, yet his ſleeps were mightily troubled, and bro- 
ken with delirious fables. After four days, when the feavour wasnot yet decli- 
ned, it was thought govd to take away four or five ounces of blood, by Leeches, 
ftom the ſedal veins ; from hence the feavour began to be much exaſperated, for 
a great intenſe heat, with thirſt, watchings, and almoſt continual toſſing of the 
body, alſothe tongue dry, and _ appeared ; then quickly a troubleſome 
cough, with abundance of diſcoloured ſpittle followed, to him were adminiſtred, 
almond, and barly-drinks, with temperate bechicks ( or things to ſtop coughing ) 
boyled in them ;z water of milk diſtilPd with ſnazls, and pectoral herbs, the ſhelly- 

owders, prepared nitre, and often Cordial opiats z which notwithſtanding 

carce giving any help, the ſick man ſtill became more weak : when in this man- 
ner being ſick above two months ſpace, the feavouriſh diſtemperature,and cough 
alſo, dayly growing worſe, he ſeerhed near death, at length a voluntary ſxeatin 
ariſing, ſv that every night, or every other night, he ſweat abundantly, : 
from thence finding himſelf better, uſing then the aforeſaid Remedies, he grew 
well within ſix weeks. | | 

Till I had ſeen many ſick people after the ſame manner, ſuſpetted this diſeaſe to 

be alltogether an hectick ” 99_nnt with a conſumptive diſpoſition of the Lungs ; 
but when I ſaw many others at that time fall ſick ordinarily, after the like man- 
ner, [I eaſily inſtituted the riologte or national account ofthis feavour, ſuch as 
I have already deſcribed : to wit, that the blood, becauſe of the intemperature of 
the year, and perhaps from errors in dyet, had contrated a vitious procatarx1s Or 
remote cauſe : Then it growing feavouriſhly hot, and preſently carrying its im- 
purities to the brain, and ſodepraving the juice, watering it, and the nervous 
{tock, induced the vertiginous diſtempers, with a Jags a languiſhing of ſpirits, 
and an atrophy of the whole body : but ſo long as the blood did transfer its recre- 


ments, from its own boſom, into the brain and nervous appendix, the feavouriſh 

heat continued more gentle and milde : But afterwards, when the tending down- 

wards of the morbific matter; by the opening of the hemorhoid veins, was c_ 
| A 
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away from the brain, the ſame being firſt retained within the bloody maſs, in- 
creaſed the feavour ; then being poured on the Lungs, excited the cruel cough, 
with plentifull ſpittle : but foraſmuch as the fleſh of the Lungs remained free from 
putrefaCtion, as ſoon as the ſerous water was ſent away by a more plentifull 
{weating, the ſick man became free, both fromthe feavour, and phrhiſss or Con- 
ſumption, that ſeemed ſo deplorable. | | 

In the mean time, whillt he lay fick, I viſited another, about 12. years of age, 
after the like manner affeted. But this when I was firſt ſent for, having been tick 
above a month,was reduced to the leanneſs of a Skelliton : beſides, he was traubled 
with a vertigo, with a noiſe in his ears, and deafneſs, and alſo with a violent 
cough, with yellow, and as it were conſumptive ſpittle : his pulſe was quick and 
feeble, his urine red and thick, his appetite much dejected, his ſpirits ſo Ilanguid, 
and his ſtrength ſo caſt down, that he could not keep out of his bed : I gave this 
youth to drink often in a day, water diſtild from milk, with ſnails and tempe- 
rate herbs : beſides I ordered him an open decoction, ſuch as is in uſe for the 
Rickets, to be daily taken inſtead of his ordinary drink : by the help of which 
Remedies, he wasreſtored to his health, in a months ſpace. At this time 1 was 
ſent for to many other people, of every age and ſex, diſtemper'd by the fame di- 
ſcaſe, now clearly Epidemical ; for it, running thorow whole families not only 
inthis City, and the neighbouring parts, but 1n the Countries at a great diſtance, 
as I heard from Phyſitians dwelling in other places, increaſed very much. Thoſe 
for the moſt part labouring with this feavour, ſo be they were otherwiſe whole, 
grew well, by the fit uſe, andorder, of medicine and dyet - but it hapned very 


often but ill tothoſe, who were indued with a weakly conſtitution of brain, and 


nervous ſtock, or broken with age; but not ſeldom the caſe of the ſick became 
dangerous becauſe the Phyſitians were not wont to be ſent for preſently after the 
beginning of the diſeaſe, yea, ſcarcely before it had more deeply ſpread abroad 
its roots, and the opportunity of healing was paſt. | 

. For that reaſon, this feavour became very deadly, in the family of a certain 
Noble man, among his children, originally obnoxious-to Cephalic diſtempers. 
Aboutthe vernal Equinox, a Boy of about eleven years of Age, beganto be fick - 
At firſt without any vehement heat, or thirſt, . a dejeion of appetite, and want 
of ſtrength came upon him : Beſides, an almoſt continual giddineſs did trouble 
him, with a frequent danger of fainting, that he often thought he was juſt dy- 
ing. By the advice of a certain woman attending him, they dayly gave him Cli- 
ſters: then, when from the foulneſs of the mouth, and Tongue, manifeſt ſignes 
of a Feavour appeared, this Emperick on the fifth day, gave him a vomit of the In- 
fuſion of Crocus metallorum, and on the ſeaventh day a. Cordial powder being ad- 
miniſtred, ſhe incited the ſick youth covered with blankets to ſweat : his skin 
hardly began to be moiſt: but preſently he began to talk idly, complained that 
his Cap was fallen into the water, by and by becoming ſpeechleſs, within four 
hours, whilſt I was ſent for, he expir'd before I came. A 

. Alittle while after, the ſame diſeaſe fell upon his yonger Siſter : whoſe ſickneſs 

however, becauſe it was accompanied with a frequent and humid Cough, was 
thoughtat firſt to be only a taking of Cold; but. within a few days, this Cough 
became plainly Convulſive: ſo that, whilſt ſhe Cougt”d, the Dsaphragma being 
caried upward, and with a renewed Stole, held ſoa long time, ſhe madea great 
noiſe as if about to be ſuffocated - then this little maid growing more apparent- 
ly feavouriſh, complained of thirſt and heat, and lay all night withoutſleep,with 
a mighty agitation of her body, and began to talk idly, after the ſame manner 
as her brother, of her coat being fallen into the water; and when all things grew * 
worſe, ſhe began tobe tormented with Convulſive motions, firſt in her Limbs, 
by and by in her face, and then in her whole body :. the Paroxyfms coming by of- 
ten turns, twice or thrice in an hour, did'moſt grievouſly trouble her, ſo that 
this little wretch, within the ſpace of 24. hours, after the Convulſive Diſtempers 
began togrow more grievous, her animal ſpirits being almoſt quite ſpent, ſhe 
dyed ; whilſt the Convulfive Fits tormented-her, her pulſe was very much diſor- 
der'd, and often intermitting, alſo a frequent vomiting moleſted her. Being ſent 
for to viſit this maid, alſotoo late, alittle before her death ; when I could con- 
tribute nothing to the proroguing of Life, | endegvourd what I could, to finde 
out from her Death, the knowledge of the aforeſaid: diſeaſe, therefore having 
gor 
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got leave to diſſeCt her body, the reaſons, and marks of the Symptoms chiefly _ 
urging, in this feavour, more clearly appear'd. 

Opening therefore firſt the lower belly, I found all the bowells in it ſound e- The kn wie.'g 
nough, and well furniſh't : The ventricle, altho tyred with empty vomiting, con- f #h* diſea/e 
tained nothing beſides the Liquor, lately taken in at the mouth : for neither in Nuns wut by 
it, nor in its Appendix, were worms, or ſharp humours found, which are wont +0" 
oftentimes to give a cauſe to theſe kinde af Convulſions : the ſmall guts, were in « * 
many places mutually involved : to wit, the Convex ſuperficies of one part, was 
thruſt into the concave of another, as intoa ſheath, and hid far in it, which in- 
deed1 judge to have hapned, wholly from the convulſive Motions of thoſe bowels : 
for whilſt by reaſon of the vehement Convulſion, excited from the nervous 
origine, the oppolite fibres being drawn together, did work the ſame Inteſtine, 
into contrary motions, it eaſily hapned that a part of the Inteſtine of the 1lon 
being carried upward, might run into the hollowneſs of the other, being ſnatch'd 
downward. | 

The T'orax being opened, the fleſh of the Lungs appeared very red, and as 
it were ſprinkled with bood, yea in ſome places as it were livid, and almoſt black : 
out of the ſame whereever it was cut, there flow'd forrh a thin and frothy mat- 
ter. Certainly this ſhew'd, thatthe feavouriſh matter, or the ſerous impurities 
of the boyling blood, being ſoon impacted in the Lungs, did ſo ſtuffuptheir pores 
and pallages, that the blood it ſelf, being in its wonted and free Circulation; 
there ſtagnating, and bing extravaſated, did excite a certain Inflammation. 

We found a no leſs clear track, of this ſodeadly diſeaſe in the head : for the 
ſhell of the skull being removed, preſently the velſells, creeping thorow the 
meninge, were ſeen to ſwell very much with blood, as if almoſt the whole maſs 
of blood, were gathered together in the head : for the veins being cut or broken, 
abour the Inwards of the lower and middle belly, little blood flowed forth : Be- 
ſides, thoſe membranes where they cloath the Cerebel, and being higher ſpread 
divide it from the brain, being ſprinkled in very many places with extravaſated 
blood, were noted to be of a black-purple colour ; that it was not to be doubted, 
but the Phlegoſis or Inflamation roundabout excited, was the cauſe of the ſo cru- 
elly infeſting Convulſions. Thetle coverings being taken away, the ſubſtance 
of the brain was ſeen to be altogether moiſt, and watered above meaſure with a 
watery humour : yea, its rineor bark being taken off, zl the ventricles were full 
of a limpid orclear water, of which kinde of very clear Liquor, there was judg'd 
to be more then half a pinte. 

From theſe appearances, the Pau of the aforeſaid feavour is eaſily Col- 75, payporogie 
leed : to wit, in this ſickneſſe, as alſo in many others, the blood feavouriſhly of the af xeſa;d 
growing hot, preſently depoſes its recrements, both into the Lungs, and into Feavour, 
the brain; wherefore a ſerous Colluvies, or watery heap, did preſently overflow 
theconſtitntion ofeither ; then, becaule the blood being hindred, both here and 
there, from its due circulation, it began to grow into a very great heap, about 
the confines of the affetted parts, and at length to ſtagnate, and to cauſe as it 
were a phlegofis or Inflammation : hence, by reaſon of the ſerum being plenkifully 
heaped up in the lungs, and baked by the heat, the troubleſome cough, with the 
thick and diſcoloured ſpittle, for the molt part came in this diſeaſe ; and by rea- 
ſon of the like affeCtion, excited within the head; the vertigo, ſwimming, ſtupi- 
faction, and other Cephalic paſſions, conſtantly ſeaſed on the tick : which kinde of 
Diltempers, in this little maid, and in her brother, by reaſon of the infirm con- 
ſtitution of che brain, before in either of them, being made more grezvous, ter- 
minated in an Apoplexy. I might eaſily here propoſe many other hiſtories, of 
perſons ſick of this feavour at that time, but from theſe but now recited, the 
Type of theaforeſaid diſeaſe, may be ſufficiently known : But becauſe the ſame 
feavour happens almoſt every year, on ſome prz-diſpoſed ; and perhaps, by rea- 
ſon of an evill conſtitution of the year, may hereafter at ſome time become Epide- 
mical, it will be worth the while, to repreſent ſome Method about irs Cure. 

Concerning which, firſt of all take notice, that in this feavour, no Critical gz, cy, 
days were to be obſerved, asin the vulgar continual feavours : for the blood as Method. 
ſoon as it began to grow hot, poured out a part of the morbific matter, as yet 
crude, and not overcome, from its embrace to the head or breaſt : wherefore it 


were vainto expedt that the blood _—_ ſuffer the heterogeneous _—_ to = 
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heaped together, in its maſs toa fullneſs ; that from thence a flowring or putting 
forth ariſing, at the ſet intervalls of times, ir might thruſt the ſame ſubcilities 
out of doors : yea rather this growing hot glows not with a great, and open bur- 
ning : bur like a fire covered over with chips, ſends forth a moiſt ſmoke or breath, 
rather then a flame : But ſo, that from thence, by reaſon of the nervous juice 
being depraved ſoon in its diſpoſition, and not rarely, becauſe of the lungs being 
ſtufted with the conſumptive matter, the convulſive, or phthifical or conſuinp- 
tive ſymptoms, did moleſt chiefly, inthe whole courſe of the diſeaſe. 

It behoves us to deſigne the curative Intentions, according to the various times 
of thediſeaſe, and the diverſities of the ſymptoms chiefly urging. About the be- 
ginning of this feavour, the taking away of blood, ſeem'd convenient allmoſt to 
all This kinde of remedy, loften experienced with ſucceſs, in little Children : 
For that by the means, as it were another breathing place is opened, to the maſs 
of blood, ſilently and covertly growing hot, and obtruding its ſoot or ſmoak, on 
the more noble parts ; and for that reaſon, its impure effloreſcencies or puttings 
forth, are drawn away from the brain, and lungs. Therefore, although this fea- 
vour of an ill Condition, may be accounted as it were malignant, yet foraſmuch 
as the blood is not preſently apt to be coagulated, but to be too much poured 
forth, and to beſtow its ſerolities on the nobler parts, to wit, the brain and 
lungs ; therefore Phlebotomy, fo it be adminiſtred in the beginning of the dilcaſe, 
1s convenient allmoſt to all. 
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Or into that ſtraining, put 1 5 blanched ſweet Almends, and of the four cold ſeeds 
each 7 i. being bruiſed, make an Emulſion according to Art. 

Take water of Dragons, and of black-Cherries each 5 ui. of ſcordinm compound 

ii. of Threacle water 5 i 6. of ſyrrop of Clove-gilliflowers, ii. of the ſpirit of virriol 
X11. drops, make a Julap. 


Take oftentimes in a day, in ſmall beer or poſſet-drink, half a dram, or ii. 4 Power. 


{cruples of ſal-prunella, 


Peſides, in this feavour, medicines gently ſweating, of that ſort chiefly,which Gentle Dia- 


? An Emulſurl 


Fulap. 


reſtores the animal.ſpirits, and defends them from any heterogeneous Copula, are phureticks, 


of very great uſe : wnerefore, either the powder of pearls, or the ſpirit of harts horn, 
or of blood, in a moderate doſe, are admuniſtred twice in a day, viz. Morning 
and Evening. 

Clyſters are to be givenalmoſt every day, and if it be thought fit, a gently looſ- 
ning purge, may be taken once or twice in 2 week. | 

The dyet preſcribed ought to be ſlender, as in other feavours, let them be 
wholly interdicted from fleſh, or broath made thereof, only let the fick feed on 
Grewell, or barly-broth, and let their drink be ſmall beer or poſſet-drink. 

If that notwithſtanding, any preventive phyſick, the morbific matter, ſhould 
lodge in the brain, or Lungs, or both together, ſothat a diſſolution, or inordi- 
nation of the animal function, or alſo a violent cough, ſhould affalt them, it 
muſt be conſider?d, what is tobe done in either ſtate of the diſeaſe, carried forth 
after this manner, into an evill condition ; but then the curative Indications 
ought to reſpect the ſtupor, or madneſs, or cough: and laſtly, if in the declina- 
tion of the diſeaſe, theſe ſymptoms doremit, proper Remedies are to be adhibi- 
ted, againſt the Arrophie, as it were the laſt fortreſs of this Feavour. 


1ſt, Therefore if the morbifick matter, as it is often wont, being brought to 73, Curatory 
the brain, ſhould bring in an Inſenſibleneſs, or a ſoporiferous or ſleepy diſtemper, Method in the 
remedies drawing it another way, and deriving it ſome way from the head, and unſenſibleneſ 
beſides ſuch as ſtir up the animal ſpirits, and take away the impure Copula ought 499 madneſs: 


carefully to be adminiſtred, wherefore in this caſe, the uſe of Epiſpaſticks or ſuch 
things that draw the water outwardly, ſhould be much incregſed, and let the ſpi- 
rit of Harts-horn, be exhibited allmoſt every ſixth hour, in 4Aittle bigger doſe, 
let blood be alſo taken, by the ſucking of Leeches, more largely from the jugular 
veins, the Salvatella, or the ſedal veins. If the diſtemper remits not, the head 
being ſhaven, let Emollient fomentations be often applyed thereto : Further, let 
| Cupping-Glaſſes, Plaiſters, and Gataplaſms, be laid to the ſoals of the feet, and 0- 
ther means of Adminiſtrations, ſuch as arecommonly preſcribed for the curing of 
the ſtupor, or Inſenſibleneſs, ought to be uſed : In like manner, if on the evill, or 
Wo Criſzs of this feavour, a phrenſie, or madneſs ſhould come, remedies appro- 
priate to thoſe diſtempers, are made uſe of, 


2dly, But ifeither with, or without this ſort of diſpleaſure, brougtit to the In the Cough: 


head, the Lungs alſo have taken the evill of this diſeaſe, ſo thatthe ſick; not 
yet free from the feavour, ſeem to fall into a waiſting, or Conſumption, with a 
troubleſome cough, with abundance of thick; and ofrendiſcoloured fpittle ; Me- 
dicines commonly preſcribed for ſuch kinde of Diſtempers, ate convenient e- 
nough ; whergfore, pectoral Decoctions, EleCtuaries, ſyrrops, diſtilPd waters 
of milk and ſnails, and other remedies of the like nature, ought diligently to be 
made vſe of ; the forms of which may be found, in the before-deſcribed Caſes. 

Thus far we have deſcribed the continual feavonr, for the moſt part convul- 
ſive,” and ariſing no leſs from the fault of the nervous juice, then of the blood : I 
will here further propoſe an example of a diſeaſe, having the likeneſs of an inter- 
mitting feavour, but radicated chiefly in the nervousjuice ; the nature of which 
kinde of diſtemper, for that it is very rare, and truly pertinent to our convultive 
Pathologie, wii; appear from the following hiſtory. 


Glifters. 


Dyet. 


A noted Woman very young,: and indued with a more weak conſtitution of A ery rare 
brain, aud nervous ſtock, and for that cauſe very obnoxious to convulſive di- 05ſervation, 


ſtempers, after ſhe had conceived with child, about the fourth month of her be- 
ing big, from cold being taken, ſhe was grievouſly afflicted with Aſtmatical hrs, 
and beſides, with a frequent ſinking down of her fpirits : but by the nſe of reme- 
dies, indued with a volatile falt, ſhe grew well, within a fortnights ſpace, but 
after that, abour 14. days, an uawonted and truly admirable diſtemper, fell up- 
on this Gentlewoman. I 2 Ons 
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The reaſon of | 
ir. 


Univerſal 
Convulſwns by 
reaſon of the 
Scorbutic diſ- 
poſition of the 


Hervoue juice, 


One morning, awakingafter an unquiet ſleep that night, ſhe felrta light ſhive- 
ring in all her body, as if the had had the fit ofan Ague : frequent yaunings, and 
reatchings, with an endeavour to vomit followed thereupon : then her urine, 
which was but now of a citron colour, and of a laudable ſubltance, became pale, 
and wateriſh, and was rendred at cvery turn, to wit, almoſtevery minute of an 
hour : moreover, about her loins, and hypechonaria, and in other places, pains 
with light Convulſions, running about here and there, were cxcited : which kinde 
of ſymptoms plainly convulſive, with her frequent making of a lympid urine, 
continued in the Morning allmoſt to Evening, in which ſpace of time, a great 
quantity of water, at leaſt three times more then the liquor ſhe had taken, was 
rendred ; in the mean time, neither was the heat great, nor did thirſt trouble her, 
nor was her pulſe encreaſed : In the evening the aforeſaid diltempers ceaſed, and 
her urine becamecitron colour, and moderate ; and beſides, all night ſhe enjoy'd 
a-moderate ſleep, then the morning following, about the ſame hour, the fit retur- 
ned, accompanied altogether with the like ſymtoms, and ſo dayly actedthe ſame 
Tragedy. 

Viſiting this Gentlewoman, after ſhe had been ſick in this manner for 1 2. days, 
I framed the Etiologie of the aforeſaid caſe, to wit, that this diſeaſe, chiefly ra- 
dical in the nervous ſtock, did depend upon the effterveſcency, and flux of the hu- 
mour, watering the nervous parts: For it might be ſuſpected, that this water 
being diffuſed from the blood, made degenerate by reaſon of the ſuppreſſion of 
her Terms, upon the brain, and nervous ſtock, became more ſharp, and ſerous 
than it ought to be, and for that cauſe incongruous to the containing parts - 
wherefore, being gathered together to a plenitude, by the nights ſleep, it did 
ſtir them up, or provoke them, for the expulſion of it, every where into 
wrinklings, and contractions : hence ſhiverings, yaunings, ſtreachings, and wan- 
dring pains, were excited in the whole body : Furthermore, from the follid parts, 
after this manner contracted, and ſhaken, not only the nervous Liquor, but alſo 
the nutricious, every where laid upin the ſollid parts, but not truly aſſimilated, 
were ſhaken off : and then, either Latex, being exterminated from its recepta= 
cles, and received by the veins, or Lymphadudcts, or water-carrying veſlells, was 
render'd to the MaſWf blood : from whoſe boſome, before it had acquired a lixi- 
viall tinfture from it, being at laſt caſt forth by the reins, conſtituted a clear,and 
Copious urine : But that this diſtemper obſerved ſuch exaCt periods, the reaſon 
is, becauſe the-nervous water, being ſupplyed with an equall dimenſion, did a- 
riſe toa fulneſs of running over, dayly at the ſet time : Therefore alſo, the urine 
appeared concotted, and yellow, before and after the fit, becauſe then its mat- 
ter conſiſted only from the ſerum of the blood : Afterwards, during the convullive 
fit, the limpid humour being ſhaken off, from-the ſolid and nervous parts, and- 
paſſing quickly thorow the blood, adulterated the colour and the quantity of the 
urine. I preſcribed to this big-bellied woman, Phlebotomie, and beſides, a 
powder compoſed out of {orall, pearls, ivory, and other Cardiacks, to be taken 
thrice in a day, in a proper Liquor ; morning andevening ſhe took of the riniture 
of eAntimony, 12. drops( whoſe ſingular efteCt in the too great flux of urine, I 
have- many times experienced ) : By the uſe of theſe, all the ſymptoms ceaſed, in 
a ſhort time. 


- 


; in, 


— 


CHAPTER IX. 


Of Univerſal Convulſions, which are wont to be excited, be- 


cauſe of the $corbutic diſpoſition of the Nervous juice. 


Hus much concerning univerſal Convulſions, diffuſed thorow the whole ner- 
IRE kinde, which come upon feavours ; and eſpecially concerning the Con- 
vulſions, which are wont to be excited, in the commonly called malignant bettick 
Feavorr. There yet remains ( which was propoſed in the third place ) for us to 
ſhew, by what means, and from what cauſes, univerſal Convulſions are. —__ * 
without 
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without poyſon or feavouriſh infeftion, by reaſon of the ſcorbutick, or otherwiſe 
vitious dyſcraſie or evill diſpoſition, of the nervots juice. For indeed, the Li- 
quor watering both the nerves, and the nervous parts, ſometimes diſceding from 
its naturall diſpoſition, 1s ſo much ſtuft'd with heterogeneous and exploſive par- 
ticles, that the anima! ſpirits, admitting an incongruous Copula, every where 
growing to theraſelves, are irritated into continuall, as it were cracklings, or 


convulſive exploſions : Theſe kinde of Afections of the ſpirits, are either divi- Two bines 
ded or ſeparated, between which no Communication, or dependency intercedes, of theſe viz. 


viz. When many parts of the body are troubledat once, with ſo many Convul- -— -——o—_ 
nnex or 


ſions proper to themſelves, which do not come ſucceſſively one from another, bur * 


manner, I have knownſome ſick people, who have had their muſcles and tendons, 
all at once in their whole body,* perperually to leap forth, with ſo many diſtin&t 
Convulſions. Or Secondly, the Convulſive Diſtempers, which are excited in the 
whole nervous kinde together, are continued or connex, which ſucceed one ano- 
ther, with a certain perpetual viciſlitude continued between themſelves : Foraſ- 
much as inordinate motions, almoſt of all the members, mutually relieving them- 
ſelves, being riſen in one part, preſently paſle over to others. For ſo Horſtins re- 
lates of a maid, obnoxious to Convulſive motions,whoſe members and Limbs not 
only were forced into divers manner of fleftions and diſtortions, but beſides, as 
if agitated by an evill Spirit, not being able to ſtand in a place, ſhe was neceſlita- 
ted to run upanddown here and there, and to dance, and leap in the Hot-houſe ; 
nor could be hindred from ir by any force or chiding, but that ſhe would run here 
and there ; now ſhe would caſt her ſelfon her feet, now impetuouſly fling her ſelf 
after another manner, for if ſhe did endeavour never fo little to be quiet, preſent- 
Iy her Precordia was molt grievouſly afflicted. Wherefore, the Buſineſs of our 
preſent task is, to enquire a little more exattly, into the nature and Cauſes of ei- 
ther Convulſive AﬀeCtion, to wit,. both of that, which is affected through the ve- 
ry mych leaping of the tendons and muſcles together, and of this, which is cau- 
ſed threugh the madneſs and inquietudes of the members or of the whole body : 
that from thence it may appear, what method of healing ought to be admini- 


ſtred in either Caſe. 


Asto the former kinde, it eaſily appears, that theſe kinde of diſtempers, are The neture of 
not ſimple, but complicated, to wit, of a Convulſion, and Palſie. For the muſ- the broken - 
cles and tendons, are perpetually urged with Convulſive motions; notwithſtand- Conwulfere J;- 


are terminated in the ſame muſcle or member, where they begin : Afrer which jegyes tige- 


ing, the ſick being made weak, they are not able ſtrongly to move any of their"? 


members, or their whole body : yea, to theſe Diſtempers, pains equally diffuſed 
thorow all the Limbs, are adjoyned: Hence we may infer, that the animal Spi- 
ritsare imbued, with a manifold Copla, viz. both with exploſive, and alſo nar- 
cotick ot ſtupifying, and in ſome ſort irritative or provoking particles : ſo that, 
although being alway burthened, they enter into exploſions, yer, not many to- 

ether, nor indeed any haſtily or ſtrongly are exploded, by reaſon of the other 
interjected Particles of another kinde z wherefore the motive force does not long 
continue, but is ſhort, and as it were interrupted : juſt as if gunpowder being 
kneeded with ſome muddy ſubſtance, ſhould be fired : for then the whole maſs is 
not let off at once, with a noiſe, nor does one heap preſently fire another, but a 
few grains only, and thoſe ſucceſlively, to wit, one a little while after another, 
with ſmall crackling noiſes, are let off or exploded - ln like manner, the nervous 
Liquor is ſtuffed thorowout, with Convulfive particles, which even cleave to the 
Spirits : but foraſmuch, as ſome narcotick, and other painfull ones, are mingled 
with them; the elaſtick force of the former, however laſting; and greatly diffuſed, 


is yet much broken and every where cut off. 


For the illuſtrating this kinde of broken convulſive Diſtemper; I will here de- 4, obſerus. 
ſcribea very notable caſe of a certain Gentleman lately living in this neighbour- 50x. 


hood : which being truly admirable, not any writings or obſervations of Phyſiti- 
ans, have fcarce ſhewed the like. An honourable Gentleman whom | knew,ſprung 
from Parents, and grandfathers obnoxious to a ſomeways morbid diſpoſition ei- 
ther of the Brain, or nerves, about the hight or beyond the —_ of his Age, 
the fruit of this diſcafed Race began to puniſh him: for fitſt of all, he was wont 


to be tormented with a debility,.and numbneſs of his Limbs, and with light Con- 


vulſions ; with which kinde of Diſtempers,when he had a while labouredat lengrh; 
0 
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for cure ſake going to the Bath, having uſed too much the hot bathes, inſtead 
of a remedy, he brought back only anexaſperation of the Dileale, that from that 
time, the aforefaid Symptoms did not any more tormeut him by fits, but al- 
moſt continually , to wit, the Convullive motions, and. paintull extenſions 
did inceſſantly exerciſe every Limb, yea, every part of his Body, ſo that all the 
muſcles were perpetually drawn together, with repeated leapings all ar once, and 
that not without great torment : The only means he had for quieting them, was 
toexerciſe his whole body, ſometimes ſome of his members, perperually with a 
local motion : for ſo iong as he was awake, he was neceſlitated to be rock'd in his 
bed, or on his couch, or to be carricd in aCoach; or to have his members preſs'r 
or rubb'd ; for which end they had made for hima Bed, and a Chair fet upon bow- 
faſhon'd feet, ſach as are on Childrens Cradles, in which, when he lay down or 
fat upright, he was moved up and down continftally, with a tottering or rock- 
ing motion ; which unleſs hedid, he was infeſted with moſt cruel pain, and hor- 
rid extenſions of his muſcles: This kinde of dayly trouble, of the Convulſive 
Diſtemper, in the night-time, and preſently after ſleep, entertain'd mach more 
grievous Symptoms : for being newly awaked,his whole body preſently was wont 
to quake, his muſcles to be exerciſed with painfull ſtretchings, every Limb to be 
wetted with a ſqualid or ill-favour'd ſweat, as if in the agony of Death, which 
was ſo very Corrofive, that, Itke aqua fortis, unleſs they. preſently wiped ir ot, 
it quickly eat and rotted the Linnen. The ſick man, during. this Conflict, way 
tormented for many hours, between the ſweats and ſhiverings, untill being quite 
tired out, ſleep creeping upon him, brought him ſome eaſe ; but if at the ap- 
proach of the fir, he was preſently taken out of his Bed; he was better, and ſo 
prevented the wonted cruelty of the Diſtemper : Therefore, as ſoon as he was 
awaked from ſleep, though it hapned within half an hour, immediatly to avoyd 
the torture, his ſervants being called, they took him out of hisBed: As to his 
Appetite he was well enough, he eat without loathing, nor was his ſtomack diſ- 
turb'd with what he eat: Bur he did often complain of the pain of the heart,and 
ſometimes a troubleſome Spitting, with a ſtink in his mouth, as if he hag taken 
Mercury, moleſted him for many days. All hot things, whether food or Phyſick, 
did nor agree with his conſticution ; he did not dare to taſte, either wine, or 
ſtrong beer : In the firſt years of his ſickneſs, he abhor'd the very ſight of the fire, 
afterwards becoming weaker ; though the winter was ſharp he would not ſit neer 
the Chimny; his Urine was always of a Citron colour,which ifit were evaporated 
inan earthen veſlell, over hot coals, faltiſh feculencies remained in the bottom, 
toabove half the Liquor ; his belly was continually bound, and never put forth its 
load, unleſs provoked by a purge or Clyſter : Yea, belides the Convulſive moti- 
ons, a Spurious Palſie poſſeſſed every member of his whole Body, for he could 
not lift up his hand, nor ſtep a foot forward ; his tongue ſhaking, brought forth 
his words but imperfect, but ſometimes, when his minde was carried forth, by 
ſome ſudden occaſion of Joy, he would be able, his Spirits being raiſed with a 
wonderfull trength, ſuddenly to riſe out of his chair, and without the help of a- 
nother, to ſtand upright, and to jump, which interval however laſted ſcarce a 
minute ofan hour, but that his members flagg'd, and were affeted with their 
wonted languor and trembling. When this worthy Gentleman, had been ſick af- 
ter this manner above 12. years, and: had conſulted the moit famous Phyſitians 
in all England, and had tryed very many Remedies, and almoſt of every kinde, 
viz. Antiparalytick, antiſcorbutick, drying Diets, Sweating medicines, purges, 
Cauſticks, baths, Liniments, yea, and had twice tryed ſalivation, could finde no 
cure by any method of healing ; wherefore, all hope of cure being wholiy layd a- 
ſide, for the latter ſeven years of his life, he made uſe of only Remedies, chielly re- 
ſpecting ſome Symptoms, viz. he took thrice ina week a ſolutive medicine, of 
Senna and Rubarb with CorreCtives, now in form of a Syrrop, or of an extract a- 
nother time ; every night he was wont to take a doſe of an opiate, out of con- 
ſerves, and temperate Speczes : Beſides, as occaſions ſerv'd, he had ready a Julap, 
to be taken when his Spirits fainted : moreover, he continually drunk Beer, niade 
of oaten mault, altered with temperate and diuretical herbs. By the uſe of theſe, 
he paſs'dover at leaſt feven years, without any great alteration for the worſe 
at length, old Age coming on him, together with the diſeaſe, more cruel firs of 
Convulſions, not asat firlt after ſieep, but afſoon as he was warm 1a his bot, boy 
vade 
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vaded him, that he was forced to abſtain altogether froni his Bed, and rerely pur 
off his cloaths, unleſs to ſhift his Linnen : from hence tranſpiration being hindred, 
the ſerous Recrements, and others, woht to be evaporated, were fixed on the 
Lungs, which at firſt, brought in a freqnenr or ſhort breathing, afterwards an 
Aithmarical Diſtemper, and laſtly a deadly Conſumprion or waſting, 

If the Reaſons of the aforeſaid Sy\mproms be ſought after, it will be eaſte, to The redſons of 
deduce all theſe evills from a depraved Conſtitution of the Brain, and nervous #c/»mptors 
itock, and more immediatly from the dyſcraſie, and fault, of the juice watering cheſs toy- 
thoſe parts. For when that Liquor, in which the animal >pirits, doabound, was, ***"® 
as to its temper, highly ſharp and Corroſive, like Styz:an water, and as to its 
mixion, was ftuffed full of both narcotick and explolive patticles, it is no wonder, 
becauſe the Spirits being very much burthened, and for that cauſe reſtrained from 
their due expanſion, that they thonld be forced every where into ſmall exploſions, 
as it were Cracklings ; and that the containing bodies, being looled from their 
due exteaſion and itrength, ſhould bealſo continually irritated into painfull Cor- 
rugations of {hrinkings up. h 

Thoſe Convullive Diſtempers, did more ſharply infeſt after ſleep, becauſe the The grown 
heat of the Bed, did exuſcitare or ſtir up the heterogeneons particles of the ner- __ p eſent- 
vous juce, and rarifying them, as it were compell'd them into exploſions ; then 2 geer ſcep 
alſo, becauſe the nervous parts did imbibe its juce in ſleep, and a more plentifull ,ve3.4; A 
proviſion of the morbifigk matter, brought tog2ther withit ; which being filled 
ro a plentitude, at the firſt initant of waking, they immediatly endeavour to ſhake 
oft whatis troubleſome. For this Reaſon, it is obſerved, that the pains of Scorbu- 
tical people, and thefits of Aſthmatical, are made worſe by the h at of the bed, 
and by ſleep ; therefore as in theſe, preſently to leave the bed, was wont to give 
eaſe, ſo likewiſe it did in our ſick man : But that the trouble, excited by the con- Why alayed 
tinual leapings, and painfull extentions of the muſcles, was ſomewhat allayed by by 246t:0n- 
the local motion, or moving from one place to another, of the body, or mem- 
bers, the reaſon is, becauſe the Animal Spirits, whilſt they are compeiled to di- 
vers actions from without ; they remit whatſoever inordinations are excited from 
within: for as in pain, and itching, whichare lighter Convulſions, it helps to 
preſs, rub, or ſcratch the affected part, ſo the Convulſive motions of the muſcles, 
and tendons, are ſomewhat pleaſed, by the inordinate agitation of the whole 
body, or the members. | 

As to the Ptyaliſmus, or copious ſpitting, with the ſtinking breath, which The ſirwnf! 
was wont to return at uncerrain intervalls, we do ſuppoſe, that might perchance 
roceed from Mercury ſometime ſecretly yUun, although | have ſeen many la- 

uring both with Convullive, and alſo ſcorbutick diſtempers, in whom this 
kinde of perperual defluxion of ſpittle from the mouth, was very troubleſome, 
without any (uſpition of Mercury ; alſo ſome ( as ſhall be tola hereafter )on whont 
a ſalivation coming ( the exploſive matter being after this manner Critically e- 
vacuated ) help'd, the diſeaſe : moreover, it is likely, that this diſtemper was 
produced from the mere recrements of the nervous juice; and that the falival 
paſſages, when many, and enough were open, did receive, and convey forth of 
doors, the ſuperfluities plentifully depoſited in the glandula's, from the nerves, 
and alſo from the Arteries. 

As to the lucid Intervalls, whereby the ſick man us'd to obtain ſome truces, Wy thr ich 
though ſhort, the cruelties as it were of the diſeaſe being mitigated, as when but man obraine# 
now his ſickneſs had bound him to his chair, he was able on a ſudden to leap up, Jome truce 
and walk about ; but yet, this unlook'd-for ſtrength being vaniſh'd, by and by 98" 
falling again into his wonted languiſhment : I ſay theſe kinde of motions of la- 
bouring Nature, proſtrate under a great burthen, are its utmoſt endeavours, and 
ſome more ſtrong inforcements, to wit, whereby for a moment of time ſhe re- 
collects her ſelf, and attempts as it were to ſhake off the yoak of the Diſeaſe ; but 
becaule ſhe is not able to ſuſtain long this ſtrife, ſhe quickly relapſes, and lies 
down under her former burthen. Truly it is a wonder, how much above the 
ſtrength of Nature, Anger, and fear, and ſome other paſſions of the minde, do 
ſtretch the nervous kinde, and compell them to ſhew a force plainly ſtupendious : PO 
But theſe prodigies of her attempts, are only ofa ſmall duration. Fa _ ſe ; 4 

The Conjunct cauſe of the aforeſaid diſeaſe being after this manner deſigned, the aforeſs 3 


and the Reafons of the Symptoms chiefly tormenting, being ſhown, it remains g;femper, 
| yet 


_64 


— Of Convulſions Chap.IX. 
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yet for us to inquire into the ſecret leading canſe, to wit, by what occaſions, the 
nervous juice being become ſo degenerate, at firſt Brings in the Pallie, and then 
leapings, or inteltine Convulſions of all the muſcles : further, we ought to ex- 
plain wherefore the fruits of this Dileaſe, increaſing by little and little, came 
ſuddenly to maturity, by the uſe of the Baths ; alſo wherefore this ſickneſs yield- 
ing tono Remedies became uncurable. 

As to the firſt, it may be ſaid, that the ſick perſon, being ſprung from parents 
who were obnoxious greatly to Cephallic Diſeaſes, had contratted originally af 
evill Conſtitution of the brain, and nervous ſtock, ſo that within the 6th luſtre 
( 5.e. about the 36th year )) of his Age, he began to be ſick of a ſpurious Palſie, 
then, when the evident cauſes daily hixing the infeCtion more on the bloud and 
humours, did happen upon this remote hereditary cauſe ( for there were many 
chances, and unfortunate accidents, which continually brought ſadneſs, and me- 
lancholly upon this Gentleman ) indeed therefore, the nervous Liquor being im- 
bued above meaſure, with a fixed and Scorhutic ſalt, became highly ſharp and 
irritative, like aqua fortis, or the Stagma's of Yitrio/; and fo continually incited 
the Spirits, and the bodys containing them, into Corrugations and contrations, 
juſt as the aforeſaid Liquors when poured upon worms do the ſame thing. 

But that this diſeaſe, leaſurly at firſt increaſing, was quickly brought inco a much 
worſe condition, by the uſe of the hot Bathes, the reaſon eaſily appears : It is 
known by experience, that the hot Bathes, do very rffach exalt, and quickly 
bring to the hight, the Sulphureous-ſaline particles, in the humane body, and o- 
therwiſe morbid, which abound in the Bowells,and humonrs, v:z. do render them 
more fierce by agitating them throughly, and force them from their firſt paſſayes 
into the blood, and from thence into the Brain and nervous ſtock, yea, a 4 
joyn together thoſe, that were before ſeperate, and idle, and incite ther into a 
certain fermentation : wherefore, thoſe who are hereditarily obnoxious to the 
Gont or Stone, and have not as yet ſuffer'd any fits of thoſe diſtempers, very often 
feel the fruit of either diſeaſe in themſelves to grow ripe ſoon, by the uſe of the 
Bathes: When therefore in this ſick perſon, both the blood, and Liquor water- 
ing the Brain and nerves, were imbued both with narcotick or ſtupifying, and 
convulſive particles; and alſo when they did degenerate from thcir 
ſweet, and balſamy Diſpoſition, that towards a ſaltiſh, and this into a ſour, 
Cienulof a Stagma of Vitriol, the uſe of the hot minerall waters, was fo far from 
bringing help, that on the contrary, theſe evills, for that very cauſe, preſently 

rew all very much worſe: and the Diſeaſe, proceeding from the humors being 
o depraved, as to their temper and mixture, could never be cured by any me- 
dicires, no eaſier than vinegar may be reduced into wine. 

When this Gentlemans body, being at laſt dead of the 7 hrhiſs or Conſumption, 
was opened by me, we could finde but very few foot-ſteps, of theſe kinde of molt 
grievous Symptoms. Hence, as it appear'd, the Palſie and Convulſion, did not 
depend, ſo much on a thick and copious matter, heaped together ſomewhere in 
mines, as of an evill affection of the animal Spirits, who are ſubtle and Inviſible. 
I will lay forth , what was worthy taking notice of, in the anatomy of this 

rſon. | X 


Thing: worthy The eAM:domen being opened, the Caule ( as is wont to be in moſt who dye of a 


to be noted in 
#be body being 
diſſcfed. 


Conſumption, and other Chronical Diſeaſes ) was putrified, aud almoſt conſu- 
med. In the mean time, the Yenrricle, Inteſtines, Pancreas, and Meſentery, were 
well enough, to wit, the membranes were firm, well coulour'd, ard free from a- 
ny ulcer, or hard ſwelling : There grew to the greater inteſtines certain excref- 
cencieslike tothe ears of a mouſe ; for that there were very many of theſe kinde 
of things out of either ſide of the Color, and right inteſtine, they ſhewed like 
twins at certain diſtances, like the branches of Trees : The like | formerly found 
in a Conſumprtive perſon : The Reaſon of this ſeems to be, that the nouriſhment 
in Conſumptive people, ( though it be deficient about the more ſolid, snd out- 
ward parts, yet ſometimes) withinneer the fountains of the nouriſhing juice, per- 
forms more than it ought, and for that cauſe, ſuperfluous and unnaturall additi- 
ons grow forth. 

The milt or Spleen, which always is thought il] of, and of moſt Phyfitians 
condemned, for being the Principal cauſe of the Scurvy, and of all other diſtem- 
pers, appear altogether blameleſs, and free from any fault : For, as in = 
| oun 
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people, we obſerved, it was of a darkiſh Colour, ſoft and of an equal ſigerficies, 
free from any obſtruction, or ſwelling, indued withveſſells, and fibres, diſtinct, 
and firm enough : out of its ſubſtance, flowed black biood when it was cut. 
. . The Liver( which indeed might be wondred at ) was indifferently well, nei- 
ther was it, from ſo long and grievous a ſickneſs, become harder then uſuall, or 
ſcirrhous, or planted with little whelks, but it was ſomewhat big, and of a 
darkiſh colour. : "= 

. TheKidnys, though free from any ulcer, or gravell, were not however free 
from fault; for tn the middle of theright Kidney, was ſeen a great cavity, diſt- 
inct from the Tunell, and much greater then it, full of clear water : the like I have 
very often found, in hydropical people : But indeed, this perhaps aroſe, from 
the ſerum depoſited in that kidny, that could. not. egſily be ſtrained thorow its 
pallages, and pores; for that the ſer»m ſubſiſting therein, had in the beginning 
made for it ſelt a little den, which afterwards by degres was inlarged, and when 
for this Reaſon, the ſecretion of the ſerum, and its paſling forth by the ureter, 
were ſomething hindred, its Latex reſtagnatiug into the blood, brought in the 
grievous trouble to the head ; which indeed was the rather to be ſuſpeCted, becauſe 
alfo the teft Kidny, being mightily extenuated, and conſumed, contained many 
Ciſterns, and Cavitiesfull of clear water. 

The Lungs, growing on every ſide to the Sternum, ( or part of the breaſt 
where the ribs meet ) fides, and Diaphragma, ſeem'd without any diſtinCtion of 
Lobes, of one ſubſtance only of putrid ſpongy fleſh, ſtuffed throughout witha 
frothy or ichorous matter : without doubt, the ſick man had not contracted this 
evill fo long before, to wit, when he was not able. to perform any exerciſe of the 
Body, nor ſtay in bed that it might breathe out any thing more freely, the fzcu- 
lencies and recrements of the blood, which were wont to evaporate thorow the 
Skin, being layd up in the Lungs, were the cauſe, that they grew together among 
themſelves, and with other parts, and did vitiate their tone and conformation 
wholly, ſo that, a Conſumption being at laſt ariſen, was the effect and product, 
and not the cauſe of the reſt of the diſtempers, wherewith he had bin a long 
while miſerably afflicted. | ; 

Ih either ventricle of the heart, blood was concreted into a folid whitiſh ſub- 
ſtance, and bak'd like fleſh, which being formed neer the Cavities, and pro- 
celles of the veſſells of the Heart, reſembled the figure of a Serpent, with a ma- 
nifold divided tail : than which indeed nothing is more uſual, in many dead Peo- 
= after long ſickneſs : The reaſon of which is, that the Blood being without 

ife, from leng ſickneſs, and from thence circulated ſlowly abont the Precordia, 
begins to ſtand or ſtagnate in the heart, and depending veſlells, and by that 
means, is congealed leaſurely, into this kinde of fleſhy Concrete. | 

When the Skull was opened, we ſought among its contents, the chief Cauſe 
of the Diſeaſe : The firſt thing that occurr*d was, the bulk of the brain was leſs 
than it ſhould be, and folded into fewer folds, from whence we ſuſpetted, that 
the Animal Spirits, were uot plentifully enough brought forth : Further, the 
whole ſubſtance of the head, was more moiſt than it ought tq be, and wholly im- 
merſed in a wet watery humour, that its Covering, viz, the whole meninges, 
were pulled aſunder, and the compaſling or crevices, and all the ventricles, run 
over with clear water, 'Tis probable, that this deluge of the Brain, had lately 
hapned, to wit, foraſmuch, as.by reaſon perſpiration þeing hindred, and the 
Secretion of urine being but little, the ſeroſities gathered together in the bloody 
miſs, were carried to the head, and therefore, the ſubſtance of the Brain, and 
eſpecially the chancelled or chequer'd bodies, were ſo wholly wetted, and ſoked, 
that being cut, their ſubſtance could ſcarce remain compacted, but that it would 
flow away, ſomewhat after the manner of thick Liquids : within the boſoms 0- 
verlying, and inſerted tothe brain, and its Appendix, and the veſſells coming 
from them, the blood had concreted into little, round, hard; and as it were fleſhy 
balls, juſt like thoſe within the ventricles of the heart, and the veſlells hanging 
tothem, which alſo lately, when the Bloud circulated ſlowly, we thought might 
happen, for the ſame reaſon, for which the blood was coagulated within the 
Pracoraia. | 4 

The trunk of the Spinal marrow, being drowned in clear water, was very 


much extenuated, that it could ſcarce fill half -y the bony cavity or hollownets: 
whi 
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" which we thought to be effefted, by the deluge of ſalt Serum, in which it was ag 
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it were boy] | | 
Nature; So much Toncerning univerſal Convulſions, which being very much conjoy- 
wo} j-- vn ned with the Paralytick Diſtemper,areexcited dividedly in many parts at — : 


ner, of the There remains others, which we call'd continued, becauſe being ſuddenly 
continued £3-tranſlated, from ſome parts to others, they mutually relieve one another, and 
_—_— compell the members ; now theſe, now thoſe, and often the whole body, to be 
Per berng mage ; vo untarily moved, and diverſly bended, or agitated; In theſe Caſes, the 4- 
nimal Spirits, not only thoſe implanted in private cornets, and mines, get 
to themſelves an exploſive Copula, and being ſome how fatisfied; or irritated, 
ſtrike it off by certain turns ; but when the whole maſs of the nervous Liquor, 
abundantly abounds with elaſtick Pens, they then every where cleaving to 
both the Spirits implanted, and flowing in, for that reaſon ſtir them up into 
Continuall Convulfions : But foraſmuch, as not all the Spirits at once, are not 
able, however prediſpoſed, to OC ( becauſe within the nervous paſ- 
fages, there is not room large enough for their ſo great agitations ) therefore 
the exploſive force, ariſing in theſe, or thoſe parts, is by and by transfer'd, 
from thence, nnto others, and ſo to others, and fo like fire-draks, or wild-fire, 
it runs wandringly here and there, moſt ſwiftly creeping from theſe Limbs, to 
thoſe, and then preſently from all into the Precordia, or Yiſcers, and back a- 
gain. That the Image of thoſe kinde of diſtempers -may be known, we will 
here propoſe ſome more rare Caſes ; of fick perſous, whom ſometime paſt I en- 
ek rery fine and religions maid, tall and Gender, begot of s Father Gckly,aud 
| A very fine and religious maid, , of a Father ſickly,a 
_—_ obnoxious to moſt grievous Diſtempers of the netvous kinde, about the 2oth 
year of her Age, was afflifted for many days with an head-ach, very Cruell and 
ev any ; at length, at the time of the winter folſtice, 1656. the pain of her 
ead ceaſed, but inſtead ofit, a mighty Catarrh followed, with a thin: and Co- 
ious ſpitting, alſo anulcerous diſtemper of the noſe and throat , when ſhe had 
or ſome time endured this trouble, at length, bythe preſcript of a certain Wo- 
man, receiving the fume of e-Lmber by a tunnell into her mouth, ſhe was ſudden- 
ly cured, to wit, the Catarrh, or violent Rhame cea&d ſuddenly, but from 
thence ſhe complained of a notable Yerrigo, with a pain in the head, and of the 
tingling noiſe of the ears : on the Thi , the tendons of the hinder part of her 
[4 | neck, were pulled together, that her head was bended now forward, now back- 
ward, and now of one ſide, ſometime it continned ſtiff and unmoveable; a little 
after this, the ſame kinde of Convulfive Diſtemper invaded the outward mem- 
bers, and Limbs of the whole body, her arms and hands were wonderfully turned 
-about, that no juglet or tumbler could imitate their bendings, and rollings a- 
bout ; ſhe was neceſſitated to ſpread abroad her leggs, and feet, here and there, 
to ſtrike them againſt one another, and to tranſpoſe or croſs them by turns : Af- 
ter this mannereither fitting in a Chair or lying in a Bed ſhe was perpetually af- 
fitted with theſe Convulfive motions, unfeſs when overwhelmed with ſleep ; 
and when ſhe did alittle reſtrain her members from the great labour of the Muf: 
cles, preſently ſhe was taken with a difficult and ſhort-breathing with a ſenſe of 
Cheakin ; but in the mean time, her eyes, jaws, mouth, and lower bowells,re- 
rhained free from any Convulſion ; neither was ſhe troubled with vomitiug, bel- 
ching, nor any inflation of the belly, and hypochondria : Beſides ſhe was ſtill her 
ſelf, and had truly the uſe of her memory, underſtanding, and phantaſie, ſhe 
did, nor faid any thing madly, or fooliſhly : bnt in theſe wonderfull evills, ſhe 
ſhew d an admirable example of Chriſtian fortitude, and patience, even with 
godly and diſcreet ſpeeches ; her appetite was ſoon loſt, ſo that ſhe took an 
meat or aliment very unwillingly ; thirſt continually troubled her,and her ens 
was grown ſo feeble, that ſhe could not ſtand or walk, her urine wasof a Citron 
colour, very full of ſaltneſs, on whoſe ſuperficies grew little tararous skins. 
When Iwas ſent for to this Gentlewoman, on the Sixth day of her fickneſs, I 
framed the Etiology of this kinde of admirable diſtemper : For the conſiderati- 
on of her father, at that time was fick in the ſame houſe, with moſt grievous 
Convulfive paſſions, kept me, that I did not with many others, refer all thin 
to the deluſions of witches: wherefore, that 1 might ſeek out the natural Cauſes 
of theſe Sywptors, it was in the firſt- place plainly to be ſuſpeCted, that this 
Gentlewoman 
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Gentlewoman had contracted hereditarily the ſeeds of Convulſive Diſtempers, 
which at length, about the flower of her age, broke forth into this kinde of 
fruit : for when her blood was very much imbued with heterogeneous and explo- 
ſive particles, they at length ( as is wont in ſuch a diſpoſition ) began to be 
poured jnto the head, and there to be fixed : being therefore firſt depolited inthe 
Meninge, they induced the huge periodicall head-ach ; then afterwards, the ſame 
matter having accidentally ſhifred its place, falling down into the finks of the 
throat and mouth, changed the {phalage or head-ach, into a Catarrhor Rbume : 
and when laſtly by an-untimely uſe of the adminiſtred Remedy, the defluxion 
ltopd, the morbifick matter flowing back into the brain, brought the Yerrigo, 
and then, being thruſt forth on the nervous ſtock, it excited the aforefaid Con- 
vulſive Aﬀetions. 


| Asto'the formal Reaſon, or the means of generation, whereby the Convul- The redſon of 
five matter, falling down into the nervous ſtock, did produce theſe admirable the aforeſaid 
Symptomes, we may lawfully ſuppoſe, that the ſame being thruſt forth from the caſe. 


Contines.of the head, being yet more firm, intothe ſpinal marrow, and its Ap- 
pendix , and being like a malignant firment, it firſt intefted, with heterogeneous 
and highly exploſive particles, theſe parts of the juce watering the whole maſs ; 
which cleaving to the ſpirits, every where diſpoſed thorow their whole ſeries,and 
agitating them, as it were with a certain fury, did ſtir them up into continuall 
exploſions : Whenin truth, the nervous}juice, as is ſaid, was ſo fermented by the 
inflowing of the Convulſive matter,that which did other ways water the cantain- 
ing parts, with a gentle falling on them, and through the ſame ; did paſs over 
the animal ſpirits, with an equal Expanſion ; now the ſame did torment the ner- 
vous fibres, with various contractions, and Corrugations or ſhrinkings up, and 
did hinder both the ſpirits flowing in, being too much burthened with an hete- 
rogeneous Copula, from their dae irradiation, and alſo variouſly moving thoſe 
implanted in every part, did incite them, as it were with a diabolical Inſpira- 
tion, ſo that no more obeying the Empire of the will, they ran into inordinate 
motions, anddid renew them, tranſlated rapidly here ahd there, with a perpe- 
tuall reciprocation. | 4 
- But, altho the heterogeneous particles, being poured forth with the blood, 
into the brain, and thence thruſt forth into the nervous ſtock, did not enter 
rightly the beginnings of all the nerves, but chiefly and almoſt only the ſpinal 
marrow, and its nervous ſhoots ; ſo that the internal Y:ſcera, alſo the, parts of 
theeyes, mouth, and face, remained free from any Convulſion : yet; that ſame 
exploſive force, being hindred by ſome violence, whereby it entred leſs in the 
outward members, preſently like wild-fire, a way being found, it was wont to 
run into the precordia, and bowells of the lower belly : viz. becauſe the inflow- 
ing ſpirits, being ſtruck with a certain fury, and requiring a larger ſpace, in 
which they might exerciſe their madneſs, being excluded from one place, pre- 
ſently enter another ſomewhere open : wherefote, if that fury had been repulſed, 
both from the members, and the viſcera, no doubt but it would have flown back 
on the brain, and brought thither, madneſs, or as it were an Epileptical Inſenſi- 
bleneſs : which Symptoms indeed hapned to be wanting, for that the brain of 
this moſt ingenious Gentlewoman, being indued with a more firm Conſtitution, 
did take from the nervous Liquor freſhly inſtilled, whatſoever was congruous and 
ſpiritous, for its properfood, and enjoy'd it : In the mean time, it did depreſs all 
the morbific particles, intothe ſpinal marrow, by which the involuntary mott- 
ons of the members were excited, after that manner as we ſaid but now. 


Being requeſted to undertake the Cure of this worthy Virgin, firſt, a light 53, c,,» 
reparation of her body being made, 1 gave her a ſolutive potion of the Intu- yc:4ho4 obſer- 
ion of Sennx and Rhubarb, with yellow Sanders and ſalt of Wormwood added to it, ved in this 


by which ſhe was purged 12 times witi great eaſe , the next day I took viii. <4 
ounces of blood from her left Arm, every evening I gave her an opiate of the 
water, and Syrrop of the flowers of Lungwort, with the powder of pearls : belides, 
once within vi. hours, 1 preſcrib'd her to take a doſe of the ſpirits of Harts-born, 
ina draughr ofthe following Julap. Take of the waters of black.C alnuts, 
and the flowers of Peony, each 5 iii. of the Antipeleptic of Lang q. of the 
Syrrop of the flowers of the male-peony ii, of the powder of pearls J it and 


make a Julap: becauſe ſhe could not _ much purging, Clyſters with Sugar'd- 
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milk, were made uſe of frequently : beſides antiſpaſmodic oyntments, being ap- 
plyed tothe hinder part of her neck, and the back-bone, we order'd ofren rub- 
bing = the diſtemper'd members, with warm woollenCloaths wetted in pro- 

r oyl. 

By hs uſe of theſe, the ſick perſon within 6 days, ſeem'd tobe very much hel- 
ped ; for the Convulſive motions allmoſt wholly ceaſed, and ſhe could contain her 
members quietly in their due poſition, only her head ſometimes by a lighter 
ContraCtiou was compelled to bend gently this way and that way ; further ſhe was 
able toſtand a little, and riſe out of her chair, but when ſhe went to ſtep for- 
ward, ſhe went not rightly, but obliquely on one fide : At this time going away, 
left her much better, and in a manifeſt ſtate of growing well : Bur after .ano- 
ther week, when the North-winde being high, and ariſen in Night time, the 
window not being faſt ſhut,blew very much upon the ſick perſon being in Bed,ſhe 
preſently taking cold, relapſed into that kinde of Condition, that ſhe became 
obnoxious not only to Convullive paſſions, but to an univerſal periodical palſie : 
for after that ſhe was forced to move about, turn, and winde variouſly, all her 
limbs ſucceſkvely, with her head, and members by turns, bent, and thrown a- 
bout here and there (as before ) from morning to night ; till at night theſe kinde 
of motions wholly ceaſing, -a reſolution of her members, or palſic ſucceeded, ſo 
that ſhe was not able to ſtir either hand or foot, or anyother part of her body 
beſides, or to exereiſe any motive bending of the body, lying 1n her bed allmoſt 
immovable like a ſtone ; but being a little refreſh'd with ſleep, about morning, 
as ſhe recovered ſome little ſtrength or virtue of the regular motive faculty, by 
bending, tho but weakly here and there, her arms, and legs, fo alſo the involun- 
rary, and Convulſive motions, did conſtantly return, enduring from that time, 
- the rd which again at theEvening, were changed into theſe reſolutions of 
the Limbs. 

By theſe it appears clearly, that the ſick Gentlewoman laboured with a two- 
fold diſeaſe, viz. a Palſie, and Convulſion, andthat the materiall Cauſe of ei- 
ther, was ſomewhat diſtinct : For it ſeems, that the animal ſpirits, every where 
abounding, being burdened with narcotick particles, were almoſt continually 
bound : bejides that, inthe time of ſleeping, together with the nervous juice,the 
Convulſive patticles, plentifully flowing in, clove alſo to the ſpirits : for the 
exploſions of which, the ſpirits being incited, produced the involuntary moti- 
ons : but alſoat that time, the narcotic Copula being ſomewhat ſhaken off, they 
were then able in ſomeſort to perform the voluntary or regular alſo : Beſides the 
Remedies but now recited, they did carefully adminiſter very many others, all- 
moſt of every kinde, viz. Antiſcorbuticks, antiparaleticks, DecoCtions, ſado- 
rificks, or {ſweating medicines, diſtilled waters, ſpirits, Elixirs, Tin&ture, 
Baths, Liniments, with many others ; by the uſe of which, the Symptoms were 
ſomething remitted, but yet the diſtaſe was not wholly cured, theuniverſal pal- 
fie ſoon ceaſed, that ſhe was able at any time to move her Limbs, and to 
bend them here and there ; and alſo the involuntary motions did trouble her but 


exceeding troubleſome, and = wonderfull Convulſion, of the Diaphragma, 
and muſcles ſerving for breat 


Jy to ſhake, or 
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neck, as it were ſtiff and immovable : and then in ſpeaking, her tongue would be 
taken afrer that manner, that ſhe would repeat the ſame word very often, yea 
fometimes twenty times at leaſt : when rhe Convulſive motions tormented her 
ſtrongly in her outward members, ſhe was free fora little while from that throc- 
ling, and noiſie diſtemper, and this ſpace of intermiſſion ſhe call'd her time of 
eaſe; thoin the mean time, her head, and members were carried violently here 
and there, with Convulſive Motions : if at any time ſhe lay on her left ſide, pre- 
ſently a contraction of her right hypochondriam inwards, with a ſobbing or throt- 
ling, vex'd her. Within a few days, her ſtrength being very much loſt, by 
the aſliduity of the paſſions, ſhe contracted ſo great an imbecillity in her Loyns, 
and joynts of her legs, that ſhe could not ſtand, nor lean on her feet : Her Sto- 
mach, diſtemperd either with weakneſs, or the Convnllion, retarn'd back what- 
ever was put into it, by vomit. 

In this Caſe, as in the former, it appears; clearly, that the Animal ſpirits, 


The nature 


not only thoſe implanted in this or that part or region, had contratted an hete- 9nd cauſe of 


rogeneous Copalato be ſhaken off by ſome turns, bur alſo the ſpirits influencing * 


calc. 


ſome nerves, being imbued with exploſive particles, had broughtin the per 
tuall, and wandring Convulſive Motions. And when at firſt ic hapned, that 
the ſpirits ſo afflicted, did afſolt, nor all the nerves together, nor any indiffe- 
rently, but for the moſt part, only thoſe —_—_ to the Diaphragm, and the 
Appendixes of the ſpinal marrow, ſo that within thoſe ſpaces, the fury of the 
ſpirits, perpetually exploſing, was limited, for this reaſon it hapned, that the 
convulſive affeCtions being reſtrained, inany one of thoſe parts, did break forth 
more furiouſly ſtrait in another ; and when by their proper inſtin&t, their mo- 
tive force was imployedin one Region, the ſame was in the mean time, wont 
to be remitted in another. Moreover in this ſick perſon, the morbific matter, 
conſiſting both of narcotick and conyullive particles, cauſed together the para- 
lyrick, and convulſive diſtemper. | 
Coming to her on the 4th day, Igave her an Emetick potion, by which ſhe 
yomited 7 times, abandance of ropy phlegm, with yellow choller, yet without 
any eaſe : on the next day, I took fix ounces of blood, from her left Arm, pre- 
ſently from thence, the blood being more Py WT towards the 
head, ſhe —_—_ mightily of an head-ach, and giddinefs; But within 3 days 
ſhe being let blood in the foot, found her ſelf better : ſhe afterwards took Reme- 
dies for the diſtempers of the nerves, to wit, ſpirits of Harts-horn, and of jblood, 
Bezoartick,and ſhelly powders, Fulaps, and Elettuaries, antiſpaſmodical : by the uſe 
of theſe, the Symptoms ſeem'd to be ſomething remitted, but yet they remained 
ſomewhat after the-manner but now deſcribed : After a fortnight, by the pre- 
ſcription of a certain Country-Woman, ſhe took in a draught of beer, 6 | 
fulls of blood, taken from the ear of an Aﬀe, by which ſhe ſeem'd on a fi to 
he cured : for forthwith all the Convulſive motions did leave, and ſhe remained 
free from them 24 hours ; but yet the diſeaſe returning the next day, with its 
wonted fierceneſs, would not give place, neither to that Remedy, nor indeed 
eaſily to any others : ſhe therefore for the. future, took medicines methodically 
preſcribed : Once within 6 days, ſhe was gently purged, beſides ſhe took the 
powder compoſed of Bezoar, _— and Corral, with the roots and ſeeds of Pe- 
ony, alſo an Electuary, preſcribed by Horſtius f&r theſe kinde of admirable Con- 
vulſions ; alſo F«lap, and decoftions, proper in convulfive wn : Clyſters 
were often uſed, frictious, oyntments, and veſicatories were iniſtred with 
ſucceſs : within another week, the ſobbing affeftion wholly ceaſed, and likewiſe 
the other convulſive motions, being grown mote gentle by degrees, very much 
remitted : Growing well of theſe diſtempers, a Catharr falling downin her throat, 
ſhe was ſo much troubled, that ſhe almoſt continually ſpit forth a ſharp, and as 
it were Corroſive ſpittle, as if ſhe had had a falivation by taking Mercwy : which 
kinde of Remedy indeed, hath been found to have been the laſt event in this 
caſe : but 1 wholly abſtained from adminiſtring it, becauſe both the ſick, and 
her friends, would not give me leave. 
After this plentifnll, a»d troubleſome ſpitting had continued for many days, 
the diſeaſe ſeend almoſt to be wholly Cured: ſo thar this noble Gentlewo- 
man, being free of her Convulſive motions, went abroad, and was well, both 


in ſtrength and ſtomach. Only ſhe complained, that oftentimes in a day, - 


diſcrived 
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was ſuddenly afflifted, for about a minute of an hour, with a ſhivering of her 
whole body ; which kinde of Diitemper coming upon her ſometimes in the night, 
broke her ſleep : within the ſpace of a month, this Symptom. alſo, and likewiſe 
her Catarrh wholly ceaſed : But from thence, ſhe was ſometimes afflicted with 
an extream Soureneſs, in her ventricle, and the paſſage of the Oeſophagas, and 
ſometimes allo in her mouth, and pallate, that it was feared leſt the inward 
skin being fretted, thoſe parts ſhould Contract an ulcerous diſpoſition ; beſides 
ſhe was wont to be tormented often in her ſleep, ſometimes alſo being awake, 
with the night-mare or Jzcubus. For this | preſcribed, Spring and fall, a gentle 
purge to be adminiſtred, with the uſe of antiſcorbutick Remedies, and ſometimes 
Chalibiates, or medicines of prepared ſteel, which kinde of -method ſhe obſerved 
ſo much. to her benefit, that ihe was well in health for many years, and is as 
et well. 

? Among the many Remedies, which were taken againſt that Sourneſs, and 
as it were ulcerous diſpoſition of the pallat, and Oeſophagus, I preſcribed, that 
ſhe ſhould drink every morning, her own urine freſh made; this, whillt it was 
very Saltiſh, was wont to give her great caſe; but at ſometimes, het urine flow?d 
from her thin and plentifully, which being nothing falt, but like to ſour vine- 

gar, from the drinking of that ſhe received little or no benefit. | 

The Reaſon of the Caſe but now deſcribed, ſeems not much unlike the for- 
mer, unleſs that in this ſick Gentlewoman, the exploſive particles had enter'd 
into more paſlages of the nerves, to wit, beſides the appendixes of the ſpinall 
—_— into thoſe dedicated for the office of breathing, and alſo by fits, into 

oſe deſigned for. the motion of the Tongue, and almoſt perpetually tormen- 
ted the Spirits abounding in them, with Rage or fury. 
But that the Cure of this Diſeaſe hapen'd, by the falling down of the ſharp 
humour, into the emunCctories of the mouth, and throat, we may from thence 
gather, that the material Cauſe of this, was the heterogeneous particles, and 
as it were nitrous, begotten in the blood; which, when from thence, being paſ- 
ſedthorow from the brain, they were carried into the nervous ſtock, cauſed the 
aforeiaid Diſtempers : But aſſoon as by the help of Remedies, the more plenti- 
fu'| proviſion of that matter was hinderd, and the morbifick particles allready 
Produced, both from the blood, and the Brain, and nervous ſtock, were de- 
rived into tho(e. emunCtories of the head, the Convulſive Diſtemper preſently 
ccaled,. and within aſhort time, ſuch a Criſis or ſecretion {till remaining, the per- 
fect Cnre oi the Diſeaſe followed. 

Foraſmuch as the urine, being of it ſelf very ſalt, andas it were lixivial, be- 
came at {ome times ſouriſh,, which did not give any help, as the former, to the 
ſourneſs of the throat : it may hence be gathered, that the ſalt particles of the 
blood, and humours, coming away by the urine, had a twofold ſtate or condi- 
tion, to wit, offixedneſs, and fluedneſs ; wherefore the ſerum, imbued by them, 
became now of this, now of that nature : for it ſeems, that the Saline particles, 
being degenerate withinthe maſs of the blood, remained fixed, and rendred the 
urine forthe moſt part Lixiviall : but thoſe which flowed without the blood, in 
the nervousjuce, or werelaid up about the ſolid parts, did degenerate into a flux 
or acetouſneſs : and therefore from theſe, being derived into the emunCtuaries 
of the mouth, that noted fourneſs of the mouth, and Oeſophagrs proceeded : 
moreover, when theſe kinde of particles, being gathered to a fullneſs in the ner- 
vous juce, and ſolid parts, did {well up, and ariſing toa fluxion, boyled up into 
the blood : preſently theſe being ſent away from thence, in heaps, thorow the 
Reines, rendred the urine, increaſed in quantity, ſouriſh. But foraſmuch, as 
the Saline {prey ns being of a divers Condition, and that thoſe of the fame 
kinde could not be mingled together, they mutually moved againſt one another, 
and break their forces, therefore the falt urine, and not the ſour healed the 
ſourneſs of the throat. It appears by a vulgar experiment, that the moſt ſharp 
Sprrie of Vitruol, by the mixture of the Salt of Tartar, or any. other lixivial,grows 
very milde : yea, and yet from thence. appears, that the acid humour, ſweating 
out into the parts of the mouth and throat of this Gentlewoman, came near 
the nature of ſharp Yitrsl ; becauſe the fume of Tobacco, being taken at the 
mouth of the ſick perſon, was wonderfully ſweet, as it happens to ſuch, who 
have beforehand taſted Yitrio!. 


Becauſe 
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Becauſe we treat hete of admirable Convulſions, which do not ordinarily bap- . 
pen, and whoſe nature, and cauſes ly deeply hid ; for the better illuſtration of 
theſe kinde of Diſtempers, we will yet ſhew one or two more Caſes, no leſs won- 
derfull than the former. —  _ y” 

About ten years fince, I viſited the daughter of a certain Nobleman, troubled 3.0bſervazion: 
after that manner with Convulſive motions, that ſome thought her poſleſſed 
with an evill Spirit : This Virgin about 16. years of age, fair, and well-made; 
yet begotten of a paralytick Father, without any evident Cauſe, about the win- 
ter-ſolſtice began to fall ill. At firſt ſhe was troubled, though not in any grie- 
vous manner, with an head-ach, and giddineſs for many days; then ſhe felt, 
now in one of her arms, and then in another, a trembling and ſudden Con- 
traftion ; which kinde of Convulſions, returning often that day, endured ſcarce 
a moment ; the next day ſitting nigh her Siſterin a Chair, ſuddenly leaping out, 
ſhe fetch'd one or two jumps, and many others ſucceſſively, with wonderfull 
agility, at the diſtance of many feet; then, when ſhe was come to the farther 
part of the Chamber, ſhe ſtood leaping a great while in the ſame place; and 
every time to a great _ z when her legs were quite tired with leaping, ſhe 
fell on the floor, and preſently ſhe flung her head here and there with won- 
derfull violence, as if ſhe would ſhake it from her neck : As ſoon as ſhe ceaſed 
from this motion for wearineſs, preſently the ſame fury invaded her hands and 
feet, ſo that ſhe was forced ſtrongly to exerciſe theſe m by ſtriking the 
walls or poſts, or by beating the pavement : when by reaſon of ſhame or mode- 
ſty, due to her friends, and by-ſtanders, ſhe did hinder her ſelf with great vio- 
lence, from theſe motions ( for all the while ſhe was her ſelf, and ſpake ſoberly ) 
the diſtemper being ſent inwardly, ſhe was vety much infeſted; with a mighty 
G_ ofthe heart, with a bemoaning and very noiſefull ſobbing ; the 
when ſhe would eaſe her ſelf, ſhe was forced preſently, the fury being tranknitted 
to the muſcles of the outward Limbs, either to leap about, or to fling here and 
there cruelly het head, or arms, or alſo to run about the Chamber; moſt ſwift- 
ly, orto beat the ground with her feet : becauſe theſe kinde of vehement moti- 
tions, of ber Litnbs or viſcera; inthe Tragedy of thediſtemper, did mutnally re- 
lieve themſcives; returning as it were ina round. | EY 

Coming the 5th.day after this Lady had been fick, 1 gave her a vomit of the The Curarory 
fuſion of Crecus eMettallornum; wine of ſquills, and ſalt of Vitriol, by which ſhe Method. 
vomited 7 times, cancker*d-oile or choller, in a great plenty, with the mixture 
of a ſharp, and asit were vitriolic humour - The next day ten ounces of blood 
was taken from the Saphana vein ; beſides, ſhe took twice in a day, antidotes of 
the powders of pretious Stones, of humane ſky, and theroor of the male peony. By 
the uſe of theſe, within a week, ſheſeem'd to becured, ſhe continued for many 
days afterwards free from the aforeſaid diſtempers : Bat after two weeks at the 
time of the full Moon ſhe fell into a relapſe of the ſame diſeaſe more cruell than 
before, for beſides thoſe wonderfull leapings, and vehement Converſions and 
roulings about of her head and memb ſhe was forced beſides, to fetch 
often a moſt rapid courfe round about the Chamber: ſhe began at this time, from 
the przſcripts of others, to takeanti-hyſterical Remedies, and purgesat certain 
ſt intexvalls, but without any help: At laſt, 1 being ſent for, uſe ſhe ſee- 
med indued with aſtrong habit of body, and with a notable fierceneſs of ſpirits, 
I pave her a ſtronger Emetick; by which ſhe yomited forth ten times, 
Choller, like to ruſt, with phlegm, ſharp like ſtygian water, and ſhe was ſad- 
denly caſed : After this, I gave her every morning, a draught of white-wine, di- + 
lated with the water of black Cherries, with ſows or hog-lice bruiſed and infuſed 
therein, and ſtrongly preſſed forth. By the Ule of theſe, ſhe ſend preſently 
tobe cured, and was well above a Month : And when the , the diſtem- 
pers being about to return, ſhe felt atany time ſome forerunners, preſently by 
the uſe of a vomit, and the expreſſion of the Millepedes or {oeſogs, ſhe averted 
the approach of the Diſeaſe : within three months, ſhe fo far recovered her for- 


mer health, that ſhe has now liv'd for many years, free from thoſe kinde of Con- 
vulſive diſtempers : But from the time the convulſive wholly ceaſed, ſhe 
was ſometimes troubled, about the parts of her and throat, with a de- 
fluxion, of a moſt ſour humour, like the vitriolick Sragma ; beſides ſometimes ſhe 
was obnoxious to the Pica or longing of women, and-at ſometimes alfo to > 
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Cough, with a diſcolored ſpittle, threatning a Conſumption, notwithſtanding 
which, by remedies uſed in theſe kinde of Caſes, ſhe was eaſily cured. 

As to the Etiologie, or Rational account of the aforeſaid Caſe, there is no 
reaſon that we ſhould fear to refer both the Cauſes, and Symptoms of this diſeaſe, 
to the exploſive particles ( the brainbeing -paſs'd thorow without hurt ) ſent as 
a ſupply, Centinually from the blood, into the nervous ſtock; which, foraſ- 
much as they being poured forth in great plenty, were not reſtrained within 
privatemines, to be ſtruck off only by turns, cleaving every where, both to 
the implanted, and inflowing Spirits, forced them, as it were inſpired with a 
madneſs, to be perpetually exploded, and to grow raging here and there, by 
bands : fo that indeed, they were not able at all to be ruled ; within the con- 
taining parts, but there was need to overthrow, and to tame them, impetuouſly 
tumultuating, and apt to be carried here and there, like a whirlwinde, by ſome 
very violent and ſtrong exerciſe, In truth in was 1n this ſick perſon, as itis in 
muſical Organs, which if filled above meaſure, by too great a blaſt of winde, 
unleſs preſently the paſſages of more Pipes be opened, the whole frame of the 
Organ is quickly ſhaken, and in danger to be broken to pieces :. In like manner 
in this Lady, when the animal Spirits, actuating the pipes, and the depending 
Fbres, of ſome of the nerves, were moved beyond their due tenour, there was 
a neceſlity, that their force ſhonld be beſtowed on many vehement local moti- 
ons together, whilſt they inflated above meaſure the nervous bodies: where- 
fore, when their madneſs was hindred in on part, by and by like winde pent up, 
creeping ſomewhere elſe, it broke forth more violently, in ſome other part. 

In this ſick perſon, the uſe of one or two Vomits, brought help once or twice; 
becauſe that by it, what was lodged in the gallie-veſſell, yea the glandula's and 
emunCtuories, and alſo about the viſcera of concoCtion, being by this means 
emptied, the purging of the blood, and nervous juce, were more Copiouſly 
drawn into the ſame place ; therefore indeed, that the animal Spirits, flowing 
wirhin the Pipes of the diſtemperd nerves, might be leſs infefted by them : By 
this reaſon alſo, thejuice of the Sows or hog-lice was beneficial, foraſmuch as it 
derived the morbifick matter, from the nervous kinde, to the urinary paſlages : 
Beſides theſe Remedies, the Root and in a great part the branchesof the mor- 
bific matter being cut off, and when others, as it were antidotes, hindring eve- 
Ty where its vegitation, were carefully adminiſtred, whatſoever was left of it; 
Nature at length becoming porta ( as ſhe is wont in theſe criticall Caſes) ſent 
away, to the ſinks of the mouth and Throat. 

Whilſt I was writing theſe things, 1 viſited an illuſtrious Virgin, who was 
troubled with other kinde of Convulſive motions, and thoſe univerſal, and no 
Jeſs to be admired : ſhe was about 18. years of age, hanſome, and well made, 
and before this time healthfull ; when the Peſtilence raging in this neighbour- 
hood, ſhe had come within the danger of its Contagion, ſhe fell into a panick 
fear, with frequent ſwouning the night fellowing, ſhe ſuffer'd ſo great a deliqui- 
n of ſinking down of her Spirits, and inſenſibility, that ſhe ſeem'd juſt a dying : 
hardly ſtrugling with ſogreat an evill, afterwards ſhe had every day Convalfive 
fits, thoughat firſt at uncertain hours, and returning after a manifold Kinde ; 
But within a ſhort time, its comings being made regular, twice in a day, to wit, 
they conſtantly returned ateleven of the clock, and before five in the afternoon, 
that no intermitting feavour, _ 7 more exactly its periods ; yea, alſo, the ſame 
accidents of the fit dayly chanced after the ſame manner. _ 

When ſhe had thus been ſick for three weeks, one day I was ſent for, that 1 
mighttake notice of all the Symptoms, and the whole figure of the diſeaſe : ſhe 
being up about ten in the morning, was well, in her Countenance, going, and 
ſpeech, ſhe behaved her ſelf exceeding well, ſo that none would ever ſuſpect her 
to be ſick - at eleven of the clock, ſhe began to complain of a fullneſs of her head, 
and numbneſs of Spirits, with a light ſwimning ; by and by ſhe felt a great pul- 
fation, andas it were the leaping of ſome live animal, in her left hypochondrium : 

utting my hand on her ſide I Bioly perceived this motion; then a ſtretchin 
and belching followed, which done, ſhe was preſently put to bed, and a mai 
ſiting upon a pillow held her down; who during the fit, moſt ſtriftly graſpt the 
ſick perſon, holding her to her boſom, with her arms foulded about her waſt : 
beſides ſervants were ready, and her relations ſtanding by,who now preſs'd _ 
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her belly, and hypochondria rifing up, and ſwelling to.a great bulk, now held her 
hands and arms. The chief Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, which being excited by 
turns, almoſt divided the whole fir, were theſe two, viz. one while Cruel Con- 
vulſions of the Bowells didinfeſt her, fo that the abdomen, riſing up into a migh-+ 
ty bulk, ſtrove againſt the hands of the by-itanders, held upon it, that it.could 
not be preſſed down ; and at the ſametime, her Precordia, being contratted up- 
wards, the motions of her blood and heart, were almoſt ſtop't : in which ſpace 
of time, this virgin, her head falling down,with a ſmall pulſe, and almoſt with: 
out voice, lay nigh ſenſleſs ; after rwo or three minutes of an hour, theſe Con- 
vulſions ceaſed : and then the ſick perſon, ſetting her felf- upright, look'd a- 
bout cheerfully, and for a while, the force of the diſeaſe changed into talking 
and ſinging, both of which ſhe without ceaſing performed, molt pleaſantly rw, 
moſt elegantly, beyond her proper capacity: with theſe kinde of ſpeeches, and 
pleaſant jeaſts, ſhe fell upon all the ſtanders by, that nothing in a Comedy 
could be more pleaſant ; then ſhe utterd moſt ſweet tunesof mulick, and more 
pleaſant, than any other could, or her ſelfat another time : After ſhe had paſt 
hx or ſeven rainutes of an hour, thus jeſting and ſinging, the Convulſions of 
her Bowells and Precordia, and the want of ſpeech, came upon her as before: 
and theſe ſoon remitting, the force ofthe Spirits leaping back, from the infe- 
rior nerves on the brain, it was laſtly imployed in the pleaſantneſs of ſpeech 
and Songs; as often, whea ſhe talkt to the by-ſtanders, as any of them replyed 
any thing bitterly or reproachfully, ſhe fell into thoſe moſt grievous, and long- 
er continuing, Convulſions of the Y:ſcera: After this manner, ſhe was wont to 
be moleſted, with an alternate diſtemper of the Bowells, and brain, abour the 
ſpace of an hour: Then towards the end of the Y:ſcere, the fit declining, more 
light Convulſions being. made, they repeated three or four times withoutauy 
intermiſſion, then theſe wholly ceaſing, the force of the diſeaſe brake forth in- 
to her outward members, from whence it quickly vaniſhed : for her Arms and 
Legs, for a minute of an hour, ſuffer'd leapings forth, and ContraCtions ; pre- 
ſencly after, the ſick perſon being taken up, left ber bed, free fromall Convul- 
ſion, till a new fir returned ; yea, indifferently well in ſtrength, ſhe walk'd a- 
bout the houſe, and during the interval of her diſtemper, ſhe cheerfully per- 
formed the accuſtomed Offices of Life, exce Pn her ſtomack languiſh- 
=p - day ſhe loathed food,in theevening, after t 
__ | _ = 
This was the preſent ſtate of the Diſeaſe, in whoſe fits, the more clear uſe 
of ſome faculties, ſeem'd in a manner to Compenſate the irregularity oFothers - 
Bur about the beginniug of her ſickneſs, it was ſomewhat otherways: for the 
Convulſions of her bowells, were far more grievous, and an inſenſibility was 
joyned to them : beſides, in their intervall, talking idly, an incongruons ſing- 
ing, yea both laughter and weeping, without any known reaſon, breaking forth, 
were wont to follow one another : but now, the animal Spirits Being forced in- 
to longer exploſions, performed them ſo regularly, now this, now that, as 4 
more Commodious way was made, that they ſeemed after a manner, to be done 
by the Command of the will, and of Reaſon. 


That we may therefore, according to our hypotheſis, frame an e/riolsgy or ra- 
tional account of this Diſtemper ; In the firſt place, it ſeems, that a vehement —_— 
fear, did drive the Spirits inhabiting the brain and Precordza, into great diſor- Diftemper. 


ders: ſo that, they being diſturbed out of their ranks, both the kinde of mad- 
neſor fooliſhneſs, and the frequent ſmooning ſucceeded : Further, it may be 
ſuſpected, that from the ſame impreſſion, the hurt was carried to the brain it 
ſelf, ſo that its conformation being ſoniewhat vitiated, the heterogenequs an 
morbific particles, were admitted together with the nervous. juice : Then, al- 
thongh the ſpirits at the beginning, being confuſed ard troubled, after their 
ſhorc inordinations, at laſt recovered themſelves, and performed the wonted 
offices both of the-animaland vital furiftion ; yet by reaſon of the taint, impreſ- 
ſd on the brain, the heterogeneous particles beirig conſtantly admitted, clea- 
vingto thoſe Spirits, induced exploſive endeavors, as ſoon as the ſpirits were 
filled to a plentitude, with the extraneous Copula, they being irtitated, entred 
into Convulſive exploſions for the ſhaking or ſtriking it off. * ME 
About the beginning of the Diſeaſe, —_ both the Diſpoſition of the _ 


e ſecond fit, ſhe ſupp'd mo-,- 
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and the Spirits inhabiting it, was more perverſe, and vitious, from the freſh re- 
ceived hurt, a fullneſs of the heterogenevus Copala ſooner happened, and 6 
its exploſion following more often, and more inordinately, was diſpatched with 
greater tumulr ; But afterwards, when the hurt of the animal regiment abating, 
the ſupplementsof that Copula, even as the nervous Liquor, were dayly bronghr 
in with an equall dimention, the exploſions of the Spirits being made regular, 
and more milde, obſerved their juſt periods or ſet times. | 

That ſhe felt, upon the approach of the fit, a fullneſs and as it were an inflati- 
on in her head, with an heavineſs, and dullneſs of the ſpirits, the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe at this time, the ſpirits inhabiting the brain, being now prepared for ex- 
ploſions, were wont firſt of all to be moved, and as it were to ſwell up; then 
that pulſationin her teft hypochondria ſucceeded; for that the Spirits inhabiting 
the nervous foldings, and fibres, thickly planted about rhe Spleen, began to 
be exploded : afterwards, when the Spirits flowing both within the meſenteric, 
and Cardiac enfoldings, were exploded rogether, thoſe elevations, and asit were 
leapings up of the Abdomen, and Thorax, were induced: and when in this di- 
ſtemper, the motionsof the blood and heart were almoſt wholly ſtopped, there- 
fore there was a ſinall and almoſtno pulſe, and ſhe became Speechleſſe, and in 
a manner fenſleſs. 

The Convulſion of the Y:ſcera and Precordia remitting, a pratling and ſinging 
facceeded, becauſe a falling down or removal of the Spirits as yet exploded, be- 
ing made from the nervons ſtock, into the brain, it changed the Convulſions in- 
to an exalration of the fancy, and more ready exerciſe of the phantaſms, or Re- 
preſentation of the Imagination: So long as the Spirits, within the middle of 
the brain, are regularly aud orderly exploded, they bring forth the Acts of the 
habits and faculties ſo much morenoble, and asit were above the ſtrength, and 
tenour of Nature, as in this fick Gentlewoman : but on the contrary, when the 
Exploſions of! the Spirits in that Region, happen to be inordinate, they cauſe 
for the moſt fooliſhneſs, or at leaſt the exerciſe of their powers, are incon- 


gfvous and abſurd. 


The Convulſions of tlie Bowels, and the phantaſtic ations, releiv*d one ano- 
ther mutually, and'by turns, becaufe plenty of Spirits, being diſpoſed to be ſtruck 
off, made their tendency, as it were with a dire&t and reflefted waving or undu- 
Iztion, now on this part, now on that by turns : then laſtly, when they were al- 
moſt all exploded, the more often Convulſions of the Y:ſcera were ſtir'd up; and 
when a ſmall handfull only remained to be exploded, that being at laſt exclud- 
ed, both from the head and bowells, it ranforth into the ſpinal marrow, and em- 
ployed the laſt aſſolt ofthe diſeaſe, in the Convulſions af the Arms and Legs. 

There yet remains one great difficulty in this Caſe, why the fits of this diſeaſe, 
wete always repeated exactly at fer hours, and yet had fo unequall periods, to 
wit, that the Coming of the firſt, was only but fix hours before the ſecond, and 
then the return of the next, did not hapen but in 18 hours ſpace. For the ſol- 
ving of this, it is to be ſuppoſed, that theſe fits did depend upon the neryous 
juice being ſtuffed to a plenitude, with heterogenious particles : which particles 
were altogether conveyed thither from the bloody maſs, and the blood did drink 
up the fame, from the nouriſhing juice, ſent as a ſupply from the Bowells : Theſe 
being thus fappoſed, we muſt confider, in what ſpace of time, *the bloody maſs 
is filled with thoſe morbific particles, and then, in what meaſure, it pours 
them forth into the nervous Liquor. As to theſe, that it may the better appear 
after what manner it was done, inthe caſe of this ſick perſon; you muſt know, 
that ſhe took in 24. hours ſpace, only at one time, a fall meal : to wit, after the 
ſecond fit was ended ſhe ſupped moderately about + of the Clock ; the reſt of the 
day wanting an Appetite, ſhe hardly took any food, therefore it is probable,that 
the morbific matter, was poured forth together with the nutritious proviſion, 
into the bloody maſs, chiefly in the night time ; and that more plentifully, chan 
that al could preſently be derived, into the nervous Liquor : The heterogeneous 
patticles, Which ate firſt conveyed from the blood, newly fatisfyed, into the 
nervous Liquot, being heaped op to the fulneſs, did excite the firſt fit, the co- 
ming of which thetefore was longer delayed, becauſe both pne ſpace is required 
wherein the blood, and then another wherein the brain and nerves, are to be 
filled: aftet this fit was over,becauſe the blood yet full, containing in it ſelf more 

particles 
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particles, of the ſame kinde, pours them:ſuddenly.on the:nervous juice;: theres 
Tore the otherfit is induced, within thrice the ſpace of the'former : but this bea 
ingended, becauſe both the bloody maſs, and thenervousjuice,. are wholly freed 
from their barthen, the ſick perſon finding; her :felf betrer,. than at: any othee 
time, took her food greedily enough. ; but after that, when tothe next following 
fir; firſt the bloody maſs, and then the nervous juice, onghtto be filled with the 
morbifc matter, therefore 10. hours are required for this double task :. but for- 
-afmnch, as there is only need, for the ſecondfit; that the other particles ſhould 
be-derived trom the bloody maſs, yer full, intothe nervous juice, therefore for 
this effect, a much leſs ſpace doth ſuffice, wiz :of's hours.) | 


-— 


_Afrer 1 had ſeen this Lady, who had labour'd for many weeks with theſe kinde 74e Curators 
ol periodicall fits, I order'd, that three hours before the ſecond fit, ten onnces Method. 


of blood, ſhould be taken out of the vein on-the:foot ; which being done, / the 
coming of the fit, in the evening being expected, quite left: her, - neither did (ir 
rerurn at all afterwards ; butthe other fir, obſerving its former time, dayly, re- 
turned, till the Patient being let blood, a-lictle before its: coming, remained 
that day ſree from the diſe 4 which howevet returning the day: after, accor- 
ding rothe ſame manner, exerciſed her for many months :In the mean time: bes 
can!e rh- cold of the winter was very great, ſhe forbore ſor ſome time the uſe of 
recs : but the ſpring coming on, this honourable Lady: being brought to 
{x7-74, was Cured by the following method? © £ 116 

':1it I gave her this Cathartick,, and I rookcare, that it was repeated every 
6:.0r 7th. day. - Take of the Sulphur of Antimoity, grains 6, of Mercarixs dulcts 
T. icruple, of the Reſine of Fulap gr. iv. of ginger gr. vi. let them be beaten toge- 
Ther in.a morter, then adde of the (onſexves of \/3etets i. dram,' make a bolus : It 
W3S wont to provoke two orthreevomits, and three or four ſtools: The flux of 
her Terms came conſtantly in great ' abundance; at” the fet times : wherefore; 
when the blood ſeem'd very plentifull, and: hor, 'þ order'd phleboromy twice or 
thrice in the midſt betwixt the times of her Terms: Beſides, every day that ſhe 
. didnotpurge, ſhe took twice in a'day, 4 pills.of the following maſs, drinking 

after them, a lictle draughtof the Julap belowipreſcribed. .- Take of the _— 
the male-Peony, F 6. of Virginian ſnakeweed, Contrayerva, Cretic Dittany, ea 
3 1 i. of humane skull, prepared,' 51 $. 'of an Elksclaw 3 i. of red Corral prepared, 
of the powder of Pearls, each 31. of the ſalt 'of Wormwood, 7 ii.of the ſalt of Corrall 
5 i. with what will ſuffice of the ſyrrop of the flowers of the male-peony make a mals. 

Take of the water of the flowers of the: male-peony, of black, Cherries, and of 
Wallnurs,each 5 iiii. ofthe antiepileptic of Langius, 3 11. of the ſyrrop of the flowers 
of Peony, Zi (5. of (after tyed ina knot, and hung in the elals, - 31. mix them, 
and makea Julap. 

When ſhe began to loath thEPills, they beingiomitted, ſhe took twice a day, 
to wit, in the Morning, and the Evening. about one ſcruple of the following 
powder, ina ſpoonfull of Julap, drinking after it 4. or. 5. ſpoonfulls of the ſame. 
Take of Bezar-ſtone, of either white "Amber, of Pearls prepared, of red Corral; 
each Yi. of humane sk«ll 7 ii. of the root of Virginian ſnakeweed, and the ſeeds of 
Re, each 3. mingle them, and make a powder, let her take J i. Morning 
and Evening, with a doſe of the above-preſcribed Julap. | 

Then, when alſo this medicine began to be tedious to: her, ſhe uſed the pills, 
or the Elixir proprietatis, and alſo ſometimes for many days the Spirits of Harts- 
born : Art laſt, ſhe began to' be helped, by that powder, being daily taken, 
for ſome ſpace. | 

In the mean time, whilſt this method of healing was ordained ; her hair being 
ſhaven from her head, it was coveredonly with athin covering;: She wore upon 
her Belly, an Hyſterical plaiſter mixed with Galbanum: for her ordinary drink, 
ſhe took a Bocher of Sarſa, and China, the roots of the male-Paeny, and other 
proper things, intuſed in Spring-water and boyled. - Within a month, the Fits 
were ſomething remitted : then,” being by degrees made gentler aud leſſer, at 
length they almoſt quite ceaſed : unleſs that at the time, of her Terms, one or 
two fits of the diſeaſe was wont to trouble her : Further ſhe labour'd with an al- 
moſt conſtant giddineſs, and queaſineſs of Stomach ;.in the middle of the Sum- 
mer, ſhe drunk Aſfrop-waters, for a fortnight, and was perfectly well. 


But as ſor the means in generall, to be ſhown for the Cure, of theſe admirable 
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Uo it will notbe eaſic to o alligne, either fit remedies for this herculean diſeaſe, or a 
; certain method of Cure, approved by often experience : for beſides, that theſe 
like caſes are ſeldome met with, it is likewiſe obſerved, that the ſame Medicings 
which at this time were helpfull to this ſick perſon, being given to another, or 
to the ſame, helpt nothing at another time : The reaſon of which ſeems to be An 
cauſe the cauſe EF the Diſeaſe conſiſts in the diſcraſie, or evill diſpoſition of the 
nervous juice, which Liquor, is not always perverted, after one and the ſame 
manner : But by the manifold combination of the ſalts and Sulphures, it gets a 
morbid nature of a various manner and kinde, and oftentimes changes it: where- 
fore, in the moſt grievious diſtempers of this kinde, not the vulgar medicines, 
takes Fo the ſhops oe dif or ets be preſcribed , but magiſtralls, as 
cauſe ariſes, mdchanini to the appearances of the adatiradle: Symptoms. A gen- 
tle vomit, Purge,” klood-lerring, ought inthe firſt place to be ordained, and to 
be repeated, as often as ſhall Al ern fir. As to ſpecifick medicines alſo, and ap- 
propeings in theſe cafes, when the chief Indication ſhall be, to mend the temper 
Nervyous juice, . you may try many, and by their effect judge of their vir- 
_ Therefore it rha A - , What the Remedies indued with a 
volatile or armoniacT _— or this end, the ſpirits and falts, of 
Harts-horn, Blood; ſoot, and the flowers and ſpirits of Sal-armoniac, aretaken : 
Theſe helping you muſt come to Chalybiats or Steel medicines ; the 
 tinQures and ſolutions of Corall and Antimony are given : which kinde of medi- 
cinesate exhibited; in ſucha doſe, and form, and ſo often, that ſome alterati- 
on'may be.made by them, on the whole bloodor nervous juce : Further, If ſuc- 
I ny you muſt then proceed to Alexipharmaca, which help 
oye end the malignancy impreſſed on the humonrs : to wit, to in- 
theſe, decoctions;: and di waters of vegitables, powders, 
Conferves, wer ere as mayo : pane, variouſly ſome with o- 
thers, and to It is likely, that thoſe kinde of medi- 
Cites, which pom left fork, as are'bittendby a viper, or a mad 
Dogs. 0 cr cos taken woulfs-barie, 'or poyſon, may be uſefull alſo in the a- 
In ieciny be-lanfllbete, according to the example of Gre- 


þ mar wa unborn rm me Convulfive tiſeaſe, and alſo of won- 
il Gon - Remedies, in the form ofa purgin 


Toy EleQuary, andalſo cbr pe ear limp ,'and "Convullive; -— and -to -_ 
variouſly, partly _ or-poyſon reſiſters, and partly 
of TT wr wok in imgEvil. 
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CHAPTER. X. 
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Of the P affions Commonly calte Hyſtericall. 


To: hyſterical paſſion is of ſo ill fame, po—ens Diſeaſes belonging to wo- 
men, that like one half damn'd, 'it' bears faults of many other Diſtem- 
For whenat any than, a' ficknbG 


, fo rhat'its* Cauſe lyes hid, and the Cu- 


A The' wg whickute went eo bereferredtoithis conſe or order,are found 
ofthe be byte- to be various and manifold ; which rarely | indiverſe' women, or which 
pai. come wholly after the ſame manner : The molt-Common, and which common- 
Rid to chaftie che fra! eaſberof the hyſterical'di , are thoſe, 
Amotion in the bottom! of the belly, and'an afcention'of t ame, asit 

were SE certat hb thing, 'then-a been, Acre or 4ſtriving'to) vomit, 'adiſten- 
Peg murfnur'ofthe bypoebondria, with's mg_ of blaſts of winde, 
equall "breathing,' and very-much' hindred, a gin the throat, a 
vertigo, 
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vertigo, an inverſion, or rolling about of the eyes, oftentimes laughing, or weep- 
ing, abſurd talking, ſometimes want of ſpeech, and motionleſs, with an obſcure 
or no pulſe, and deadith aſpect, ſometimes Convulſive motions, in the face and 
Limbs, andſometimes in the whole body, ate excited : But univerſal Convul- 
ſions rarely-happen, and not unleſsthis diſeaſe be in the very worſt ſtate : Be- 
cauſe, for: the moſt part, the Tragedy of the Fit is acted without Contraction 
of the members, only in the inferior belly, Thorax, and head, to wit, in ſome 
of them, or ſucceſſively in all : women of every age, and Condition, are ob- 
noxious to theſe kinde of Diſtempers, to wit, Rich and poor, Virgins, wives, 
and widdows: I have obſerved thoſe Symptoms in maids before ripe age, alſo in 
old women after their flowers have left them ; yea, ſometimes the ſame kinde 
of Paſſions infeſt men, as plainly appeared by the example already \ſhewed. 
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As to the cauſes of thoſe ſymptoms, moſt mp and indeed Modern Phy- Tie cauſecof, 
7 


fitians, reſer them to the aſcent of the wom 
The former opinion, although it plead antiquity, ſeems the lefs probable, for 
that the body of the womb is of ſo ſmall bulk, in virgins, and widdows, aud is 
ſo ſtrictly tyed by the neighbouring parts round about, that it cannot of it ſelf 
be moved, or aſccnd from its place, nor could its motion be felt, if there were 
any: asto that vulgar opinion, ox Reaſon taken from the vapours, we have 
often rejected it as wholly vain, and light, for juſt reaſons elſewhere : But we 
judge, the paſſions but now. deſcribed, do neither always, nor at all proceed 
from the aſcent, or the vapours of the womb: and that indeed, other very fa- 
mous Phyſitians, have already determined: For in times paſt. Charles Piſo, and 
of late the moſt learned Wghmore , have vindicated the womb from all fault; 
and the paſlions, whichare commonly calPd hyſtericall, are thought by this lat- 
ter to ariſe from the blood, moſt impetuouſly ruſhing on the Lnngs 3; and by 
the other, from a ſerous colluives heaped together neer. the origin of the Nerves. 
How - probable this latter opinion doth ſeem, ſhall appear from what follows : 
But asto the opiniondeliver'd by Doctor Highmore, concerning this thing, tho 
it be far from our Cuſtom to contradict any ones opinion, and that it is almoſt 
anlawfull for me, to diffent from this famous man; yet, becauſe our Pathologie 
ſtauding on a contrary baſis, ( viz. the cauſe of the -hyſtericall diſtemper being 
t_ more immediately to the nervous ſtock, than to the blood ) will ſeem 
to be only aſſerted, unleſs we ſhew the Reaſons, which combat againſt that hy- 
potbeſis, and forours, therefore taking leave, here we will try more exaCtly ei- 
ther opinion, put as it werein a ballance, © - 


In the fit therefore commonly called hyſterical, this famais man ſuppoſes, pgs; High- 


. | 
and vapours elevated from it :#** Sympons 
mmquircd into. | 

; 


the blood, for that it is thin, flatulent, and with a certain efferveſcency, to ruſh mores 0pini- 
too much in heaps, into the pneumonick veſſels, and the veſſells of the heart,on Exam- 


and in them to broyl up impetuouſly, andſo to ſtuff up the lungs, and very much ned 


to aggravate them, that neither they can exerciſe their motion, not that the 
bleedcen bedrained from the boſom of the heart : Hence, from the blood ſtag- 
nating inthe Preoordia, a great oppreſſion, difficult breathing; and often none, 
with a melting of the vital Spirits wete wont to be inferred: then the diaphrag- 
ma, that it might give place to the Lungs more and more diſtended, and that 
breathing at leaſt might be ſome way made, is carried downward, with a migh- 
ty and long continued Dzaſtole, and ſo by preſling down the Inteſtines, it lifts up 
the abdomen, and hbypochondria, and feins a motion as it were the ariſing of a globe : 
But afterwards, the vital funtion labovring after this manner, the animal fa- 
culty ariſes.in its aide, wherefore, a neceſlity of motions, in various you urging 
the animalSpirits, being driven impetuonſly into the beginnings of the nerves, 
produce divers manners of Convulſions, running here and there. The Author 
endeavours to confirm this Opinion, 'by the great help in this diſeaſe had, by the 
taking away the bloody excretion, both from things helpfull, and things hurt- 


full, in this Ro 4 | | 

But though I cannot but praiſe this DoCtrine of the ſuffocation of the womb, 
as very mgenious, and cunningly m—— yet thatl do not conſent to itin all 
things, ſome reaſons of great moment clearly hinder me. Truly I confeſs, that 
['do not underſtand, how in ſome hyſterical perſous, to wit, who ate ofa more 
frigid:temperament, and are often troubled with the Pica, and longing diſeaſe 5 
the 'blood ſhould ſo immoderatly boyl up inthe Lungs, without any ———_ 


' 
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iftemper 
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and nervuus 


Fock. 


' Proceed from the depreſſion © 


fly belong | 
z0 4 Brain pends on the brain and the nervous ſtock being affected, and whatever inordina- 


notes of its growing hot, in ſome other place. I have known young maids, by 
reaſon of the green-ſicknels, as it were without blood, to wit, whoſe blood in- 
deed being without life, did remain without any exerciſe in the heart, and was 
from thence diffic Itly enough drawn forth, into the Lungs, who yet were grie- 
vouſly obnoxious to the paſſions called hyſterical : Certainly it is not. probable, 
that the blood of theſe perſons growing immoderatly bot, ſhould ruſh impetu- 
onſly into the Pneumonick veſſells, and ſhould ſtuff up their pores and-paſlages 
very thickly, when in the mean time, ſuch become ſhort-breath'd, by reaſon of 
the abſence of the blood from the Lungs, or its difficult admiſſion to them : 
Beſides, by what mearis comes it to paſs, that this violent courſe :of the blood 
into the Lungs, which is ſuppoſed to+be made in this Fir, - brings. forth no 
Inflammation in them ? for that the blood , - being too much heaped , 
or rapidly put into any part, is eaſily. extravaſated, and is -wont" to ex- 
cite 'an Inflammation hardly to. be ſhaken off. From whence it is therefore, 
in the hyſterical diſtemper, the blood entripg violently into the Lungs, and di- 
ſtending them, does not cauſe a peripneumonie or impoitume of the Lungs ? Or 
wherefore the diſtempers as it were hyſterical, come not. on an Inflammation of 
the Lungs, otherwiſe cauſed ? wherefore it ſeems improbable, that the blood 
ſwelling up, with its proper anger or heat, ſhould ruſh into the Lungs, - and by 
ſtuffing them, renders them tooimmovable, and fo ſecondarily and conſequent- 
ly induce Convulſions of the Diaphragma, and other parts: but it may: rather 
ſeem, that by reaſon of the Diaphragma,” and other organs of breathing, being 
firſt affeted with a Convulſion, the blood ſhould be forced to ſtagnate- in the 
precordia : Beſides, it may be obſerv'd, that the Lung®are not always afflifted 
before other parts ; for oftentimes the convulſive Symptoms begin elſewhere, 
and not rarely bear the region of the breaſt wholly untouch'd : Becauſe in ſome, 
the vertigo, and Corruſcations or ſparklings of the eyes, begin the fit, to which 
fucceedeither weeping, or laughing, or convulfive motions of the Limbs,' with- 
out any ſtraitneſs of the breath, or oppreſſion of the heart 2: in others; before 
reſpiration troubles them, any way, a ſwelling in the bortom of the belly, with 
a vomiting, and rumbling of the belly, begins and often- ends the fit'; 10 that 
the difficulty of breathing, oftentimes follows theſe- Symptoms at a'great di- 
ſtance, and is wontto be prevented, by the tying ſtrictly of ſwathing-bands, a- 
bout the hondria. Moveover, it _ that this _ as - mg of a cer- 
tain round thing, from the Hypogaſtrium or lower part of the can never 

7 the Diapbragma | bacanſa in: the hyſtericalfir, 
this part is not always preſſed down towards the lower- parts, bnt oftentimes 
drawn up to the higher | ary and drives the Lungs. upwards,-ſo that .the-ſpirit 
or breath being almoſt ſhut forth, threatens the danger of Choaking. By theſe, 
and other reaſons, we are at length perſwaded to that opinion, that the diſtem- 
per named from the womb, is chiefly and primarily convulſiye, and chiefly de- 


tion, or irregularity from thence happens, about the motion of the blood, is on- 
ly ſecondary, and is made dependingly, by the Convulſions of the Bowells. 

But that this doth conſiſt within the boundsof the head, both.the comparing 
of the ſymptoms, which happen in the living, and the anatomical obſervations 
of the dead, clearly ſhew:z, becauſe we may- obſerve, that this diſtemper often 
takesits riſe, from a ſudden fear, great ſadneſſe, or anger, or otber violent paſ- 
ſion, in which the ſpirits inhabiting the brain are chiefly affected beſides, to ſome 
an ill manner of dyet, and varions accidents whereby the humours: being vitia- 
ted, are heaped more plentifully within the head, at firſtbrings this evil: Yea, 
the manner of the fits clearly evinces the fame, foraſmuch, as a fullneſs of the 
head, a vertigo, a x ag | of the eyes, a ringing noyſe of the. ears, begin in 
many the hyſterical fit, and often conclude it : Beſides I have opened ſome wo- 
men, - dead of other diſeaſes, tho while they were ſick, very.obnoxious to. hyſte- 
rical paſſions, in whom the womb being very well, I have found in the hinder. 
part of the head, the beginnings of the nerves, moiſtned and wholly drowned 
with a ſharp ſerum, as ſhall be more largely declared anon. ! 

Having weighed theſe, and other Reaſons, we doubt not to aſſert, the Paſſi- 
ons commonly called Hyſterical, to ariſe nfoſt-often, for thar the animal fpirits, 
poſttſling the beginning ofthe Nerves within the head, ate infected with ſome 

| taint ; 


_—_———— —_— 
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taint; to wit, they being either acted or brought into Contuſion, or being tinted 
with vitious humours, get to themſelves an hetetogeneous and exploſive Copula, 


interior nerves, the reaſon is, becaule in this paſſage towards the precordia, and 
viſcera, the animal ſpirits, by reaſon of the diſtemper of rhe minde, are very 
much diſturbed ; wherefore, they more eaſily admit any evills brought'from ano- 
ther place, and more readily conceive irregularities. For the animal ſpirits, 
chiefly for this occaſion, contra&t a convulſive diſpoſition : foraſmuch as they 
from a violent impreſſion, are perverted out of their Courſes, and their wonted 
manner of Influence, and aQiing ; hence they not only repeat their inordinations, 
but alſo receive the heterogenious particles into their embraces, and more eaſily 
combine with them : Wherefore, foraſmuch as the animal ſpirits, running 
thorow the nerves of the wandring pair, andlIntercoſtals, are continually entan- 
gled with all perturbations both of the Concupiſcable, and iraſcible Appetite, it 
1s no wonder, if they acquire a convulſive diſpoſition, before the relt. 


It being ſuppoſed ( which indeed ought to be ſuppoſed) that the animal ſpi- 74% ſame 
rits have contracted an heterogenious and exploſive Copula, now the nervous cauſe after 
origines, and carried it together with it ſelf intothe interior nerves, and ſpread it ward: di(po- 
thorow all their paſſages, it will not be hard to aſligne the Reaſons of the hyſte-J*4 thor | 
ricall fit, and of all its Symptoms. For firſt of all, -the diſeaſe being reaay to [ ww ch 


fall upon one,oftentimes the Yerrsgo,a rolling about of the eyes, anda certain in-Nerres. 


flation of the brain, as it were przvious skirmiſhings, are ſtirred up, becaule the 
whole band of the Spirits, being inreadineſs for exploſions, the more light com- 
panies of them, leaping back towards the brain, are- firſt ſtruck off; then Pre- 
ſently a perturbation ſucceeds, in the bottom of the belly, or hypochondria, for 
that the Spirits within the enfoldings here and there, are next diſturbed : For 
we have elſewhere ſhown, if at any time the animal Spirits are exploded, in a 
certain whole Series, thoſe which abode in the extream parts, firſt of all enret 
into that aſſertion : Wherefore the beginnings of this Diſeaſe, are found tobe 
or the moſt Part, in the head and Bowells : but that the Convulſions are firſt 

rceived, now in the bottom of the belly, now in the hypocbondria, the reaſon 
1s, becauſe the morbific matter, is ſometimes carried by the paſllage of the inter- 
coſtal nerve, into the utmoſt meſenteric enfoldings; but ſometimes the ſame, 
being ſlid down, not beyond the ends of the wandringpair, ſubſiſts much neerer, 
to wit, about the enfoldings of the ſpleen, or ſtomack. 

When therefore the animal Spirits ( as hath been ſhown ) within the nervs of 
the wandring pair, andintercoſtals, are imbued from their origine, even totheir 


utmoſt ends, with an heterogeneous and exploſive Copala ; they at length; either ſymptoms #14 
from mere fullneſs, or by an irritation ſomewhere made, are ſtirred up to explo- f-!ded. 


ſions; in which affection, if any Spirits leap forth towards the middle of the 
brain, they induce the Yertigo, the inflation and other previous accidents of the 
head: but the Spirits inhabiting the other extremity of the nervous Trunk, viz. 
the meſenteric enfoldings begin chiefly to be exploded, which preſently by their 
letting off, compell the lower Parts of the hypogaſtrum to be lifted up, and con- 
tracted upwards, and ſo induce the aſcention os certain bulk, as it were of the 
womb : then, when the upper parts of the enfoldings of the meſentory, are by 
degrees intangled with the ſame diſtemper, and the bowells annexed to the ſame 
are elevated, and drawn forceably towards the upper parts, the violent ſwell- 
ing of the Abdomen, asit were with a certain leaping forth ſucceeds : Fur- 
ther, the Ventricle is not only elevated, by changing its place, all itsfbres, to 
wit, the direCt, oblique, and tranſverſe, being afteCted at once, with the Con- 
yulfion, is oftendiſtended like a blown bladder : hence very often vomiting, or 
at leaſt a rumbling, and murmur 'of the hypochonaria, are excited : but as ſoon as 
the Spirits being exploded, with a certain ſeries, it comes to the Region of the 
Thorax, the diaphragma being drawn together, with an huge diaſtole is ſome- 
times depreſſed, and ſo meeting with the aſcention of the viſcera, cauſes att 
Inflation, and high intumeſcency or ſwelling up, with a mighty ſtrugling ; fo that 


the 


The ctiſerf 
which they carry far away with themſelves, into the Channelis of the nerves : pay be- 


and when the ſame ſpirits are filed to a plenitude, with that Coprlu, thorow all g:ns, ab-ur 
their ſeries or orders, either of their own accord, or being occationally moved, the beg#nni- 38 
they enter into exploſions, and fo ſtir up Convullive motions : But that fuch a #* =2-5es. 
Copula adhering to the ſpirits, is chiefly derived together with them, into the * 
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the lacesof thoſe in this diſtemper, muſt be forthwith looſned, orelſe they are 
in danger of falling into a trance - In the mean time, the D:aphragma being ſo 
deprelled, and its diaſtole continued, the bloud remains almoſt immovable in 
the precordia : and ſo by its ſtagnation, cauſes a great oppreſſion, and very of- 
ten a failing of the vital funCtion : Further, the Convultion of the Ozaphragma, 
| happens ſometimes towards the upper parts, and fo, that driving the Lungs up- 
wards induces a violent Syſtole, and protracted longer than it ſhould be; and 
when by $his means, the blood is driven forward, into the pneumonic veſſells, 
and is not at laſt received from the boſome of the heart, it ſtagnates there, and 
beſides in the whole Body ; from whence the oppreſſion of the heart, and often- 
times a {wooning, yea ſometimes a want of ſpeech, and motion, now with a 
blewneſs of the face, and now with a dead aſpect follow : After theſe things are 
acted in the lower, and middle Region, atlength the diſtemper reaches to the 
head, by the paſſage of the nerves, as it were a fiery ger gooy ny the ſpirits 
being there exploded leaping now towards the middle of the brain, produce a 
ſwimming in the head, and ofren ſymptoms very like the Epalepſy ; ſometimes 
the ſpirity there exploded, ruſh into the beginnings of the other Nerves, and 
there ſtir up the like exploſions ; wherefore, hyſterical people, towards the end 
of the fir, often Laugh, or weep, ortalk ldly ; ſometimes the parts of the face, 
and mouth, yea, ſometimes the arms, and other members, are troubled with 
convulſive motions, and o, when at length all the ſpirits, which had contracted 
an heterogeneous Copmla, are exploded, the fit ends ; but preſently after, matter 
for another fit, begins to be gathered together. 
From whence it ſometimes happens, that the convuſive diſpoſition is not drawn out ſo long, 
the diverſay and largely, tor beſides that oftentimes the nerves only of the wandring pair, 
of the ſymp and the intercoſtalls are troubled with it, that neither the brain, nor the out- 
#oms bappens. ward members, are at all moleſted; yea ſometime, neither the interior nerves 
themſelves, are poſleſſed with the morbific cauſe, thorow their whole proceſles : 
for the convulſive Diſpoſition ( as we but now intimated ) oftentimes arrives not 
beyond the enfoldingsof the ſpleen, or ſtomack, and then the fic beginning from 
the inflation of the ventricle, or left hypochondrinm, is thought toariſe, not from 
the fault of the womb, bur of the ſpleen : which kinde of diſtemper, by and by 
being brought tothe Thorax, and there involving the Diaphragma, and Lungs, 
with a Convilſion, ſtops reſpiration, and the motion of the heart, or in ſome 
manner perverts it : butthen from thence, the fit paſles over ; now with, and 
now without a great perturbation of the Head. Theſe things -happen indeed 
after a various manner, according as it happens, that the morbific matter, or 
exploſive Copula, deſcending from 'the head, is. gathered together, as it were 
heaps of gun-powder, more or leſs, now in this, now in that part ! But concer- 
ning which matter, by what means, the ſame being brought forth in the head, 
firſt affetts the beginnings of the nerves, and fo conſtitutes the procatartick, or 
more remote Cauſe of the paſſion called Hyſterical, now remains next to be in- 
EIS BY fra Conte, which RK RE 
The more ve-  ASto the morbific matter ore we wiuch cleaving to the ſpirits, 
mote Cauſe of flowing within the head, and with themderived into the nervous paſſages, is of- 
the Jiſeaje ren the cauſe of the diſtempers, commonly termed of the Womb ; we ſay, that 
Subſefts, either this, as in other kinds of Convulſions, is the heterogeneous particles, poured 
_— be- forth from the blood, which yet are wont to be affixed to the ſpirits, flowing 
ngs of the .. M5 cont" . . 4 
[xVes. into the beginnings of the nerves, cheifly for two cauſes : to wit, either by the 
fault of the ſpirits themſelves, or by the force of the matter it ſelf, inſtances of 
either kinde, areordinarily met with. It ſometimes: happens, that the animal 
ſpirits, planted within the brain, and in the paſſage leading from it, to the pre- 
cordia, are very much diſturbed, by a ſudden paſſion, as of fear, anger, ſadneſs, 
&c. And forced into diſorders ; and that by that means, they being driven -out 
of their orders, do acquire to themſelves heterogeneous particles, whereever 
met with ; and combine with theſe, that by and by, for that reaſon, they ac- 
quire an exploſive diſpoſition, as we have already declared. Further in the ſe- 
cond place, ſometimes the morbific matter it ſelf, being made more fierce and 
ſtrong, in ſpite of the ſuccourof the animal eAiconomie or rule,is poured forth in- 
to the brain, and its appendix, from the bloody maſs, which cleaving faſt to 


the ſpirits, preſently diſpoſes them into exploſions: This is ordinarily diſcerned 
in 
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in the evil criſes of feavours, alſoin ſome malignant diſtempers, alſo ii Scor- 
butic and other Chronical diſeaſes ill cared. An ill, or weak conſtitution of the 
brain, or nervous ſ{tock, whether it be hereditarie, or acquired by reaſon of ati 
i] manner of living, very much cheriſhes theſe cauſes. For-in bodies ſo diſpo- 
fed, both the animal ſpirits, from everylight occaſion, are moved- in Confnſi- 
on ; and the paſlages of the brain, and nervous Syſtem, more eaſily lye open, 
for the running in of the heterogeneous, and exploſive matter. ln truth, for 
this reaſon, women are more obnoxious to convulſive diſtempers, than men, 
and ſome women then others, as we will ſhew more largely hereafter. 

Bur altho thele kinde of paſſions of women, called hyſterical; moſt ofren 
| from the fault of the head; or from the morbific cauſe, arifing within the 


acephalon ; yet ſometimes, ſuch diſtempers areſtirred up, by reaſon of a Cauſe 9” near the 


beginning ſomewhere elſe, iz. Now inthe womb, now in the other Bowells _—_— 


and of this Convulſive Pathologie, there are chicfly two heads, viz. 


1ſk.. Sometimes it happens, that a Tumour, or an ulcer, or a congeſtion of This 1:ft hap- 
ſharp humours, ariſes in the membranous parts, about the womb, or planted F*" « pp 
about the other Yiſcera, and often irritates the parts ſo diſtemper'd, by reaſon rofold man- 


of the breaking of the union, into painfull Convulſions : then foraſmuch as the 


ner. 


animal ſpirits, placed round about, and thoſe inflowing, are moved iuto fre- Either by rea- 


quent diiorders, they at length, getting to themſeves heterogeneous particles, 


ſent either from the diſtemper'd part, or from ſome other place, are diſpoſed Yr 


convulſive aſſaults,and when firſt of all, the convulſive motions happen only in 
the neighbourhood of the affefted place, to wit, that the bulk aſcending inthe 
lower part of the belly, or its ſwelling up be only perceived; afterwards they are 
propagated by the paſſage of the nervous bodies, and by the conſent of the 
convulſion there begun, leaſurely into the other viſcera, of the lower belly, then 
tothe precordia, and laſtly into the head itſelf; and the diſtemper, being thus 
by little and little delated to the ſpirits inhabiting the brain, they nioreover 
having gotten in their proper Sphear, an heterogeneous /opula, retort the ſame 
back to the viſcera, and ſo the morbific cauſe, being made reciprocall, is begun 
at either end of the nervous Trunk. Some time paſt | have ſeen a noble virgin, 
in whom a ſmall Tumour ariſing, with moſt cruel pain, below the Os pubis, did 
ſtir ap huge Convylſions ; firſt in the lower belly, and afterwards aſcending to the 
Precordia, and head, were at letigth ſtretch'd to the outward niembers : for once 
or twice in a day, after that great pains did torment her in the affected 
part, the abdomen, andby and by the hypochondria, -were wont to be lifred up : 
then difficulty of breathing, on an Inſenſibility ſucceeded, and preſently the di- 
ſtemper being brought ourwardly,- moſt horrid Convulſions, and Contractions 


of the members, and Limbs followed. Sometimes it alſo happens, that convul- * 


ſiveſymptoms are induced in Child-bearing women, by reaſon of ſome hurt or 
evill brought to the womb - Harvie-Relates, that wonderfull convulſions were 
cauſed þy the injection of ſome ſtiarp thing into the womb : So ſometimes, tho 
rarely, it happens, that a morbific matter or exploſive Copula is fixed to the fpi- 
rits dwelling about the extremities of the nerves and near the womb, immediate- 
ly fron the place there'affefted and without fault of the brain. 


There yet remains another caſe;' or manner of affefting, by which the con- 2. 0r by reaſon 


on of the diſ- 
fon of ee 


yulſive diſpoſition is produced from the faulrorthe parts, lodg'd at a great: dis of an o&firu- 


ſtance from the brain ( tho in the mean time, the faint, which is the cauſe"gof 
this diſtemper, is often mediately communicated to the brain it ſelf ) to wit, 
when at any time, the nervous juice-is-hindred ſomewhere, in its motion or cir- 
culation, from thence ſtagnating in the nervous parts, and loading them, does 
often bring in a convulſive diſpoſition : So, when ſome uſual Evacuation, where- 
by the ſuperfluities of the EN wont to be ſifred forth, is ſtopp'd, 
as from Iſſues ſuddenly ſhut up; or old ulcers dryed up without a . purge, many 
fall into convulſive diſtempers : | Yea, it may'obtain here ſome place, what'is 
wont commonly to be noted-fota caviſe; of the-byſterical paſſions, in maids and 
widdows, to wit, the untimely 'refttaint of the ſeminall humour, which ought 
tobe beſtowed about the pleafiireoſ Yens ; at leaſt, ifthey receive help from'the 
ſtate of a conjugal Life, it therefore happens, -becauſe the reſtagnations of the 
nervous humour, which often fixa taint to the brain andnervous ſtock, by this 
means are prevented: Moreover, the I juice flows back towards its begs 

ing, 


of t 


Nervous juice: 
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ning,becauſe its paſſage is ſomewhere ſhut up, by a ſwelling or cancrous Tumour. 
Laſtly in this City, a notable inſtance of this kinde of diſtemper hapned, viz. A 
certain maid of 12. years of age, had contracted an hernia or burſtaeſs, hence by 
the order of her Mother, ſhe wore a truſs ill fitted, for a fortnight, not without 
great pain gud torment, a little hard knot much preſling _ the glandulas of 
the Groin”: within this ſpace ( when before ſhe was pertectly well ) ſhe began 
tocomplain of a giddineſs and heavy dulneſs of her head ; and fo a little after, 
ſhe felt convulſive, and as it were byſterical diſtempers, frequently falling upon 
her ; rogether with it great ſwellings aroſe behinde her ears, and in her neck of 
the ſame ſide, to which ſhe was never before obnoxious in all her liſe. It is not to 
be doubted 1n this caſe, but that from thoſe Glandulas, which are the Emun- 
Etuaries, or ſinks of the nervous Liquor, being too much preſſed together, the 
ſuperfluities of that-humour, wont to be ſent away from thence, by the Lympha- 
tic veſſells, reſtagnating in the head, ' brought forth thoſe evills : becauſe the a- 
riſing of the afoxel{aid ſymptoms, ſo ſuddenly and manifeſtly followed, upon the 
wearing of that Truſs upon the Groin, that even her Mother laid the cauſe of 
the Diſeaſe, upon that occaſion. Beſides alſo 1 have obſerved in others, the 
recrements ofthe nervous humour, being ſomewhere ſtopp'd in their Courſe, 
reſtagnating towards the head, have not only brought in convulſive ſymptoms, 
but from thence the Kings Evil. | 
So much for the formal Reaſon, of the different original of the diſtemper, 
called hyſterical ; as alſo of the genuine Cauſes, of its hay ws : Out of which, 
it ſeems to appear- plainly, that thoſe paſlions, do not depend always en the 
womb, but much more often, on the fault of the brain, and of other parts of 
the nervous ſtock : But many thingsare objected againſt theſe, which according 
tothe old opinion, caſt all the blame on the womb : To wit, it ſeems ſo to be 
done becauſe the-afſault of this diſeaſe invades almoſt only women ; yea and wo- 
meathat ere not well about their womb, viz. Child-bearing women, or ſuch 
who have their courſes ſropt, are chiefly obnoxious to it - Beſides it may be ar- 
gved from things helpfull forit, becauſe a plaiſter worn upon the lower part of 
the belly, alſ>.a ſtrict girding of the belly, and hypochondrsa, by which the aſcent 
of the womb may be hindred, do not ſeldom drive away the fit, juſt falling on 
them this alſo ſhews it, that ſweet things held to the noſe brings on the fit, and 
ſtinking things drive the ſame away, it is ſaid to happen quitt contrary, if the 
famethings be laid to the belly, or privy member. wacras | 
-T hat we may wipe off theſe objeCtions, we fay firſt, that the ſymptoms, which 
Teem hyſterical, do not only happen to women : for we have ſhown already, by 
the hiſtory brought by us, that a certain man has been obnoxious tothoſe kinde 
of fits, with the aſcentionof a bulk in the bottom of the belly : but that women 
are much more often troubled with thoſe convulſive diſeaſes than men, two rea- 
ſons may be ſhown, viz. Firſt, for that theifanimal conſtitution is much wea- 
ker -: towit, they have the brainand nerves ſofter, and of a leſs firm texture, 
that they are not able to ſuffer any thing ſtrongly, or to refit every injury ; alſo 
the animal ſpirits in them, being more prone to flight and diſtraftion, more 
eaſily admit an heterogeneous and cx Copula-: from hence Women, from 
any ſudden terror or great ſadneſs, into mighty diſorder of ſpirits, when 
men from the ſame occaſion, are ſcarcely diſturb'd at all. Secondly, women 
more readily receive the convulſive diſpoſition, becauſe they gather a more plen- 
tifull heap of the morbific matter : for that, whilſt they lead for the moſt parc 
a ſedentary Life,. the blood, for want of ventilation, becomes more impure ; 
beſides in this ſex it originally abounds with heterogeneous and fermentative 
pang ; Wherefore it is convenient for it, to be more often purged, by the 
ux of their Courſes; by which notwithſtgnding, not always what is extrane- 
ons, and incongruous, is wholly caſt forth, from the bloody. Maſs, but that 
there remains, that which being poured on the brain, and its appendix, as 0c- 
caſjon is given, becomes the cauſe of the canvulive.diſtemper - Moreover,when 
the men flnx,being ſtop'd, a corivulſive gliſpoſition is occaſioned, it is not 
therefore to bethought, that ſuch a diſtempex is rais'd up from the womb, bur 
thatthe bloody -maſs, being, more- than uſually imbued, with heterogeneous 
particles, carries-them, together with the pervous juice, to the head : yea, 
chiefly for this reaſon allo, child-begring women,: ae found obnoxious to the 


ons, 
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ſſions, as it were hyſterical, for beſides that the membranes of the womb 


ng hurt, a convulſion there begun, by reaſon of the felt trouble, creeps up+ 
wards and is at lalt communicated to the head ; it moſt often happens, that the 
blood being infected, by the termes being retained, grows hot with a feavouriſh 
burning, and then inſtead of a cri/z5, the malignant infeCtion, is carried to the 
brain, from whence convullive, and not ſeldom foporiferous, or ſleepy diſtem- 
pers, are excited. | 

- Butthat it is argued, that this diſeaſe ſeems to be hyſterical, becauſe Remedies 
applyed about the abdomen, often bring help; it will be eaſy to ſhew, that the 
morbific cauſe planted in the meſentery, oftner than in the womb, is ſometimes 
either taken away by that means, or reſtrained from its Influence : beſides, the 
fame kinde of applications, about the hypogaſtrium, are no leſs profitable, altho 
the original of thediſtemper, be derived from the head it ſelf : for we have ſhewn 
before, that when the heterogeneous, and exploſive matter, deſcending from the 
head, brings a convulſive diſpoſition, tothe ſpirits diſpoſed within the whole pro-= 
ceſſes of the interior nerves ; the conyulſive motions therefore excited, begin 
from the extremities of the nerves, and ſo creep upwards towards their begin- 
nings ; ſo that firſt of all the v;ſceraof the lower belly, then the precordia, and 
laſtly the braimir ſelf are aftected ;, but if the outmoſt ſpirits, viz. thoſe dwel- 
ling in the enfoldings of the meſentery, be reſtrained from entring into exploſi- 
ons, all the reſt, in the remaining nervous paſſage, continue in their orders : 
and this, plaiſters worn a the navel, dooften effett : for they repreſs, and 
compel into order, with their odour,the ſpirits from leaping forth ; yea alſo, not 
ſeldom, they ſhake off and drive away, the Copala cleaving to them : wherefore, 
when the exploſions there about to be made, are reſtrained, the convulſive fit is 
wholly prevented: which yet is more apparent, for that, if the Convulſion be- 
gun in the lower belly, and from thence aſcending like a Globe, be preſently 
tuppreſled, and by a ſtrong binding together of thoſe parts, it be hindred that it 
creep not upwards, oftentimes the convulſive paſſion is broken off, the precordia, 
and the brain being untouch'd : wherefore it is a common .cuſtome, for ſick wo- 
mer, to binde ſtrictly the Epigaſtrium, with ſwaths or rolers, and fo to ſtop the 
progreſs of the ſymptoms, towards the upper parts : For when the animal ſpi- 
rits, enter into Convulſions ſucceſſively, as it were a fiery enkindling, where- 
ever the tinder, or cheriſhing matter is cut off, or intercepted, the diſtemper is 
there reſtrained, | | 

As to the various effects of odors, to wit, that ſweet things bring on the fit, 
but ſtinking things drive the ſame away, it may be ſaid, that the former do Ioo- 
ſen the animal ſpirits, by pleaſing them, and too much releaſe chem from their 
wonted tasks of infricncy and fo provoke them ready to be exploded, in ſuch 
diſorders, yea and as a flame put to them, do ſomewhat inkindle them : but on 
the contrary,' ſtinking things repreſs the ſpirits, drive them back from excurſi- 
ons, and exorbitances, and compell them into order, .yea like ſulphur, mixt 
with aurum fulminans, take away from them their _— force. 

What we have hitherto ſaid, . of the paſſions called from the womb hyſterical, 
will yet more clearly appear, if for the Confirmation of our Hypotheſis, we ſhall 
add arguments taken from anatomical obſervations ; I will therefore lay before 
you a notable Caſe, by which the former reaſon, and Cauſes of the convulſive 
diſtempers, may be very much illuſtrated. 


Avery noble Lady of a moſt curious ſhape, and highly indued with a virtuous 04ſerration 


diſpoſition, of minde and manners, of late lived near to. this place, who being 
for many years obnoxious to convulſive diſtempers, for that ſhe had originally, 
or hereditarily contracted this ſickly diſpoſition, aud hadexperienc'd the fruits 
of this morbid ſeed, almoſt every luſtre of her age, but chiefly as often as ſhe 
was withchild, ( for ſhe very frequently miſcarried.) was wont.to be tormented 
above meaſure, with convulſive paſſions, as it wete hyſterical ; becauſe, pre- 
ſently after the reſtraint of her monthly flowers, the heterogeneous particles 
being tranſlated tothe brainand nervous ſtock, cauſed fits of this moſt cruell di- 


{temper. 


After ſhe had newly conceived, inthefirſt months; according to herold cuſtom, 


the was preſently moleſted with convulſive diſtempers ; about the nineth week of 


her big belly, from taking cold, ſhe fell into a dangerons feavour, in which very, 
M 2 acute 
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acute pains tormenting her, in her loyns and bottom of her belly, for many 
days, ſeem'd to threaten an abortion : but theſe pains, as the event ſhew'd, ra- 
ther to be termed Colical, proceeded from a ſharp humonr, falling down into 
thoſe parts, from the brain, by the pipes of the nerves; for towards the declinin 
of the feavour, this matter being ſomewhere elſe tranſlated, a great looſheſs 
or Diarrhza, pains of the feet, and as it were an ulcerous diſpoſition ſucceeded. 

As ſoon as this Lady became well from her feavour, and thoſe pains, the 
convulſive diſtempers returned, for every morning, wajeing from ſleep, ſhe was 
wont to ſuffer Convulſions, and cruel contraCtions, abopt the parts of her face 
and mouth, as alſo in her armes and thighs ; which «wy without doubt, 
did ariſe from a ſerous heap or gathering, laid up in the head, about the begin- 
nings of the nerves ; and by them imbibed, together with the nervous juice, more 
deeply in ſleep ; and when afterwards the ſame matter, was carried by the pipe 
of & interior nerves, into the foldings of the Meſentery, aud loyns, moſt cruel 
pains of thoſe patts, and alſo fits as it were hyſterical, did moſt grievouſly in- 
fect her. | 

But theſe convulſive mdtions of her face and members, after a little time 
ceaſed, but yet ſhe ſtill remained weak, and without ſtrength, witha pale coun- 
tenance, an infirm and trembling gate, and deſirous only of congruous food, and 
hot Liquors: about the end of the third month, at which time ſhe was wont 
continually to miſcarry, her menſiru« broke forth, which coming away for two 
or three days together, with little pieces of broken membranes, ſhe expetted 
to miſcarry : But that flux ceaſing, pains as it were of one in labonr, in her abde- 
men and loyns, as before aroſe, and for the _ of a week, tormented her day 
and night ; at length, having uſeda bath of Emoliient herbs, and afterwards put 
to bed to ſweat, ſhe brought forth the burthen of her womb : the conception ſo 
coming away with mighty pain, was about the bigneſs , and like the figure of a 
Turkie egg : the exterior coat of it wastorn and broken, the interior remaining 
whole, contained about halfa pint of clear water atdnothing elſe beſides ; there 
appeared no ſhape of a childe, or any rudiments that it would ever be one : Af- 
terwards for 4.or 5. days, her flowers flowed forth, with ſome piecesof broken 
membrances : in the mean time, pains with their wonted fierceneſs tormented 
her, and when the ſpace of a week being elapſed, they left not offof tliemſelves, 
remedies at length were ſought to allay them. 

To this end, firſt Liniments, Fomentations, Baths, and Clyſters, were of» 
ten adminiſtred ; alſo medicines purging the filth of the womb, on which the 
cauſe of all the evill was caſt, were taken inwardly : Short intermiſſions of her 
tortures, followed upon the uſe of the former ; but then the diſtemper returned, 
with great trouble ; yea thediſeaſe much increaſing, in three weeks time, got 
many other horrid ſymptoms: for beſides the pains in her belly ard loyns, which 
became more cruel every day, alſo ſhe was ſhortly after tormented in her back, 
neck, ſhoulders, asalſoin her arms and thighs, with moſt cruell pain ; and that 
more bitterly, as ſoon as ſhe was warm in her bed ; beſides, ſhe was afflicted with 
a frequent giddineſs, vomiting, and nauſtouſheſs, and often in a day, with moſt 
pro convulſive fits, vsz. Firſt a bulk was ſeen to aſcend in the bottom of her 

ly, and preſently it lifted up her whole belly forceably, by and by reſpiration 
being reſtrained, an Inſenſibility, with a dead conntenance ſucceeded : after 
that, ſhe had thus lain as one dead, for three or four minuts of an hour, ſhe was 
wont ſuddenly to leap up, that ſhe could hardly be held down, or kept by thoſe 
ſtanding by ; then follow'd cruell contraftions, and diſtortions in all the = 
of the mouth, and face, as alſo in all the members of the body : Theſe ſymp- 
—— indeed judg'dto be hyſterical, becauſe this noble Lady fo lately had 
miſcarried. | 

But weighing every one of theſe, I was at laſt of this opinion, that the cauſe 
of cither fit, viz. Both the dolorifick, and the convulſive, did depend wholly on 
the evill affeCtion of the brain, and nervous ſtock, and that without any fault of 
the womb; for that a ſharp humour, being heaped np within the head, did from 
thencedeſcend thorow the paſſages of the Nerves, into parts at a great diſtance ; 
which lodging upon the membranes and fibres, and fermenting with the humour, 
flowing in from the bloody maſs, did irritate them very much, and fo ſtir'd up 
moſt crael pains-: Then afterwards, when the heterogeneous and exploſive par- 


ticles, 


nervous paſlages, did cleave to the ſpirits ; therefore the convulſive dif P—_ 
y more 


g-powders, with many other manner of adminiſtrations 
were preſcribed, ecconding to the exigences of the ſymptoms. | 

By this method obſerved for about 14.days, the noble Lady having received 
very much eaſe, was wholly rid of her convulſive fits. Yea, the torments of her 
Bowells and members, and the other ſymptoms being very much leſſen'd, ſhe 
hoped quickly to recover her health : But after this, partly by reaſon of an ill or- 
der of dyet, which the ſick Lady always indulg'd her ſelf in, or taking little, but 
chiefly, by reaſon of a ſudden paſſion of fear and ſadneſs, which an unluckie ac- 
cident hapning within her own houſe, had cauſed, ſhe fell intoarelaps, by and 
by the diſeaſe growing into a much worſe Condition, for both the Con ns, 
and pains, did infeſt her more bitterly ; yea and her ſtomack being almoſt tyred 
out, with continual vomiting, would not admit either of food or medicines. 
She took Aſſes milk for ſome days, with ſome ſucceſs ; which notwithſtanding, 
for as much as breeding Choller in her ſtomach, ſhe found it troubleſome, ſhe 
ſhortly omitted : at length in ſpite of all Remedies, preſcribed carefully by the 
Conſultation of many Phyſitians, my noble patient from day today grew worſe, 
and by degrees death approached : Two days before her death, thetormentsof 
her belly and loyns very much abated, and ſhe became more than uſually chear- 
full, and conceived ſome hope of Recovery ; But in the mean time ſhe com- 
plained of a pain and great heavynefs in her head ; and about the begirining of 
the night ſhe ſlept foundly, bat being awakened ſhe fell into a very horrid con- 
yulſive fit, which preſently paſs'd into a quick deadly Apoplexie, for being made 
inſenſible, and ſpeechleſs, ſhe left this life within twelve hours. 

When various judgm 
this illuſtrious Lady dy 


ſo the genuine Cauſes of the diſeaſe, and her death, might be inveſtigated ; 
rage wg being left to my care, .I executed with all the dilligence 1 
Was aDie. 

Therefore in the firſt place, it was worth obſervation, about the habit of the 
body, that the members and lower parts, nigh and beyond the ſeats of the pain 
were very much waſted ; as herthighs, quite worn away, appeared like a Skelli- 
ton: In the mean time, her face, neck, 2nd arms, remained full, and plump 

: from whence it appears, that the nervous Liquor, does help no lefs to 
the buſineſs of noutiſhment, than to the exerciſe of the animal faculty : where- 
fore, when that Liquor, being much hindred in its.paſſage; the loyns and belly, 
taken up with the continual Con as did not deſcend, with a due influx, to 
the inferior parts, they for that reaſon, e preſently both without ſtrength, 


and lean, and waſted. This kinde of Atrophie, differs in this, from other / 
hettical waſting, which happens from the vice of the mo becauſe in this lat- 
ter, an hippocratick or waniſh face, is the chief ſigne of the Diſeaſe ,” in that 
firſt mention'd, the countenance, and aſpeft; ſhow little or nothing of evill. | _, 
The dead body of this noble Lady, thovery lean, and thet her dowells mw 
A 


ents had paſſed, about the cauſe ofthe ſickneſs, of which The rations! 
ed, molt flinging all the evills on the diſtemper of the account of the 
womb, others on an Ulcer or Impoſthum, which they ſuſpe&ted lay hid, ſone- 4ſe-ſe taken 
where about the viſcera of the abdomen ;, it pleaſed her friends, that her dead?” Obſervati 
Carcaſe, kept long opened for the Funeral, ſhould be dilligently inſpected, and;,, 
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all the eniptied, yet quickly putrified, for within 40. all the skin was dif- 
colour'd, and appeared in this oe livid, in that green, anda others blackiſh ; 
and her Corps ſo ſuddenly putryfying,yielded a molt horrid ſmell, the reaſon of 
which without doubt was, that by reaſon the muſcles were exetciſed with perpe- 
tuall Convulſions, the principles of their mixture, were ſo much looſned, that 
they being in a readineſs for diſſolution, quickly after death, fell aſunder one 
from another, after the like manner, as we may obſerve of the fleſh of wilde 
beaſts, which being tyred with a long courſe, or beaten to death with Clubs, 
for this much ſooner putrifies, then the fleſh of thoſe, which are kill'd. quickly, 
and peaceably. 

Her belly being opened, the Inteſtines, and ventricle appeared whole enough, 
viz. Intire and well colour'd, but they were emptie, and as it were blown up, 
for asmuch as they were troubled, almoſt with perpetual evacuations, v4z. 
Thoſe placed above or below - in all this Cavity, no foot ſteps, of an Ulcer, or 
—_ were perceived. Whilſt we wereſearching the cauſe of the diſeaſe, 
an 


rolling the Inwards here and there, there was ſomething met within the 


meſentery, worthy notice, to wit, about its middle, where it is fixed to the 
back, and contained the greater folds of the nerves, a ſubſtance ſomewhat looſe, 
and inflated, as it were with many little bladders, equalling an hands breadth, 
was ſeen, after that manner, as when in a ſhoulder of Veal, the inter-ſpace of 


.the muſcles, are blown up, by the Butchers, that thoſe parts might ſwell up, 


and ſeem fuller, and fatter : In 1 ray ofthe meſentery, becauſe it was more 
tumid and ſofter, we thought ſome humour, the cauſe of the pain, to lodg there, 
but opening it, I foundonly the membranes to have been looſned one from ano- 
ther, and to conclude nothing but winde, within its inter-ſpaces : which ſepera- 
tion of the membranes, and devulſion one from another was without doubt in- 
duced, by the frequent Convulſions or exploſions of the ſpirits, which within 
the enfoldings, and nervous fibres, there thickly planted, were almoſt continu- 
ally provoked ; and thoſe Convulſions hapned, by reaſon of the heterogeneous, 
and exploſive particles being derived thither, from the head, by the pipe of 
the Nerves. 

But as to thoſe torments of the belly, and as it were an aſcent of a bulk or 
ſubſtance in the convullive diſtempers, and the inflation of the Abdomen, it is 
not to be doubted, but that the ſeat of the morbific cauſe, did lye hid in that: 
part of the meſentery : but becauſe ſo.much ſuſpition was had of the womb, be- 
ing chiefly affefted, we did next inquire -how much this Inward. deſerv*d it : 
Therefore having dilligently ſearched the tunnell, placed within the Os pubss, I 
found the womb in its due place, and as to all parts ſound, and well furniſhed : 
its body was drawn to its juſt proportion, altho it was but 5. weeks ſince ſhe had 
miſcarried, viz. It waslike a ſmall pear in figure and magnitude ; the Glandulas 
on either fide of the bottom of it, which are called the teſticles, appeared very 
{mall and flaggy, without any ſuperfluous or virulent humour contained in them - 
the body of the womb, whereever it was diſſected, equal'd a thumbs breadth in 
thickneſs, its inward Cavity was no bigger than what would hold a bean: within 
zhis hollowneſs, as uſe to be in the Caverns of other Inwards, was included a 
mucous or dreggy matter, in a very {mall quantity : but in truth, about the 
womb, or its appendix, there was nothing, to which might be imputed as a 
morbific cauſe, of the ſymptoms but now deſcribed :: from whence therefore it 
may be demonſtratively concluded, as I at firſt thonght, that the- paſſions 
termed from the womb hyſterical, are moſt often excited, from ſome other 
cauſe, than the fault of the womb. | 

The Inteſtines being removed, we found alfo the reins ſound enough, but one 
of them was of an unuſual figure, viz. It was deft into many lobes, like the 
Kidney of a Calf. | 

The lt, Pancreas, and Caul without fault : the ventricle was much blown up, 
and its inward Coat was plain without folds, or wrincles, which certainly hap- 
ned, by reaſon of its frequent Vomiting, this Inward being almoſt continually 
troubled with Convulſions : Beſides, for this reaſon, the tone of the ſtomach 
being broken, it did neither rightly defire, or concoCt the food, oraliment. 

The Liver very much differ'd from a ſound conſtitution, for it was tumid, and 


fomewhat hard, ofa pail colour, like rotten wood, wholly dry and without 


blood, 


"? 
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blood, and this without doubt, the frequent uſe of Cordiall, and highly hot li- 
quors had effected. . 

The Zungs were of a blewiſh colour, and every where obſtruted, and ſtufd 
with a ſtinking and frothy matter : Certainly this Inward and the Liver had been 
vitiatedof a long time, wherefote as the blood being degenerate, and very much 
depraved of a long time, from its right temper, had yielded the firſt ſeeds of 
this ſickneſs, fo allo it afforded a conitant cheriſhmenrt of it. 

But indeed, we ſought, and that nor in vain, for the chief and as it were ori- 
ginall cauſe of the diſeaſe, in the head ; therefore the skull being taken off, the 
veſlells of the Meninge, and thoſe creeping abont the brain, appeared full, and 
diſtended with blood, when in the reſt of the body, ſcarce any blood had flowed 
forth, in the cuttingof it : the thicker weninge being removed, thorow the other 
thin and pellucid one, was diſcerned a clear water, filling the enfoldings and 
crevices of the brain, and as it were overflowing its whole ſubſtance : In truth 
the {crous heap of waters, had filled full-all the Cavities, and inward places of 
the brain: the enfoldings of the ohoroides, or net-like membranes of the brain, 
beinga long while immerſed in water, and as it were boyled, were become diſ- 
colour'd and half rotten : nigh tothe beginning of the Splanchnick nerves, or 
belonging to the Spleen, the water infinuating it ſelf very much, had ſeparated 
the pi mater from the trunk of the oblong marrow or pith, for two fingers 
breadth : without doubt, the morbific matter deſcending from the head, by the 
pallage oftheſe nerves, into the enfolding of the meſentery, was the cauſe of 
the pains and Convulſions : Further, the ſame matter alſo, afliting the heads 
of other nerves, and paffing thofow their pipes, produced afterwards, theſe 
molt cruel diſtempers in other. parts, to wit, almoſt every where, of the 
whole body. 


As to the Cure, or means of healing, uſed in the paſſions commonly called 73, are4403 
Hyfterical : foraſmuch as the ſymptoms of this diſeaſeare very much convullive, of Gurlng the 


:r8c dis 


therefore it is fit, that anti-{paſmodic or anti-convulſive Remedies, ſuch as were 


before deſcribed, ſhould be chiefly indicated ; but when theſe (hace auth 
nat nnxy 


often happen to the female ſex, in whot-for-the rolt part, the men 
and other accidents of the womb do challenge a part in the morbific cauſe ; there- 
fore medicines wo. the various diſpotionsof the womb, are to be added 
to the former, and many ways to be compounded with them. The Therapeu- 
tic or Caratory Indications, are either Caratory, to be adminiſter'd in thefit ; or 
rvatory which are inſtitutedout of the fit, that take away the cauſe of the 

ſ, and prevent its coming or acceſſions. -40 

1 - =_ yy e firſt, if the fit is wont to be light, og ren _ rturbati- 
on 0 irits, it may be permitted to paſs away of it ſelf; but 1t it betng more 
heavily troubleſome, there will be need to bring fome help to nature mach' op. 
preſſed, this only thing is to be done, that the ſpirits being freed from the Em- 
braces of an heterogeneous Copula, they may remit their inordinations and ex- 
: for this pnrpoſe, it is grown into uſe, to put to the noſe ſtinking, 
and ill ſmelling things, the ſcents'6f which compell, and repreſs the too fierce 
ſpirits, ready toleap forth, into their orders, and alſo ſhake off from them, the 
hererogeneons Copula, and often drive it quite away : Aſafati4e, Caſtor, Galba- 
mm, bein put into fine Linnen and applyed to the noſtrills are convenient ; alſo 
burning of Partridg feathers, old skins,, and ſulphur. Beſides the ſpiritsand oy! of ſhe, 
or of Harts-horn do not ſeldome help : yet I have known theſe kinde of famigatt- 
ons, being very troubleſome to ſorne wonten, to'increale the fit ; it is probable 
that the ſame ſometimes may too mach irritate the ſpirits, and drive them into 
preater diſorders ; and asſtinking things put to the noſe, fo the —_— into 
the mouth, do often bring help : wherefore we give ofteri with good ſucceſs, to 
hyſterical people, Tint#wres of Caſtor, Solutions of eAſafetida , and Galbanum, 
ſpirits "rey and Sar, with proper waters. Take of the ſpirits of Harts- 
horn, from 7 2. to 15. and 20. drops, kt them be taken in a little draught of the 
following Julap. Take of the watrts of penny Royall, and mugworr, each 5 Ul. of 
the water of Briory compound £ ji. of Caſtor tyed 1n a-knot and hung in the glaſs 
5 6. of the whiteſt ſugar 21. mix thetn. Take of the TinZwre of (Aſtor Ji. to 3 fi: 
let it be taken ia a little draught of ſmall beer. Take of Aſafetide, and Galba- 


"mm 314i. let it be diffolved in fpirie of wine to the extrattion of a red —_ 


s. 


Curatory. 
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Preſervatory. 


The doſe 1, intwo or three ſpoonfulls of featherfew water. Riveriue very much 

crys upthat of Solenagder. Take of musk, and of dragons-blood, each i. take 
more or leſs of it in water of Zllies of the Valley, & itt. Or iiii, Fohn Anglicus com- 
mends parſnip-ſeeds, or the ſeeds of Penny-royal in wine, or other proper Liquor, 
aSa molt certain Remedy, If the fit perſitting a long time; ſhould cauſe want 
of ſpeech, or motion, the more ſharp Clyſters, as of bryony-Roots, and Carmina- 
tives boyled in water, are to be adminiſtred, and frictions of the thighs, and 
feet are to be orderd; and if they ſhall yet grow ſtronger, Cupping-glaſſes are 
to be applied to the belly and groin, yea allo, let them be often provoked to 
ſneezing - it is convenient to give ſome, in the middle of the fir; a draught of 
ſimple cold water, or in which Champhir had been diſſolved. 

2. The preſervatory Indication comprehends theſe three Intentions, viz. In 
the firſt place to take away, or to derive to ſome other place the impurities of 
the blood, apt to be poured forth on the brain, and nervous ſtock. Secondly, 
to fortifie the brain, and ſo to ſtrengthen the indwelling ſpirits, that they may 
either not at all receive, or may eaſily ſhake off the heterogeneous Copula. Third- 
Iy, toamend whatſoever 1s enormous in the womb, and contributes to the con- 
vulſive diſpoſition, ji 

x. The firſt Intent:on is performed by purging, and phlebotomy, and other 
common ways of purifying, and purging the blood and humours. If there be op- 
por tunity-pr an emetic, 1 judge it belt allways to begin with it, eſpecially in 
Cacochymicks, or bodies full of evill humors, in the longing diſeaſe, and Pica 
and in ſuch whoſe great load of viſcous phlegm, ſtuffed within the folds and 
coats of the ventricle, hinders the virtues of other medicines : Thenext day af- 
ter the Vomit, unleſs any thing bids the contrary, let blood be taken, in women 
of a hotter temper, preſently from the Arm, and afterwards if need be, from 
the foot, orfrom the ſedal veins with Leeches; but in bodies troubled with ob- 
ſtruCtions, and lefs hot, let blood be taken'more ſparingly, and more rarely, 
and only in places ſcituate below the womb : After theſe Evacuations ( ifthey 
are to be ordered ) rightly performed, once within ſix or ſeven days, a purge is 
to be preſcribed according tothe following: forms. Take of pill-fetida major, 
Z1f: of the reſme of ;Fulap xii. grains of: Tartar Vitriolat, and Caftor,: each Y 1. 
of ammoniac dillolved in hyſterical water, what will ſuffice to make xii. pills, for 
11. doſes. Or take of the reſae of Falap gr. xviii, of Calomelaus 7 1. of Caſtor Di. 
make a powder, let it be divided into 111. parts for iji. doſes, let it be given in the 
Pap Of a roaſted "pple, or in Conſerves of Borage : ſothoſe induced with a more hot 
temperament, a doſe of extract, or our ſolutive ſyrrop, may conveniently be ad- 
miniſtred : for the revulſion of the morbific matter from rhe head, Iſſues made in 
the calf of the leg, or thigh, and ſometimes veſicatories, -legatures, and pain- 
full rubbings, are wont to be adminiſtred : But.not only a purging of the blood, 
and a revulſion of its recrements from the head; but.an alteration of its Liquor, 
and reduction of it to its due temperament have here a place : Wherefore in ſome 
hyſterical people, ſteel Medicines: help, in-others the uſe of Spaw-waters, or 
whay, in others the baths are wont to 20 Oy profitable. k 
- . The ſecond Intention, to wit, the rectification of the brain, and animal ſpi- 
rits, is performed with Cephalic, and properly anti-convulſive medicines : which 
indeed ate to be diligently-exhibited, almoſt every day, when they do not purge 
or bleed :-ſince there are various ſpecies of ſuch like Remedies, and feveral man- 
ners of adminiſtrations, we will ; here add ſome of the more choice forms, 

. Takeofthe Lees of bryony, Aſſa fetida, Cvſtor,cach 7 i. of the.Salt of Coral, Am- 
ber, Tin, each 3 6. of Galbanimdiſlolved in hyſterical water,- what will ſuffice to 
make a Maſs : doſe, half a ſcruple, to Ji. morning and evening, drinking after 
it a doſe of proper liquors. oy ofhyy = 1 | 

Or, . Take of the ſeeds of Wilde-parſnips, of nettles each ii. of vitriol of Stegl 
3 i. of theextraCt of Gentiumfeatherfew, cach-3 1 6. with what will ſuffice, of the 
Jyrrep of Mugwort, make a maſs, let half a dram be taken after the ſame manner. 

If the form of a powder pleaſes better ; Take of the Roors of Virginian ſnake- 
-weed,. and Conrrayerva:, = Z.1f. of Coral ed, of Pearls ; of white- Amber, 


©» 


each 5 i. mingle them, make a powder : Doſe Ji. to half a dram, morniug and 


.evening, with an appropriatLaquor. . 


Opiatsare.Compoſed after this manner. Take of the Conſerve: of the fer 
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of the Lilly Convallis, of the male-peony, of betony, each 5 ii. of the ſeeds of Peony; 
ofred Coral prepared, each 3 ii. ofrhe powder of Cretic Ditrany 5 i 8. of the ſalt 
of wormwood 7 11. with what will ſuffice of the ſyrrop of the riuds of Citrons, make 
an Eleftuary. The doſe morning and evening the quantity of a nutmeg. After 
the ſame manner may be given to poor people Conſerves of the Tree of Life, or of 
the leaves of Rue twice ina day. | | 

The Liquors appropriat againſt the hyſterical affeftions, and to be drunk 
after the aforeſaid Medicines, are, either diſtilled waters, which are to be taken 
by themſelves, or with other things, in form of a Julap, or decoCtions, or tin- 
Cures and Infuſions. 

Take of the water of ,{ugwort, and of penny Royal, each half a pint, of hi- 
fterical water Ziiii. of the Tintture of (aſtor 56, of the Syrrop of Coralls, Si 6, mix 
them. The doſe from Zi to 31 6, with ay of the medicines afote deſcribed. 

Take of the leaves of Perineroyall, of Fetherfew, of either Southernwoed, of Ca- 
laminth, of Nep, and of either Horehound, each i handfull ; of the Roors of Bryo- 
_—_—_ of the ſeeds of Parſnips Fii, cut and bruſed, put them iftito white-wine 
or Cider, ſix pints, and fo diſtill them, according to art. 

Take of the Root of the male Peony, «Angelica, Valerian, each 5 6, of theleaves 
of _—_ ound Pine, Calaminth, Peneroyal, and Miſſſetow of the Oak, each i 
handfull, of the Seeds of either wilde Parſneps, each Ziii, of Raifins i. handfull ; ler 
them be boyled in 4 pints of Spring-water, to the half : add to it of white-wine, 
kb i 6, ſtrain it, and keep it in cloſe veſlells; The doſe Ziii, or 4 twice in a day. 

Take of the parte bruſed Zi, of Caſtor 5 i, let them be put into 
a Glaſs, with i quart of white wine. The doſe 5 ii twice in aday. 

3. Asto the third Intention, which —_ the diſordersof the womb, doth 
promote the cure of the paſſion called hyſterical z 1 ay, firſt of all what in times 
paſt was believed, concerning the Cauſe and ſcope of curing the diſeaſe, that the 
womib did afcend, therefore that it ought to be reduced into its right place is al- 
together fictitious, aswe have Elſewhiete ſhown : The falling down of the womb, 
ot its coming forth; oftentimes happens z but rarely, or nevet produces the hy- 
ſterical Diſtempers : Beſides, the diſlocation of the womb in childbearing Wo- 
men, ſometimes happens, preſently aftet theit bringing forth, to wit, when the 
body of the womb being made Capacious, and newly emptied, doth not ſink 
down or fall within the Tunnel, in itsright place, but upwards inclines now to 
the right ſide, now to the lefr, and there being drawri together like a pnrſe, is 
folded into a great bulk, which kinde of bulk, remaining long, nigh the ſideof 
the groin, is wont to give a ſuſpitionof another child, or the ſecondine or af- 
terbirth to be left behinde, or alſo of ſome hard ſwelling tumor there increaſing ; 
but afterwards, when the yo _ pfentifully away, the wombis re- 
duced to its due magnitnde, that tumor by degrees vaniſhes : bat whule it there 
remaineth unleſs for that reaſon, the Lochia or menſtrua were ſtopp'd, it doth 
not produce the hyſterical paſſions. For the reducing of this part the ſooner in- 
to its due poſition , fomentations, Liniments, and Plaiſters, are convenient. 
But moſt times that Symptom, paſles over, of it ſelf, without any further harm. 
To what other diſtempers the womb is obnoxious, in child-bearing, and by what 
niethod to be helped, we have fully ſhown in another place. As to the other 
vices of that part, which happen to ſome women, not bearing children, we de- 
clare, that they chiefly are either a diſeaſe of the womb, made by the breaking 
of the unity, viz, which is either ſome ulcer, or Tumor ; or an inhibition of 
ſome wonted excretion, or putting forth, to wit, a ſuppreſſion either of the 

menſtruous blood, or the whites, or the ſeminal humour Moreover becauſe 
of the wenſtrua being retained, the heterogeneous particles being often poured 
forth into the head, bring in the Convulſive paſſions : in like manner, when 
' the whites are ſtopped, the excrementitious matter, _ ſupped _ up by the 
blood, is deliver'd to the brain and nervous ſtock : yea, when an uſual evacua- 
tion of the ſeed is hindred, the ſuperfluities of the nervous humour, flow back 
upon the brain, and infect its indwelling Spirits, with an exploſive and morbi- 
fic tinfture : There is no need here, to diſcourſe more largely or particularly, 
of thoſe Peculiar diſtempers of the womb, but to compound medicines, and in- 
tricate adminiſtrations, proper for womens diſcaſes, with anticonvullive Re- 
medies. 
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Df Convulſive Diſeaſes & Chap.Xt. 


A. deſeripti- 
on of the hypo- 
chonJriaca!l 


Aﬀettions. les fair people, with a freſh Countenance, or ' alſo thoſe indued with a too 


CHAP'T ER. XI. 


Of the Diftempers commonly called Hypochondriack, which 


3s ſhown to be, for the moſt part Conwulſive : briefly alſo of 
Chalybears or Steel-Medicines. : 


N the foregoing Chapters, we have clearly ſhown, that the Paſſions called 

hyſterical, do not allways proceed from the womb, yea, more often ſrom the 
head being diſtemper'd ; next we ſhall inquire concerning the hypochondriacal 
Diſtempers, of what original and nature they are, and upon the tault of whar 
parts they chiefly depend. The vulgar opinion is, that the ſymptoms wont to 
accompany this diſeaſe, are wholly produced from the ſpleen ; wherefore, they 
are aſcribed very much'to vapours, ariſing from this inward, and variovſly run- 
ning up and down, here and there ; when in truth, theſe fickneſfes for the moſt 
part are convulſions, and contraftions, of the nervous parts - but that it might 
appears by what cauſes they are wont to be excited, we ought to confider firſt, 
the Symptoms themſelves, and to place them into ſome order or rank. 

As to the Diſtempers therefore, which are vulgarly termed hypochonariac, it is 
obſervable, that they happen chiefly to men of a melancholly temperament,with 
a dark aſpe, and more lean habit of body : - it is. rarely, that this diſeaſe trot- 


Phlegmatic compleCtion : It betrays it ſelf in manifeſt fignes, about the hight 
or mideſt of their Age ; men ate found to be more frequently obnoxious to this, 
than women, being made habitual in. either, itis very hardly,or not at all to be 
cured, in wonien, by reaſon of their weaker Conſtitution, it is accompanied, 
with a great many more Convulſive Diſtempers,wherefore, Commonly it is ſaid 
in this Sex, the hyſterical, to be joyned with the hypochoudriacal Paſſion. 

The Symptoms which are imputed to this Diſeaſe, are commonly very mani- 
fold, and are:of a divers nature, neither do they obſerve in all, the like begin- 
ning, or the ſame mutual dependency, among themſelves: for they ſeemin theſe, 
moſt to affe& the Inwards of the lower belly, in thoſe the Precordia, in others 
the Confines of the Brain: and in moſt, though not in all, the ventricle labours 
much ; concerning the appetite it is often too much, but -preſently burthened 
with what it hath taken in; and when the food, ſtaying longer init, by reaſon 
of ſlowneſs of Concoction, their Saline particles being carried forth into a flux, 
pervert the whole maſsof the Chyle, into a pu or pottage, now Sour, or auſtere, 
now falt or ſharp : from hence painsof the heart, great breakings forth of blaſts, 
rumbling of winde, and often vomiting ſucceed; and becauſe of a pneumatick 
defect, or of Spirits, the Chyme or juice, is not wholly made volatile, and car- 
ried forth of doors, but that the ballaſt of the Viſcous or Slimy matter, ſticking 
to the coats ofthe ventricle, is lefr behinde; an almoſt continual Spitting infeſts 
them ; a diſtention in the hypochondrium, and often there, and under the ventricle; 
a cruell pulſation is felt : alſo there pains ordinarily ariſe, which rnnabout here 
and there, and for many hours miſerably torment with a certain lancing : In the 
mean time, from the ContraCtures of the Membranes, and from the flutuation 
of winds, ſtirred up by that means, rumbling and murmurs are produced : Alſo 
in the Thorax, oftentimes there is a great conſtriction and ſtraitneſs, that the 
reſpiration becomes difficult and troubleſome, upon any motion : alſo, molt 
grievous aſthmatical fits fall upon ſome : moreover, the ſick are wont to com- 
plain of a trembling, and palpitation of the heart, with a noted oppreſſion of 
the ſame : alſo a ſinking down or melting away of the Spirits, and frequent fear 
of a trance, comes upon them, that the ſick think Death is always ſeiſing them : 
In this Region, about the membranes, and chiefly the mediaſtinum, or that di- 
vides the middle ofthe belly, an accute pain, which is now Circumſcrib'd to one 
part, now extended to the ſhoulders, is a familiar Symptom of this Diſeaſe. But 
indeed in the head, an Ihad of evills doth for the moſt part diſturb hypochon- 
driacal people, to wit, moſt cruell pains returning at ſet times, do ariſe, _ 

t 
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the ſwimming of the head, and frequent Vertigees, long watchin ;, 2 Sea, and 
moſt troubleſome fluftuation of thoughts, an uncertainty of minde, 2 diſturbed 
fancy, a fear and ſuſpitioa of every thing, an imaginary poſſeſſion of diſeaſes, 
from which they are free ; alſovery many other diſtractions of Spirits, yea ſome- 
rimes Melancholly, and madneſs accompany this ſickneſs : beſides thele interior 
Ry of the Body beſciged by this Dilcaſe, wandring pains, alſo Convulſions, 

numbneſs, with a ſenſe of pricking, invade almolt all the qutward parts 
nightly Sweats, fluſhings'of the Blood in the face, and the palms of the hands, 
etatick feavours; and many other Symptoms, of an uncertain original, do eve- 
ry where ariſe ; concerning” which, foraſmuch as the genuine Cauſes, and the 
manner of their coming to could not be readily determined, preſently all 
the Fault is caſt uponthe Spleen, and Phyſitians aceuſe that, as if it were the chief 
author of every irregular Diſtemper ; but by what right or authority, by and by 
frall be ſought into : In the mean time, it is to beobſe 


rved, that the chief Sym 
toms of this ſickneſs, are Convulſive, and depend immediately. upon. the t—_— rk. 


bypochon- 


di- 


larities of the animal Spirits, .and the nervous juice, rather than on the evill diſ- fempers be- 


poſition of the Yiſcera, ſerving for Concottion. ,But indeed, from whence the %ng # the 
tirſt riſe of this moſt complicated Diſeaſe proceeds, and by what means it brings 9% #1nde. 


forth the divers manners of diſtempers, in ſo many places, will not be fo eafie 
to determine. | 


It would be a tedious thing, to ſhew here, what the ancient and modern Phy- The cauſes 


ſitians thought of the driack, Paſſion, and of its eſſence, and Cauſes ; we the hypochon- 


will only take notice, that moſt of them do aſcribe this ſickly Diſpoſition; to the 4riac paſſion » 
only fault of the Spleen; In the mean time ſome contend that the whole confines 94978 into. 


of this Inward, partaking of part of the fault, the. blovd flowing every where in 
the Splenetick, and Epigaſtric Veſlells ( or thoſe belonging to the Spleen and 
belly ) for that it being guilty of an hot anddry intemperature, and ſo obnoxi- 
ousto too much fermentation, brings forth the original, or gives a beginning 
to this manifold evill : But the famous Highmore, affording relief, as well to the 
Spleen; as the Womb, hath caſt the chiet Cauſe of this Diſeaſe, wholly on the 
vitious Conſtitution of the ventricle ; and from thence, he would have the rea- 
ſons of the aforeſaid. Symptoms, to be originally ſought, But indeed, that he 
might frame a fit. hypotheſes, for the ſolving the Phenomena of this ſickneſs, he 

ſuppoſes, the tone of the ſtomach to become too looſe, and weak, that for 
that reaſon, it hardly, and very im y Concodts the aliments : ſo that 
the thin, and more Spirituous part of the Chyle, being ſent from thence, ſooner 
than it ought, to the blood, perverts its diſpoſition, toa hot and ſour temper ; 
then thereſidue of the food, by a longer ſtay, within the Ventricle, degenerates 
into a ponderous, and viſcous or clammy Phlegme ; which alfo, byitsStagnati- 
on ( even as it is obſervable in things to be eaten, being longer kept) becomes 
very ſour, or ſharp : But from hence, that learned Man argues, that from the 
blood made too ſerous and thin, itsefferveſcencies quickly-paſling thorow it, are 
induced: and from the ſtomach, loaded with ballaſt of ropy or viſcous matter, 
the winde and diſtentionsof the Ventricle, and hypochondria, as alſo the belch- 
ing, and troubleſome Spitting, do ariſe : whereby indeed, he wholly exempts 
| theSpleen, from this fault, he contends, that it doth neither draw to it ſelf the 
melancholly dregs ofthe blood, nor ſerves for any office whatſoever, abour the 
Sanguification or the making of blood ; but that its uſe almolt only conſiſts in 
this, that this Inward ſwelling up, or growing turgig with very hot blood, 
it adminiſters heat to the adjacent Ventricle, and cheriſhes it with gentle 


warmth. 


Altho I may fo far aſſent to this famous Author, concerning this opinion, 97% Hopotbe- 


that 1 yield, the ventricle doth often grievouſly labour in this Diſtemper, foraf- Goof 
much as the tone of which, being made lax, and its ſtrength broken, by rea- Hi R 


foi of the indigeſtion of the aliment, a load of viſcous Phlegm, or Petui 

tous matter, is begotten even in its boſom, to which, by reaſon of the Saline 
particles, being brought into a flux, by their long ſtay, oftentimes a notable 
foarneſs, and auſtereneſs happen; then becauſe the faulr in the firſt Concoction 


is not mended, the dyſcraſies and diſorders of the blood, receive that want of. 


iveſtion in the ſecond : But yet he cannot draw me into that opinion, that the 


icleisalways chiefly inthe fault, or that the other Symptoms,. of the hy 
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Of Convullive Diſeaſes; 4  Chap.Xt. 


The uſe of the 
Spleen uw 1n- 


quired into. 


See bu di- 
courſe of fer- 
enentation, 
Chap. 5th, 


pochondriacal Diſeaſe, depenc-only on its" vitious Conſtitution ; For | have 
known many, cruelly afflifted withthis ſickneſs, who have been wal enonghin 
their ſtomach: although they have very much complained of the pulſation in 
the left hypochondrium, of the-ſtraitneſs of the breaſt, | and a-wandring/pain 
excited in it, alſo of the trembling, and n of the heart, with a con- 
cinual fear, and diſturbed Imapinartion; in the'mean'time; they were wont to 
deſire food greatly, and to digeſt whatſoever'was eaten, without any troubleof 
the ventricle, or heavineſs, andalſfo without ger acid belching :yea, 
[ have obſerved others, great drinkers, andufing an evill manner of living, to 
have contracted a looſneſs of the ſtomach, with anill digeſtion, windineſs, -and 
vomiting; 'who ſaund enough about their precordia, and animal facul- 
ties, were not at all ern ns nr rn oo in this Diſtemper, the 
ventricle is often rather ſick from the vitioufneſsof other or of the Blond, 
than from its own default ; becauſe, it is uſual for thoſe fort of fick people, to 
be well in their ſtomach, ſo long asthey may lye abed, and breath it forth z but 
when they are raiſed up,the pores being ſhut up, and the dreggineis of the bloudy 
maſs ſtagnating within, preſently to be afflifted with the pain of the heart, an, 
ſtion of winde, and frequent endeavours to vomit. 
or theſe, and other Conſiderable Reaſons, 1 judge the original of the hypo- 
chonariacal Diſeaſe, to be derived from ſome other fountain, than the weakneſs 
of the Ventricle : but foraſmuch, as among the parts here primarily ſuſpeted, 
to be aftefted, great laints.are made againſt the Spleen ; it will be worth 
our while, to enquire, what office this Inward doth difcharge, then, as often as 
it failsin it, whether it contributes tothis Diſeaſe. 

'Thol may _ with Dottor Highmore,-.that the Spleen doth cheriſh the 
Ventricle with its warmth, andſo perhaps in ſome meaſure help Concoction : 
yet I'donot conclude, this _—_ framed chiefly for that end, but for ſome 
more noble uſes ; becaule, there ſeems to be need, for the digeſting of the food 


—_—_ not ſo much of heat , as of an active ferment : For fiſhes being 


d, devour their food whole, and without the help of heat, caſily 
concott the {ame, being reſolved as it were by a certain menſfrum - beſides, it 
obſerved of the ſpleen, that though in man, its whole ſubltance lyes near to 
the ventricle, in moſt other creatures, who are indued with a longiſh form, as 
to the rate pe of it, it is removed far fromthe Ventricle - Further, if the 
Spleen be the only Chimay, in which the blood warming the Veatricle is con- 
tained, what is the reaſon, thatit, rather than the Liver or Lungs, becomes of 
a livid or blewiſh colour, and is ſtuffed with a black blood,and that leſs hot ? 

When I confider theſe things, which ſometime ſince I have obſerved ; con- 
cerning the uſe of the Spleen ; it ſeems far more probable, that a certain 
rtion,. viz. a matter, ing of an earthly, and fixed falt, is layd up1n 
this Inward, by the blood carried to it, by the arteries, which being exalted 
there as it were by digeſtion, and into the nature of a ferment, is laſtly commit- 
ted tothe bloody flowing from it by the veins, which inſpires or quickens it, 
with a certain leven or fermentation, and performs the ſame thing about its 
Spirit, or making it Spirituous, as our ferment commonly called Leven, doth 
being put into a batch of bread or dough ; for as a certain portionof the unbak'd 
bread or dough, a bo dye. ſournels, es the ſame nature, that it 
doth ferment or leaven other bread or , and ftirs upin it the'otherwiſe 
iſh particles into motion ; ſo it ſeems, the being laid upin the 
milt or Spleen, ty as it were by 10n, puts on 
the nature of a ferment, whereby indeed the reſt of the maſs of blood, and per- 
haps the other humours, are actuated, and as it were Spiritualiſed,- intoa more 
lively motion. What hath been ingeniouſly wrote, by a late author, viz. the 
moſt learned Yelebufms, concerning the uſe of the Spleen, may have relationto 
this : for he hath determinedas highly ble, 'a ferment to becontained in 
this Inward, whereby the ſluggiſh partickesof the blood, are brought into a ſtate 
of ativity : Becauſe, taking notice, that in children, and others indued with 
a fanguine temperament, and more fat or dull-habit , even as their man- , 
ners, and diſpoſition of minde were /inclined to idlenefs, ſoftneſs, anddulneſs, 
lo their was ever” of a reddiſh colour, and full of florid blood, like the 
Liver: from hence he concludes, that the fplecn doth but little perform —_ 
| ce 
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ficein.theſe, as the gential before ripe age, or in thoſe of weak loyns ; bur 

ie. contrary, foraſmuch as men of a riddle age, and chiefly in thoſe, who 
are of a ſevere Countenance, and of a lean, body., as in them appear marks 
of cunning, Sa » fortitude, and conſtancy, ſotheir ſpleen is found to be of 
a lividor blew; _ and imbued with blood, as it were muddy - further he 
argues from hence, that the blood, being kept long in the ſpleen, as in a Con- 
duit or receptacle, turns plainly into ferment, by which its remaining mals, be- 
ing from thence inſpired, is made more ſubtil, and begets more acute Spirits, 
both.in the vital, and inthe Animal Kingdom or Government : For he ſuppoſes, 
our bodies naturally.to abound, with too much humidity, by which.indeed the 
funftionof the parrs, and many of the viſcera, ate very . much dulld : but that 
the ſpleen, doth communicate to the maſs of blood, 1olid, firm, and conſtant 
parts, and not caſily to be diſſipated, and that thoſe do wipe away that moiltneſs, 
and with it carry away in ſome meaſure, that ſoftneſs, from the blood and Spi 
Tits, which is predomunate in tender age - almoſt after the ſame manner, as = 
north-winde, or the eaſtern hy R0Ojng and intimately penetrating the air, 
with the dryneſs and ſtre of parts, breathe health or ſtrength to the 
alr, and to our Bodies. 

But ſince I have in anotber place, declared what I have formerly thought, 
concerning the Spleen, there will be no need to repeat it in this: yet I ſhall 
further note, that in bodies of living creatures, I out of a quinarie of 
elements, as the ſpirits onght to be more nrong then the reſt : ſo indeed they be- 
ing intangled with a viſcous humidity of Sulphur, and water, are fo hindred, 
that oftentimes they are not able to exerciſe their ſtrength or powers lively e- 
nough ; hence ſaline particles, for that they are very much fermenting, are re- 
quired for this, that the ſpirituous little bodies, almoſt overwhelmed by the em- 
brace of the others, and ſtupifyed, might lie awakened, and ſet ar liberty, and 
into motion. Wherefore we experience in our ſelves, when the ſpirits are dull'd, 
by the blood being too much exhalY, that notable help is brought, by ſharp 
liquors, as chiefly ſmall wines, and Cider : for theſe kinde of Remedies ſharpen 
the Spirits, and ſhake off all heavineſs. Such a kinde of fermenting virtue, we 
ny nee to be continually exerciſed, by the Spleen being in riefe order, to- 
the blood and nervous Liquor. + 
For as this Inward is formed with a threefold ſort of veſlells, v;z. with arteries, 
. and veins, and beſides with great enfoldings of the nerves, and a moſt thick 
Conrexture ofmervous fibres; we think the uſe of each of them, to be ſet apart 
far this end : to wit, by the Arteries, the blood is carried to the Spleen, hence 
it lays up itsdreggs, compoſed of a fixed Salt, andan earthly matter, in its 
ſages and poroſivies, and theſe there layd up, as it were by acertain digeſtion, 
are brought intoa juice very fermentive : A: portion alſo of which, being carri- 
ed back to the blood, by the veins, is continually mixed with it: and fo its 
whole maſs, is inſpired with thoſe kinde of fermentive particles, from the 

n ; by which, a certain auſterity and ſharpneſs, with vigout of motion, is 
given unto it ; ſo that, for that reaſbn, the blood it ſelf is carried more lively in 
the veſſells; alſo from thence, the nervous juice, procreated from the blood, be- 
ing more ative ſupplies the animal regiment : But truly, the Spleen doth not 
only by this means mediatly, and by the intervention of the blood, inſpire the 
brain and nervous ſtock, with a fermentive virtue ; -but it may be lawfully be- 
lieved, that this is done ſomewhat more immediately, by the paſſage of the 
perves, diſperſed in the ſpleen : for, becauſe in this part, anatomie diſcovers a 
great company of Nerves, and nervous enfoldings, and __ ſpringing from 
them, it may well be doubted, for what uſe they ſhould ſerve : Concerni 
this, it is firſt to be obſerv'd, that the ventricle, and the Spleen, have a m 
intimate Commerce withthe brain z infomuch, that Helmont did place the ſeat 
of the Soul, inghoſe Inwards, but this is poſſible to be done, by no moiecom- 
modious way, than by the aforeſaid nerves: Wherefore, we* may here diſ- 
ſervedly ſuſpect, that not only the animal Spirits, ate the meſſengers between 
the one part, and the other, but alſo, that the nervous Liquour, which is both 
the food, and the ventricle of theſe ſpirits, doth deſcend now from the brain to- 
wards theſe Inwards, and now being received from theſe /iſcera's by the nerves, 
doth cteep thorow towards the head; which kinde of ſpleeny Juice, beings 
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ted to tlie brain, ſharpens the animal Spirits, and raiſes them up being ſlothfull, 
and irritates thern into quick motions : from whence it is commonly-faid; the 
ſharpneb and ſagacity ofthe-mindey doth proceed from rhe Spleen, and Sple- 
rietick peope, are accounted Ingenious: But it is probable, that the rage, and 
forceof the paſſions, being begun by the Spirits inhabiting the brain, are carried 
to the ſpleen, by the paſſage of the nerves; and ſothe ſpirits there dwelling; are 
pathetically troubled, and the blood flowing thither, is moved into a m 
CH : for from hence it in ſome meaſure falls out, thar in anger,ſad- 

s, and other diſtempers of the minde, accordingas the ferment if the Spleen, 
being more or leſs moved, is inſpired to the blood, its liquor diverſly boyks up: 
F , for this reaſtnir happens; that great inflations and Commotions, of 
the left hyporondrinm, come upon ſplenitic pedple,from every violerit paſſion. 


The reaſons of 'Theſe things being thus premiſed, concerning the nſe of the ſpleen, ic will be 
the bypochon- Eaſte,, according to cn— , to lay open very many of the ſymptoms, be- 
driacal Symp- longing to the by) :ac [)iſtempe! 


per ;, and to give reaſons-for each of them : 


tors Ia1d open. Egx when the Spleen is wanting in its office, that is, when it doth tiot ſtrain forth 
the melancholly recrements of the blood, - nor cook them into a fermentative 


do not _ petform their due offices; abovt the concoCtion of the Chyle, and 
the membr: 


here nd thete ſtirred up, they are pricvoully obnoxiousto wandring pains, con- 


ar. wry of the blood, from the Spleen, being obſtrufted, it is likely, that the 
pulfation, which is felt by hondriacks, the Ventricle, isexcited. 


obſtruCted, being fixed ( as was faid ) to its neighbouring _ they wy 
wa 


ing 
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ing upand down here and there, and a ſenſe of pricking, are ſtirred upin many 

members. of the Body : - moreover, froin this Infection of the blood, fo that its 
mals is. changed, from a benign and balſamick temper, into a falt and tartare- 
ous, a lean habit of body, with a black and dark Countenance, is induced. 

3« From the blood-being ſo depraved, by the fault of the Spleen, oftentimes 
the taint is carried tothe animal government ; for heterogeneous and Convullive 
Particles, are poured frequently into the brain, and from thence, into the ner- 
vous ſtock ; fo that the animal Spirits, dwelling in either province, conceive 
various irtegularities : by reaſon of the evill being impreſſed on the head, hypo- 
chondxiacks uſe to be troubled with various phantaſms, with an heap, and 
fluctuations of thoughts: beſides, to them happen frequent Yertigoes, Scotomies, 
headaches, and often . parlytical Diſtempers : then, foraſmuch as the morbific 
matter, ſlides down from the head, into the nervous ſtock, Convulſive Diſeaſes 
are excited, in very many parts of the body, but chiefly about the Precordia, 
and Yiſceraof the lower belly : for when the Spirits flowing within the nerves, 
which reſpeCt thoſe parts, are greatly diſturb'd, by reaſon of the diſtemper of 
the minde, the Convullive particles, the more readily enter into thoſe pipes, 
and more caſily impreſs on thoſe Spirits, a Convulſive Diſpoſition : Therefore, 
partly by reaſon of the infeftion mediatly tranſmitted to the Brain, and partly 
by reaſon of the hurt, ( as hath been ſhown ) immediatly Communicated from 
the Spleen, the Palpitation of the heart, trembling, and frequent ſwooning, 
Conſtrictions of the Breaſt, impediments of breathing, Pains of the ſtomach, 
belching, Vomiting, and many other accidents in thoſe Inwards, happen to hy- 
pochondriacks. 

4. Beſides thefe inotdinations, which are wont to be derived by the paſſage 
of the-blood, from the Spleen ; into. the humours and follid parts, and to the 
brain it felf, and nervous ſtock ;, there are other farther evills, which ſeem to 
ariſe from this Inward, alſo by the paſlage of the nerves : Becauſe, as we have 
ſhown, their extreme branches, and the nervous fibres themſelves, interwoven 
inthe'/ſcera, do drinkin with their outward molt little mouths ; a certain hu- 
mor, and convey it ſometimes upwards, it is highly probable, that the nervous 
fibres, diſtributed to the Spleen, ( of which as we but now hinted, there is a 
mighty Guard ) do receive its moſt ſharp juice, which Creeping higher, thorow 
the nervous pipes, becomes a Cauſe of Convulſive motions : In truth, that there 
may be thoſe intimate Commerces, 'between the brain, and theSpleen, to wit, 
far ſ6oner, than what can be made, -by the compaſling about of the blood, ir 
may be lawfull to believe, that the nerves of the wandring pair, and the inter- 


coſtal, 'to be the neereſt means of the-paſſage, waereby theſe parts Communi- 
cate one with the other, and mutually affect themſelves. For it ſeems, that 


when the black bile or melanchol}ic tumor in the Spleen, grows turgid or ſwells 
up of its own accord, or ismovyed by ſome evident cauſe, its particles enter the 
nervous fibres, thickly diſtributed to the ſame, which diſturb the animal Spitits 
flowing in them, into exploſions, or at leaſt into ſome diſorder : then the Spi- 
rits being ſodiſtrubed, infeCt thoſe next to them, and they others, till by their 
continued ſeries, the paſlion begun within the Spleen, is propagated even to 
the brain, and there produces inordinate Phantaſms, ſuch as happen to hypo- 
chondriacks, alſo on the other ſide, when a grievous diſtemper of the minde, 
occafionally excited, within the brain, doth diſturb the Spirits inhabiting it, the 
impreſſion being carried to the Phantaſie, by the ſeries of the Spirits, planted 
within the nerves of the wandring pair, and the Intercottals, and ſucceſlive at- 
fection, it is brought even to the Spleen ; hence its ferment being put morein- 
to commotion, ſtirs up Convulſions, both in that Inward, and un the whole 
neighbourhood of fibres and membranes ; and beſides, forces the blood into eb- 
bingsand flowings,and into various zſtuations or vehement motions ; yea and re- 
flects the perturbations of the Spirits, upon the brain. From this kinde of reci- 
procal affection of the brain and Spleen, it comes to paſs, that hypochondri- 
acksare ſo unquiet, unſtable , and fluctuating, at every thing thats propoſed, 
as if, according to the Poet, Ten mindes ſtrove in them at once. 


A certain noble Gentleman, of a melanchollic temper, and always accounted x,9}ſervation. 


for a Splenetic man , very-much complained of a pain, and inllatioa of his left 


hypochondrium, with a frequent runbling noyſe, an4 ſoar b2Iching, aloof a 
trembling 


55 DfConvullive Diſeaſes, Chap. XI, 


trembling of the heart, of an aſliduous vertigo, roo much waking; and a di- 
ſturbed phanſie : About the 35th. year of his age, the diſeaſe growing worſe, he 
began hardly to ſleep, and yet more rarely to ger it at night, and to be moleſted 
in the day time, with a world of fluctuating thoughts, to have in ſuſpition all 
things and perſons, and greatly to be afraid of every object : his Precordia 
ſeemedto be very much bound, and ftraitened, and to ſink down to the bottom, 
as if the heart it ſelf were depreſſed even into the belly, which Symptom, trou- 
bling him, he became very 1ad, and dejected in minde : yet afterwards, thoſe 
diſtempers of the minde remitting, he felt with it his heart to be a little lifted 
vP and alſo his Precordia to belooſened, and ſtretch'd forth ; beſides, he very 
often ſuſtained pains and ContraCtions variouſly excited, about the muſcles of 
the Yiſcera, and Members, andrunning up and down here and there. 

As to the nature of the diſeaſe, it is plain, that it is this kinde of Diſtemper, 
which is commonly called hypochondriacall : but as to what reſpeCts the Cauſes 
of theſe to be admired Symptoms, we may ſuppoſe, the maſs of blood being 
degenerate, and ſtuffed with melanchollic or atrabilarie fzculencies; to admi= 
niſter or continually to ſuggeſt its aduſt recrements to the head ; from whente, 
the Liquor watering the brain and nerves, being made ſharp, and improporti- 
onate to the Spirits; did ſtir upthe containing Bodies, into painfull Corrugati- 
ons, or wrinklings, and ContraQuures : Further, when this Infeftion is chiefly 
derived from the head, into the Nerves of the wandring pair; and the intercoſtall, 
the brain and the Precordia, are very much ER by the malady from thence 
raiſed up. _But that the Blood is depraved by that means, it ſeems to be impu- 
ted to the vice of the Spleen, foraſmuch as this Inward, being amiſs, it did not 
rightly ſtrain forth the atrabilarie dreggs from the blood; but rathet did more 
pervert whatſoever recremeats it received from it, and the ſame being exalted 
intoan hurtfull ferment, ſent it'back to the blood, and ſo very much infeed its 
maſs, and imbued it with aplainly acetous, and vitriolick evill Diſpoſition. 

It is plain to be underſtood, that thoſe ſymptoms troubling the Head, viz. 
too much waking, the wverrzgo, a diſturbed phantaſie, with many others, did pro- 
ceed from the heterogeneous icles poured forth from the Blood, into the 
brain : As to that ſtraitneſs of the Br and falling down of the heart, with 
great fear and ſadneſs, it may be thought, that the nervous fibres, inſerted to 
the heart, and chiefly to the Pericord;um, being moved into Convulfions, and 
wrinklings, do binde hard thoſe parts; and pull them downwards ; wherefore, 
there is perceived in the whole breaſt, as it were a certain conſtriftion, the 
heart 1t ſelf ſeems to be depreſſed : Further, foraſmuch the Precordia being ſo 
ftreitened and depreſſed, the blood within the boſom of the heart is ſtop'd, and 
cottipelPd; asit were to ſtagnate, both the vital and the ſenſitive Soul, is much 
hindred, from its wonted expanſion and irradiation, and for that Cauſe, bein 
leſſened and ſhortened in its conſtitution, thoſe Cruell diſtempers of fear an 
ſadneſs ariſe, but when the Convulſions remitting, that conſtriftion of the heart 
and its appendsx, is teleaſed, the Soul alſo, as a flame more expanſed or enlarged, 
endeavours by little and little to ſhake off the Chains ofthoſe Paſſions. For the 
Cure of theſe Diſtempers, he hadfor a long time tried very many remedies,and 
medical Adminiſtrations, but without much benifit, at laſt he was ſomewhat ea- 
ſed by the uſt of Spaw-waters, and from thence by degrees finding himſelf bet- 
ter he became free from thoſe grievous Syraptoms, however, he ftill liv'd ob- 
noxious to the hypochondriac Diſtemper. wi 

2.0bſcration. A Certain young Academic, originally of a Sanguine temper, fair, of a flo- 
riſhing Countenance, excellent diſpoſition, and mild, by reaſon of immoderate 
and untimely Studies, in the mean time exerciſe, and good order of dyet being 
wholly negleCted, had contracted an obſtruftion of the Spleen, or ſome other 
morbid diſtemper of that Inward : For he had almoſt continually infeſting him, 
an inflation, and tumor of the left hypochondrium, with a moft heavy Pain. At- 
ter he had laboured with this ſort of Diſtemper, about half a year, he began 
to.complain of a ent giddineſs, a blindneſs of his eyes, an unquietneſs of 
his minde, and of diſturbed ſleeps : Which Symptoms were then piamly impu- 
ted to vapours ariſing from the Spleen : but after that followed, a trembling of 
the heart, with a frequent deliqusam ofthe Spirits, a pulſation of the hypochonari- 


um, and at length pains, and Contrattions in the outward members, with a fre- 
quent 
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aent ſtupor, and a ſenſe of pricking running up and down here and there : and 
laſt of all, being broken with a world of evilis, contrary !to his genius , and nia- 
tive Diſpoſition, he became greatly hypochondriacall. 

That I may diſpatch the Pathologie of this Caſe in a word, it appears here 
plain enough, that the Spleen was firlt of all in fault ; by whoſe fault, when the 
bloody maſs was depraved, the taint creeping from thence, into the humour wa- 
tring the brain and nervous ſtock, and infecting ir, did induce the aforeſaid Con- 
vulſtive Symptoms. 


The Curatory Method to be uſed againſt the hypochondriacal Diſtempers re- The aceth+d of 
quireschiefly theſe four gefterall Indications. viz. In the firſt place, that the Im- Curing the 
pediments of the Cufe may be taken away,the Intention of which chiefly reſpects ©Pochondr:- 
the purging, andpreferving the firſt paſſages. Secondly, it muſt be endeavour'd © PFempers: 


that the obſtructions of the Spleen, may be Corrected. Thirdly, that both: the 
recrements of the bloody maſs nfay be purged forth, and that its due diſpoſition 
may be reſtored. Fourthly, and laſtly, that the enormities of the brain and 
nervous ſtock, and alſo of the watering humour, and the inhabiting Spirits, 
contracted by the fault of the blood, and Spleen, may be amended, or taken a- 
way : when any of theſe Intentions, or all of them together, ſhall be endea- 
voured at, fit times ſhould be choſen, in which each being :ingly propoſed, may 
be performed, without any neglect or hindrance of the reſt. | 

8. As to the firſt Indication, when a great load of crude or aduſt matter, is 
wont to be laid up in the firſt paſſages, and when the tone of the Ventricle us'd 
to be ſpoyled, and its ferment variouſly perverted, againſt every one of theſe 
kindes of evills, you muſt bring timely help, with fit remedies therefore, gen- 
tle and moderate evacuations, both by Vomit if it proſpers well, and by Stool, 
oughtro be adminiſtred - For ſuch, whoſe ſtomach eaſily caſts forth its contents 
upwards, I perſwade, that once in a month Vomiting ſhould be ſeveral times 
provoked by taking Liquor of Squills, or Salt of Yitriol,or by drinking plentifully 
{mall beer poſlet-drink, or warm water; in the time between, a gentle purge, 
and only a little moving is to be orderd often : For thiseud, The pills Tartareoxs, 
of Bontizs, or Stomach-pills with Gums, or our ſolutive extract, may be ofuſe. 
Take ofthe beſt Sema $i, of Rhubarb Zvi, of Epithim Ziii, of yellow-Sandd# ii, 
of the Salt of wormwood Zii, of ape Zi, being cut and bruſed, let them be 
digeſted in x ounces of White wine, and as mach of fumitory water, for 48 hours, 
let the clear ſtraining be evaporated, with the heat of a gentle bath, to the con- 
ſiſteacy of an extract, adding towards the end, of the powders of Sexna, of Rhu- 
barb, and cream of Tartar each Zii; let them be bruſed together in a'glaſs mor- 
ter, andreduced to the conſiſtency of Pills. The Doſe 36, it, or 31, the Reme- 
dies reſpecting the tone, and ferment of the ventricle, as they are manifold and 
divers, out of them the moſt fit or commodious for the Diſpoſition of the Ven- 
tricle, are to be choſen; forto this bitter things, to that Saltiſh, to another 
ſharp and perhaps biting things, are deſirable. Among the number of theſe kinds 
of medicines, ( which are commonly called Digeltives ) are Elixir Proprietatzs, 
T nittura Sacra, powder of Aron Compound, Salt of Wormwood, Cream of Tartar, 
Tartar vitriolat, ,, Vitriol of Steel, with many others. Beſides theſe inward Reme- 
dies, alſo external applications do often bring help: Becauſe the Stomach be- 
ing ill affected, a fomentation of white-wine, with wormwood, century, and other 
bitter plants boyled therein, alſo oyntments, or plaiſters, often bring help : 
Concerning which, there will be no need here to diſcourſe particularly ; and to. 
preſcribe forms of the Medicines themſelves. 

2: The ſecond Indicatiou, for the mending the vices of the Spleen, (to wit, 
if there ſhall be in the ſame any obſttnftion, Tumour, or pain, or ſimple dyſcra- 
fie or Intemperament, ) is wont to be performed, or at leaſt attempted, by Re- 
medies both internal, and exrernal : Thoſe which are of the fotmer Sort, fall in 
with thoſe indicated in the 3d place, ( to wit, with. ſuch, as for the purifying 
the Blood is intended } becauſe, when chietly, or almoſt all, that which is carri- 
ed, or born to the Spleen, is done by the paſſage of the blood, the irrigularities 
of the Latex of this, as well as of that Inward, by a Social labour, ought to be 
cured, with the joynt ſtrength of Medicines ; by what means is ſhown by and by. 
In the mean time, ſome external Applications, under the form of a plaiſter; os 
xn oyutment, or a fomentation, = neerly and immediatly reſpect the = 
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dy of the Spleen, and often bring notable help, ſoraſmuch as they diſcuſs tumors, 
and- allay the Convulſive Diſtempers, and quiet them. Great plenty of theſe 
kinde of outward medicines, are every where extant among Authors, the choyce 
of which ought to be made, according to the various paſſions ofthe Spleen, or 
the divers Conſtitutions of the Patient, fo that there will be no need here, to 
ſhew their particular forms. | 

3. The Remedies indicated in the 3d place, to wit, which take away the dyſ[- 
craſjes or evill temper ofthe blood, contracted from the vice of the Spleen, and 
alſo clear the primary fault of the Spleen, are of a manifold, and divers kinde, 
and manner, the choice of which ought to be adminiſtred, according to the va- 
Tious infeCtion of this, or that : of theſe, ſome are compounded, and prepared 
according to the preſcription of Phyſitians, as Eleftuaries, Powders, Apozems, 
Tin#tures, Infuſions, and the like ; others more ſimple, as whey, aſſes milk, Spaw- 
waters, and Bathes. 0 

There are twochief Caſes of ſick people,in which magiſterial Remedies ought 
to be all accommodated, according to their ſtrength and quallities : to wit, ei- 
ther the blood is thick, coldiſh, andearthy, with the Spleen being obſtrutted, 
which requires more hot, fermenting, and chiefly Chalybiate medicines ; or the 
blood being clearly aduſt,and hot, ferments too much, and together greatly trou- 
bles the hypochonaria, and in them, the blood and humours boyl up; in which 
ſtate, Remedies only temperate, and allaying the fermenting, and immoderate 
boyling of the humours, are to be choſen, where chalibiats are wholly to 
beavoided. + 

When therefore to a cold ventricle, cold diſcraſies or evill temperaments, of 
the blood and Spleen alſo happen, I am wont to preſcribe; according to the fol- 
lowing forms. 

Take ofthe Troches of Rhubarh, of the Powder of the root of Aron, of winteran 
Bark, each 3ii, of the root of virginian Snakeweed, Centrayerva, Diatrion Santulon, 
of Crabs eyes, each Zi, of the extratt of Gentian, of Cintury, each Zifi, of ammoniae, 
diflolved in the water of Earth-worms, what will ſuffice to make a maſs of Pills : let 
them take 4 pills in the morning, and at 4 aclock ih the afternoon, drinking at- 
ter Gem a little draught, of wormwocd-wine, or chalibiate wine, with moderate 
EXErciſe. 

Take of the Conſerves of the yellow of Oranges, and of Lemons, each iii, of pre- 
ſerved mirabolans, n. ii, of the Species of aromaticum Roſatum,; of winteran Bark, 
each Z1i, ofthe Salt of wormwood Zii, of the witriol of Steel Zi, ( or Steel prepared 
Ziit. ) with what will ſuffice of the Syrrop of Citron rines, make an Eleftuary, To 
be taken twicea day, drinking after it a draught of wormwood-wine, or of the [n- 


' fuſion of the herb or flowers of Tamarick. 


For thoſe who are not pleas'd, but with medicines in an elegant form, and in a 
very little quantity, the tinCtures of Antimony, and of Corrall, alſo of Steel, with 
the Spirit of wine, ( the body being firſt diſſolved by a proper menſtrum, and redu- 
ced to a Calx ) are convenient : as alſo the Spirizs of Sur, of blood, or of harts-horn, 
to be taken twice a day, with a proper liquor, to 12. drops, more or leſs, are of 
known benefit, above any other medicine that I know of : moreover the often 
—_ of Coffee, alſo that made of the Infuſion of the leaves of Thea, gives caſe 
to ſome. 

If that the fervor of the blood, and too fermenting, with the trouble of the 
Spleen, and unquietneſs of the minde, be joyned to the hypochondriac Diſtem-» 


I. 
F Take of the Conſerves of byps or Conaradine,vi. ( or of the flowers of Tamarick, 
and the leaves of wood-Sorrel, each Ziii. ) of the Species of Diarrodon Abbatis, of 
the confection of Alkermss, each 3i, of the powder ofi Ivory Zif, of Pearls 36. of 
the Salt of Tamarisk, and wormwood, each Zi. with what will ſoffice of the Syrrop of 
green Citrons,, or Clove-Gilliflowers, make an Opiate, to be taken-twice in a day, 
thequantity of a nutmeg. 

Take of the pewder of Ivory, Zii. of the Powder of Pearls, Zi. of the Species of 
diarrhodon Abbatis, of Diamagarit frigida, each Zig. make a fine powder, add of 
white Sugar, diſſolved in Baume-water, and boyled to the conſiſtency of Tablets 
Z vi. make thereof according to Art, Lozenges, or little cakes : take Ji or Zit 


twice a day. Totheſ, and other medicines of this nature, may be joyned _ 
uſe 
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uſe of Spaw-waters, which indeed, in either, yea, in all caſes, of hypochondriac 
Melancholly, are almoſt always taken with good ſucceſs : For want of thoſe wa- 
ters, our artificiall Spaw-waters, may be conveniently ordered, yea, and whey, 
and if any notable atrophie be, let Aſſes milk be dayly taken. | 

Beſides, theſe inward Rerniedies, and other outward Applications, before- 
recited, Phlebotomie, or the taking away of blood with Leeches, from the ſedal 
veines, may be of uſe frequently : yea, ſometimes it may be convenient, to open 
the Salvatella Vein, according to the preſcript of the Ancients : Beſides Caute- 
ries, or Iſſues, which may continually carry forth the aduſt recrements of the 
blood, by degrees excern them, are wont to be benificiall almoſt to all. - 

4- The fourth [ndication, reſpecting the affetions of the brain, and nervous 
ſtock, or the Convulſive Symptoms having relation to or coming upon the for- 
mer, is rarely in uſe of it ſelf, and apart from the others, but that Remedies-de- 
ſtinated to this end, are complicated withthoſe aboveſaid. Liquors indued with 
a volatile Salt, or anarmoniac, as Spirits of Harti-horn, and St, are highly ne- 
ceſlary for this Intention, as alſo the reſt but now recitied ; wherefore ſuch Re- © 
medies, unleſs any thing ſhall ſhew the contrary, may be dayly given at fit hours. - 
Further, when Spaw-waters are drunk, let tablets or pills, ſuch as are above-pre- 

{cribed, for the Convulſive diſtempers, be taken at leaſt twice ina day. In the 
frequent turning, and giddineſs, alſo in the paſlions of the heart, the ſinking 
down of the Spirits, with dread, and as it were a fear of Death, juſt ſeizing on 
one, I have known very often, great help to be had, by the uſe Gf Chalibeat, or 
ſteel Medicines. 

Since we have made mention ſo often, of Chalibiat or ſteel-medicins, ic will, ...- 
be worth our while, to inquire into their various preparations, and for that rea-,,, Prep effefss 
ſon their divers manners of effefts, whichthey are wont to produce in the hu- of Sie! 21: 4i- 
mane body, that it may from hence appear, by what means, and for what re- cine: wnfol- 
ſpecs, theſe or thoſe preparations of Iron, are greatly profitable to ſome bypo-4*: 
chondriacks, andto others as much hurtfull, | 

The virtue and operation of Conlfigat, or ſteePd mecicines, depends upon 
the pores of the concerts, being a various manner diſſolved, unfolded, 

And _— forth into att : For ſteel, or Iron, conſiſts chiefly of a Salt Sulphur, 
and Earth: arid but flenderly indued with Spirits and water : But the particles 
of the former Elements, chiefly the Sulphureous, and faline, being in their mix- 
tyre combined together, with the Farth, remain altogether fixed, and ſluggiſh, 
but being ſoluted, and pulled one from another, they come to be of a very 2k 
cious Energy. | 


The aforeſaid particles are diſſolved in a twofold manner, and ſet into theLi- 
berty of aCting : viz. either by Art, whilſt medicins are prepared, or by Nature 
after they are taken a for the metallic Body, is wont to be diſſolved, - 
and eaten, by the ferment of the ventricle, juſt like a Chymical menſtrum : we 
will conſider the ſeveral Species of either, and their manner of being made, that 
it may appear, what alteration is jmpreſſed, on the ſteeled medicine, in the 

reparation ; and what effects every preparation of it, doth impreſſe on mans 


Y. _ 

' The moſt ſimple way of preparing Iron, is a diviſion of its body, into little 
integral parts, with afile, which reſemble the nature of the whole mixture,and 
contain both little ſulpureous bodies, and ſaline, combined among themſelves, 
and with other terreſtrial. The filings of Iron being inwardly taken, is diſſol- 
ved by the ferment of the ventricle, as it were by an acid menſtrum ;, the ſignes 
of which are, both a ſulphureous and uuſavorie belching, as from the eating of 
hard eggs, alſo the blackneſs of the ordure, from ſteel being diſſolved within 
the Y3/cera of Concodtion, ative particles, both Sulphureous and Saline, Plen- 
tifully ſally forth, and being involved with the nutfitious juice, are carried into 
the blood ; which as they excell in a divers virtue, do often conſpire, as it were 
with the joynt forces of either, to bring benefit to the ſick. The Sulphureous 
little bodies being brought to the blood, add to it a new, and more plentifull 
Proviſion of Sulphur; wherefore its maſs, if before it was poor and liveleſs,doth 
nimbly ferment within its veſſells, and being inkindled farther in the heart, 
acquires a more intenſe heat, yea, anda deeper colour; for it is fo obſerved, 
in many affeted with the dropſy, ani from white phlegm, the "ru ws evill 
2 ongings; 
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tongings, or green-ſicknefs, to have a pale countenance, cold bloud, and wate- 
ri: z but by the uſe of ſteel, the conntenance ſoon to be more florid, and the 
blood to be imbued with a more intenſe tinfture, and hear : moreover, from the 
filing of iron, diſſolved in the ventricle, alſo Saline particles are brought forth, 
and often they beſtow a more vlencifil}Grainer inereaſe, both on the ſolid parts, 
andonthe humors for ſince theit natures are vitriolick, and ſtiptic or binding, 
they bind together, and ſtrengthen the too lax, and weakned fibres of the Yiſcera, 

ſo reſtore the brokentone : Beſides theſe Saline particles, inhibit the force 
of the blood; reptels it from too much heat, and boyling up, and froth; and 
retain 1t in an equall circulation 2 Beſides ( which is their chief virtue ) they con- 
tract and ſtraiten the roo looſe, open, and gaping little mouths of the Arteties ; 
thar, for that reaſon, neither the Serwm, nor the bloody latex, may ſweat out, or 
be broke off, from the file of its circuit : Wherefore in the Dropſie, and great 
biredings, Remedies, imbued with the Saline particles of 'ron, are of famous 
and efficacious uſe, for very many Diſeaſes proceed from this cauſe, foraſmach 
aSthe litcle months of the Arteries, being too open, and the interſpaces of the 
ells above meaſure looſned, the ſerum or bloody latex breaks forth ; which 
of Afﬀections, the Viriollic Particles of Steel, do often help, by binding 

| eſſels, and nervous fibres. | 
[ter this maiiner, the filngs of Sreel, being taken inwardly, ſeems at once to 
othe blood, both ſpurs, anda bridle. But foraſmuch, as from this medi- 


ad 
cine, an incitation, much more than a reſtrition, doth ariſe, therefore it ought 
to begivenonly to them, whoſe blood is very thick, and cold, as country peo- 
= and ſtrong perſons; in very hot, and ſpirituous bloud, and in hot inwards, 


is no ways convenient - moreover,in delicate perſons, and men of a more tender 
conititution, *tis dangerous, leſt the little portions of the ſtet], when they can- 
ute tile tel lt th emer uk, tx 
mem of the Y3ſcer: ere perti icking,produce ſome ulcer 
ich indeed I have known ſometimes tohay Elle E 


ordeadly torments, whi | "oo 

PEE HET 
ur, to wit, ict | y 

roler "Ire the mettle may thelc into little round which are to 


be calcinedto the conſumption of the Sulphur, and pounded in & morter, are to 
be reducedinto a ſubtle powder, Ab of choices radar ope ne 
Iron, ſome ſlphureon partcies ar exhaled, the _— ich is, that this 
powder, an acid liquor bei & poured upon it, much boylsup, anne Bo 


por dempleamn rn ger iron : but being taken by the ſame 
a Sulphureons favour. the mexn rig. this IR the ſaline patti- 
cles, teem to be ſomewhat angmented, by new ones ſticking to them, from the 


metrall burning with Sulphur, ſo that ative particles of either kinde, to wit, 
Sulphoreous and Saline, come almoſt to an, Mqmslsbrinm : and when by this means, 
this medicine, the ſubſtance of the mettle Co, may be finely poudered, 
it becomes of far more excellent uſe, than the filings ef Iron : In moſt, Caſes 
where ſteel ought to be given in ſubſtance, as ina Cachexie or a fullneſs ofevi 
humours, the. longings of nals or the green-gckneſs, and ſuch like, this medi- 
cine is convenient to be uſed, "ns" 

- 3 In the third place, follows the tion of ſteel with vinegar : to wit, 
the filings of the whole ſteel, is moylten'd with vinegar, and dryed, till it may 
be reduced into an impalpable powder : in this preparation, the Sulphureous 
mdanpd arty urea more, yea, as to the greateſt part evaporated, only a few 

ing left, in-the meantime, the Saline, by reaſon of others ng to them, 
from the vinegar, are much encreaſed, which are mingled with the terrene 
particles: This chalibiated powder, very little or nothing froths, _ 
a ſharp liquor being ſprinkled upon it, alſo being taken at the mouth, has wit 
it ſcarce any ſulphurequs Savour : wherefore, it condnces leſs, to the ras Oat 
of the obſtruttions of the Bowells, or to the reſtoring the ferment of the bload / 
nevertheleſs, ina more hot Conſtitution, in hemorrhages or fluxes of Blood, 
and the ASCO Diſtemper, it is wont to be adminiſfred 'with greater 

ſhcceſs, rhen the former s. | | 
n, which'being an extra of the metallic body, 


4ly. Follows the ruſt of y Lot the metal 
ſeems to be as it were a fifth 2 becauſe, inthis —— 
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cles of every kinde, to wit, ſulphureous, ſaline, and terrene, being looſned from 
the whole ſubſtance, are combined among themſelves ; and conſtitute as it were 
a new mixture, more ſubtile, and defzcared or clearer from dreggs : For thag 
in this concrete, there remains le(s particles of ſulphur, therefore it doth not o 
ponntly ferment, the blood, or take away the obſtruftions of the Yiſcera, as 
cel prepared with ſulphur ; but in more hot diſtempers of the parts, or hu- 
mours, It egregioully performsthe requiſite Intentions, of a ſteeled Medicine. 

To this Claſs may be referred by right, our popanatien of ſteel, to wit, in 
which all the particles of the mettal, being looſned from the bond of mixture, 
are contgined together : which notwithſtanding, ( the concrete being firſt re- 
duced into pouder ) and immediatly diſſolved, in any water or Menſtruum; 
This powder being inwardly taken, hath the like vertue as ſteel prepared with 
fulphar ; bur to the liquor or menſtruum, in which itis diſſolved, it imparts 
almoſt only faline, or chiefly vitriolic particles, the ſulphureous flying away; 
and the terene ſinking to the bottotn. 1am wont to give in great quantity, and 
not ſeldom with excellent ſucceſs, common water impregnated with the diſſolu- 
tion of this, inſtead of the natural acidulous or ſpawiſh watets : moreover, 1 
make thereof medicated wine, beer, cyder, whey, or other Liquors, this pouder 
being diflolved in them ;-and preſcribe them to be taken, for ſeveral intricate 
Ingentions : So much for the preparations of iro, in which the elementary par- 
ticles of every kinde, are comprehended in a various proportion: There re- 
main others, in which the particles almoſt only of one kinde, to wit, the fa- 
line, or carthie, are left, the reſt, as to the greateſt Parts being driven forth: 
of which ſort, are chiefly vitriol, or the Salt of ſteel. 

5. For the making the vitriol of ſteel, firſt, the mettal is wont to be eaten 
thorow, with a very and corroſive Liquor, and to be diſſolved into ele- 
mentary parts : Inthediſſolving, the faline particles of the menſtruum, are 
joyncd to the other ſalines of the Iron, and are withthem intimately combined ; 
inthe mean time, the ring IUGINEan, and terrene, being laid aſide,and 
excluded from their company ; then common geveqn=.- 7 x: to this ſolnti- 
on, the falts of either kinde being combined, are inibibed by the Liquor, and 
that being laſtly filtrated, and evaporated, they are reduced into chtiſtalls. This 
kinde of making of ſalt or falification, fuccedes, if you do it, either with the 
Spixitof vitciol, the oyle of Sulphar; or tygian water, or any others, diſtilled 

ca, Sal Armonidc on i 


the ſtagmas of minerals: ly, folnted by melt- 
ooo mar Lorgrcemdren yr m__ and reap S 
» a ſiveetiſh taſte, with 2 cortain 1pticity 
or bin and Lode a Oh natere of ereril, that it ſeems not to 
differ from Verdigreafſe. Taken inwardly for a medicitie, it ſomewhat 
ferments the humors, and powerfully bindes the nervous fbres : for cold Cache- 
tical, and Phlegmatic people, this medicine is not convenient, becauſe there 
are in it. no particles of $ : but it is often adminiſtred with ſaccefſe, in hot 
of the bowels, where there is a predaminancy of aduſt Sz/phay and in 
wandring efferveſcencies, in ſcorbutical, and ungquall heats, both of the blood 
and nervous ſtock, by it ” or mixed with other! medicines, as an enforcement - 
but yetin more tender itutions, 'tis dangers, leſt the tone and fibres of 
the ventricle ſhould be hurt, by its acrimouy, too great conſtriction or 


aſtringency. % 4 
6. In the laſt place, follows the aſtringent Crocus Hartis, or the (Focut of Steel, 
by fire. through a long. Calcination, viz. The filings, the off-ſcour- 
ings, or thin plates of Iron, ſhould be pieced inare ns fotnace, that 
they ar agrnuaras 7 oo by a ſtrong flame : The filing being thus 
expoſed to the naked fire; fitſt of all it grows reddil h, and cans. ler into 
lictle hard round balls; but after 3. or 4. days, irelling ; up 7 | 
higher. beap, it becomes extream light, impalpable, F a moſt curious pur- 
le Colour : In this preparation, cots and faline particles, w 

the force of the fire, they begin to come away from the concreet, do mutu- 
ally take hoWone of another, and ſo being combined ourebers grow into little 
balls; but afterwards, thoſe, particles, both Saline and Sulphi whol- 

profligated, and fiery parcicles ſucceeding in theig place,the whole mals ſivel- 
ing upinco a bulk, and made as it were ſpungie; becomes moſt light, & 
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A Medicine thus red, in ſome Caſes, is of moſt excellent uſe, and ſecond 
to none of the Chalybeats : to.wit, almoſt in. all extravaſations, or too great 
eruptionsof the Serum and blood, as in outward hemorrhages, or in inward bleed- 
ings, in the Diarrbea, the. Diabatis, and in, a vehement Catarrh ; alſo I have 
| known noremedy better than this, in the Acizis,or in the beginning of a. Drop- 
ſie - and this alſo, I have heard to. be highly approved of lately by a moſt famous 
and expert Phyſitian, of our own Country :.Concerning which medicine notwith- 
ſtanding, ſinceit is wholly deſtitute, both of Saline and ſulphureous Particles, 
and conſiſts almoſt only of was and fiery particles, it is very ambignous, by 
what faculty it operates, -and produces ſo praiſe-worthy an effeCt in man's body ; 
for there ſeems to. be. inthis, left no more Caput mortuwm, or dead head, gr rer- 
r.4damnata, then in vitriol,. or in any of, the other mettalls, diſtilled be a moſt 
Intenſe fire. . As to thisif I may Conjecture,. it ſeems firſt, that to this prepara- 
tion, ſome'AZtivity is due, whereby,it exerts it {elf, and.unfolds its virtues, ei- 
ther by ſhutting up obſtructions,, or, by binding together the Veſſells, or ner- 
vous fibres of the YViſcera, from the hery particles, ſhut up in the moſt fixed earth, 
and from them breaking forth within the body: Bat the chiefeſt reaſon of help- 
ing conſiſts in this, that-the earthy particles, the Saline ( by which they were 
ſtrickly held') being wholly gone, defire greedily to be reunited to them, or ſuch 
like : Wherefore, this Crocus martss, berng 1mmerſed in our Bodies, ſnatches to 
it ſelf, whatſoever Salts it meets with, and, intimately binds them, and ſo,while 
it ſacks up like a ſponge, youu many ſaline particles, it takes away many enor- 
mities, ariſing chiefly from the flux of the Salts. By this means, Burnt harts-born, 
Spodium, and eAmtimony Diaphoretic, when. they bring help exert or put forth 
their virtues... . OG | 71 kf | toe | ys LIT 
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\-Of-the Convnlſive. Cough and Afthme: 


| T He hiſtory before related, doth clearly manifeſt, that ſometimes a Cotgh | 
rayon tt Yao becauſed, withour any; great fault of the Lungs, by reaſon of the fl- 
meerly Con- ding down of the, morbific matter, upon the pneumonlck nerves, or_thole be- 
oulſroes longing to reſpiration* to. wit, where it was: ſhown, in the Caſe of the noble 


Vir 
Siddineks,.i t,. when by. xa vhoprin of the Phyſitian, a fomentation of Ce- 
1n.its place follow'd a great. Cough, without any Spitting, but night and. day, 


+ 4 


happens, .in perſons of APE JRun, as the 1 ht ten ſeer 
Thic diflemper But: in, children *tis uſual, (alſo ſometimes I have known it in Men ) for a cough 
frequent e- to ariſe, from a ſerous Colluvies orgiooig the Lungs: which, when at firſt it 
nough1n chil- 2s Simple; and moderate, afterwards it became. vehement, and Convulſive ; 
grew. *#ſo that 1n.Coughing the Diaphragma here dren upwards, and held in a lo 
Syſtole, os frequen Tet the Lungs being greatly ſtraitned, were, mu 
_hindred in their motion. In.the mean time,. by reaſon of the breathing bein 
| bindred, and the blood being reſtrained within the Precordsa, and for that cauſe 
ſtagnating inother places, the ſick were indanger of being choaked, and often 
acquired a livid, or dead countenance. But in this Caſe, beſides the Convulſi- 
ons raiſed upabout the Precordia, hy the force of Coughing, the Ventricle alſo, 
being often brought Into a conſent, caſt forth by vomit, whatever it contained 
in its boſom; yea, and 1 know in ſome tender ones, after this mgpner affected, 
the Diſeaſe wandring from thence into other parts, did raiſe vp Convulſive mo- 
tionsin the Face, eyes, and limbs, and at length became deadly. This kinde 
of Convulſive Cough is very frequent among children, and ſome years lays hold 
p ( | $3.5 wo. : þ * ns _— of Te on 
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on ſo many, that it ſeems to be plainly Epidemical ; when it roots it ſelf, it is 
very difficult to be cured, by Remedies, yea often being long protracted, it is 
hardly otherwiſe to be cured, but by the ſtate ofthe year being changed. 

If the cauſes of the aforeſaid Caſe be inquired into, it will be to plain, to refer 
the procatartic or more remote caule, to the redundancy of the Serous humour 
in the bloody maſs, and in ſome fort in the whole body ; a portion of which mat - 
ter, dropping forth from the little mouths of the Arteries, on the Lungs, cre- 
ates the ordinary Cough ; afterwards, when the ſerous Colluvies or heapof 
waters yet exuberateing in the Blood, and ſtuffed with Convullive particles, 
is alſo heaped up within the head, the ſame entring the pneumonic nerves, in- 
creaſes the imple, into a Convullive = : For when thoſe nerves, being irri- 


tated firſt about their extremities, are exg above meaſure, for that reaſon 
they more eaſily imbibe the Convulſive » laidup nigh their beginnings : 
and ſo, when at length, they aredriven into irregular motions, in two places, 
to wit, in the head, and at the tale, and that for two diſtinct cauſes, v:z. from 
the irritation of the Spirits, and from their exploſion; it is no wonder. if the 
Cough, at firſt Common, being afterwards brou.;ht into this evill ſtate, becomes 
ſo cruel and Convulſive: Moreover, when it ſometimes happens, that the ſame 
matter, heaped up in the head, does enter ſome other nerve, therefore Conyul- 
ſive paſſions of another manner,often come upon the Convulſive Cough. 


The realon of 


it. 


Having ſhown after this manner, that a cough doth ariſe, not only, nor al- 73. cnmuþ- 
ways by the fault of the Lungs, but ſometimes from a ſolitary Convullive cauſe, on Aftbma. 


but oftener ſuperinduced by this, on a pneumatic Diſtemper : alſo we do not 
doubt to determine almoſt the ſame thing, concerning another certain Diſtem- 
per of the Thorax, to wit, the Aſthma : For whether this Diſeaſe be continuall, 


or periodical, in either Caſe, the Symptom chiefly urging,is difficult Breathing ; Sometimes it 
which indeed ſeems to be excited for this reaſon, becauſe the Lungs being too depends of the 
much inflated, and diſtended, extremely fills the Cavity of the Thorax,neither do £#ng*, t9ge- 


they fall down as they ſhoulddo, by turns : hence the Spirit or breath remain- 


ther with the 
nerves being 


ing within, is not ſent forth freely —_ neither indeed can freſh aire be eaſi- ,g.ge,, 


Iy induced, by reaſon the ſpace is before filled : whileſt the Lungs are ſo longer 
contained in a continual, or very little remiſs Diaſtole, oftentimes the Dia- 
phbragma, is urged contrary to its manner, into a violent Syſtole, and being drawn 
upwards, is wont more and more to lift up the Lungs, and to hinder their fal- 
ling down ; whereby it comes to paſs, that reſpiration becoms yet more difficult, 
and more laborious. | | | 
We eaſily believe, that this kinde of hard breathing Diſtemper, doth ſome- 
times happen by the fault of the Lungs, becauſe anatomical Inſpection hath plain- 
ly detected it : For if a great Serous Colluvies, being layd up in the Thorax, ve- 
ry much ſtuffs the Lungs, and ſo much obſtrutts all their pores and paſllages, that 
the blood being hindred in its Circute, cannot freely paſs thorow the Pneumonic 
Veſſells, for that reaſon indeed, ſach like anhelous Diſtempers are ſometimes 
made - Then, as often as the blood growing more hot and rarified, by exerciſe 
or the heat of the Bed, requires a larger ſpace for its Circulation, within the 
Lungs; then preſently from ſuch an occaſion, a more frequent. Reſpiration, or an 
aſthmatical fit is ſtirred up : If beſide this morbid Diſpoſition of the Breaſt, the 
Sanguineous maſs, alſo abounding with a ſerons water, ſhould be apt to ſudden 
fluxions and efferveſcencies of the Serum, from hence alſo, by reaſon of the vi- 
olent courſe of the 5erum rowing hot, into the Lungs, being before obſtructed, 
and greatly filled, very often moſt grievous aſſaults of this Diſeaſe, and almoſt 
ſufftocating do happen. . Moreover, ſometimes, beſide, the roots of the aſthma 
(as it is ſaid ) being fixed about the Precordia, Certain ſhootsof the ſame diſeaſe, 
budding forth from the head, meet with the former, and being complicated 
with them, produce the more cruel fruits of the Dyſpnea, or want of Breath. 
For, becauſe the Lungs being ſtuffed with Serum, another quantity of the ſame, 
more largely redounding in the blood, being imbued with Convultve particles, 
is poured on the head, the ſame more readily entring the pnenmonic nerves, 
than others, cauſes the Aſthma of the Thorax, at firſt Simple and modetate, to 
become periodically vehement, and Convullive. ; | 
\ Oftheſe kinde of Diſtempers,viz. the Dyſpnea, being excited by the ſingular 
faultof the Lungs, and with a Companion, very many inſtances, and  - 
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have fallea under our obſeration, and do almoſtdayly happen. For there is no- 
thing more uſual, then for thoſe that are ſick of an inveterate cough, or any o- 
ther cvill diſpoſition of the Lungs, at length the Drophie, or Scurvie hapning 
to become Aſthmatick, to wit, whenthe Blood being made much more impure, 
lays up alſo its ſerous dregps in the head, theſe more readily, and indeed more 
ealily enter then others, the pnenmonic nerves, as being weaker, andoften ir- 
ritated neer their extremities, and in them do heap up matter; for aConvulſive 

Dyſpnea. af | 

An Aftbna Further, ſometimesT have obſerved, moſt grievous fits of an Aſthma to have 

ſometimes hapned, without any notable fault of the Lungs, ſo that truly I did think that 

mcerlyConwul- this diſcaſe was ſometimes mee yulſive, and its fits only excited, becauſe 
froe [+a the ſerous colluvies or watery ing ſtufft with, exploſive particles, en- 
few = wp tring into the nerves, performin9WMDiaſtole of the Lungs, grows to the Spi- 
feftcd. rits therein flowing, which being afterwards ſtruck off together, and for a long 

while, by-reaſon of plentitude or irritation, the Lungs are detained as it were 
inflated, and ſtiff, ſo that they can perform neither the offices of _— in, of 
of breathing out : But the fit being finiſhed, a free and equal reſpiration follow'd, 
as before the fit began, and no cough, or ſigns of a ſickly diſpoſition of the Lungs, 

did appear. As I have obſerved this kinde of Dyſpnea or diftcult breathing 

meerly Convulſive, to have hapned in many, I will here ſhew you one or two 

hiſtories of ir. 

A certain ſtrong and fat Gentleman, having uſed for ſometime a more full and 
inordinate Diet, without any exerciſe, began to be ill about the beginning of 
the winter : at firſt he was troubled with a pain and heavineſs of his head, witti 
a grear giddineſs, and fear of ſ\woonding, and believing himſelf juſt about to dye, 
being otherways healthfull ; within a few days, theſe Symptoms paſs'q into an 
apparent Srwpor, or rather Lethargie : he being let blood in his Arm, I cauſed 
carefully to be applied Cupping-glaſſes, Veſicatories, and ſharp Ciyſters, with 
many other Remedies : In the ſpace of 42. hours coming to himſelf, he was 
ſenſible, and ſhook off all torpor or drouſineſs. But although his brain was clear- 
ed, yet he was taken with a great weakneſs, and numbneſs in his members which 
Diſtempers however were ſhortly cured, with antiparyletic and antiſcorbutic 
Remedies : But after a fortnight, he began again to complain of an heavineſs 
and giddineſs in his head, then the next day after, he fell into a horrid Aſthma: 
that the Lungs being ſuddenly inflated, and endeavouring to come upwards, the 
Breath, which was very quick and laborious, was hindred, and not being able 
to come forth, he was in danger every minute of an hour to be choaked. T his fit 
as it was cruel, ſo it paſs'd over within 12. hours, without any ſpitting, cough, 
or vomit, and then, within a weeks ſpace, he loſt all the trouble of his breaſt ; 
but then the like fit of the Dyſprea or difficult breathing returning, exercis'd him 
ſomewhat more gently ; and afterwards, he was wont to be troubled with ſuch 
a fit of the Aſthma, nigh to the great mutations of the Air, chiefly in great cold, 
or the falling of Snow. 

I knew another Gentleman, ſick of an inveterate Scurvy, who having no man- 
ner of Cough, was troubled now with a great head-ach, and for many days with 
a giddineſs or Vertigo, then at another time, being free from thoſe Symptoms, 
he was taken with a moſt cruell fit of the Aſthma, and he endured theſe Diftem- 
Perk, now this, now that, frequently, but eſpecially about the greater tropicks 
of the year. 

The Reaſon. , It i$not to be doubted, but in the aforeſaid Caſes, thoſe fits of the Aſthma 
did wholly depend, on the Convyulſive matter, being; fallen into the nerves, ſer- 
ving to the ſtretching forth of the Lungs, which cleaving to the Spirits, and 
being by them ſtruct off, or exploſed, by reaſon of plentitude or irritation, cau- 

ſed the -Precordiato be lifted uywards, andas it were inflated,and by that means 
| hindred, from its reciprocal motion. E 

An Afthms Moreover, we ſuppoſe, that ſuch a kindeof Convulſive Dy/pnea or difficult 

Ro ex- breathing, is ſometimes excited, by reaſon of the bronchia of the Trachea ( or 

—_— the ſharp arteries of the Throat ) being too much ſtreightned, and often almoſt 

Br:nctia te- drawn together : we have ſhown in our diſcourſe of the Nerves, that very many 

ingConzu/ſzve- branches of nervous fibres, and of the nerves, do every where embrace all the 

ly affeted, ramifications of the afper Arterie, and bind them about, which nerves if it hap- 
| pen, 


2,0bſervation. 
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pen, that they, being poſſeſſed by the morbific matter, ſhould be irritated itito 
trequent Conyvulſions, for that reaſon it follows, that the chanhells or paſſages 
which they compaſs about, muſt be greatly bound together, and ii ſome places 
wholly ſhut up. BEET 
There wasa very choyce Virgin, of a tender conſtitution, and of a flouriſh- ; 06ſervation. 
ing countenance, ſcarce paſt the ſecond luſtre of her Age, ( 5e. about 12. years 
old ) that began to be grievouſly rormented with 4/#hma fits ; and before ſhe was 
entruſted to my cure, ſhe had liv'd obnoxious to them at leaſt 4. years. ſome- 
times ſhe reraained free, from any fit of this diſeaſe, for two of three months : 
yet oftentimes,by reaſon of errors in Diet, or the great mutations of the year, or 
the air, ſhe fell into molt cruel fits of the Dyſpne or difficult breathing : So that 
her Lungs being inflated,and carried upwards towards her throat, and there held 
almoſt in a continual Diaſtole, ſhe could hardly, nay, not at all breathe; inthe 
mean time, for that teſpiration might be ſomehow made, the Diapbragmaand the 
-muſcles of the breaſt were exerciſed with repeated endeavours of motions. This 
kinde of fir by degrees remitting, within 7 or'8. hours, at length gave over; bur 
then after a week or two, it was wont to come again, either of it #IFor from an 
the leaſt occaſion after that the force of the Diſeaſe, its matter being beſtow' 
on very many of theſe kinde of fits, paſs'd away, this excellent virgin was well 
enough for many weeks, yea ſometimes months after, and breath'd freely, with- 
out any fault of the Thorax. For this perſon, T inſtituted this following method, 
Spring and fall, and now it is more than two years, fince ſhe has had any fit of 
this Diſtemper. | 
Take of our Sulphur of Antimony, gr. vi. of Cream of tartar, Vi, grains, mix 
them: Let it be given in the pap of aroſted apple, with this medicine ſhe was 
wont to vomir 4. or 5. times : four days after, ſhe took this cathartic, whicti 
was wont to be repeated, twice, after 6. or 7. days between : Take Calomelan 
xii, grains, of the > «| Folop , v. grains, of caftor gr. ijii. with what will ſuf- 
fice of Ammoniac diſſolved, make iii. pills : every day befides, ſhe took morning 
and evening, of the tinCture of Antimony, gtains xii. in a Spooufull of the fol- 
lowing Julap, drinking after it 6. or 94. Spoonfulls of the fanie, Take of the 
water of Snailes, Zvi.. of earth-worms Filii. of water of penny-royal, and rue, each, 
Ziii. of hyſterical water, 5 iii. of Caſtor tyed in a knor, and hung in the glaſs, 36. 
of white-ſugar Fi. mix them in the glaſs, and make a Julap. 
About the Autumn of the laſt year, another noble Virgin, being fick after , 4c....7.4. 
the ſame manner, viz. with a Periodical eAfbma, Iwas ſeat for to cure her, 
who received great help by the aforeſaid Remedies, being uſed in a little leſſer 
doſe, and the ſame repeated art the firſt of the Spring: 
In theſe Caſes alſo, man, ro eo appear more clearly, than that the cauſe 
of the Diſeaſe, without any phlegm. or viſcous humour, being impacted in the 
Lungs, as is commonly beleeved; doth ſubſiſt within the nervous ſtock ; and that 
this kind of Dyſpnes or difficult breathing, meerly convulſive, isexcited, by rea- 
ſon of the Pneumonic nervs, being poſlelled by the Convulſive Diſtemper. The ,, 4... 
verity of this may be yet more clearly evinced, by an anatomical obſervation, ,,;9þſerveriow 
lately Comunicated to me, by the learned Phyſitian Doctor Walter Needharg. 
That moſt famous man told me, that he knew a Butcher of W4/allr in the 
County of Srafford, who when hehad been long ſick of a periodical ;Le- 
turning within 14. or 20 days at fartheſt, at length he dyed ina fir. The Body 
being opened, all his/:ſcera appeared ſound, chiefly his Lungs, neither were 
there to be ſeen any ſignes, cither of excrement gathered together in the Bror- 
chia, or of the blood reſtaguating in the veins; this only hapned beſides nature, 
that the bladder of the gall; contained in it many ſtones. But ( added ke ) the 
cauſes unknown to us, certainly not Conſpicuous to our eyes, were to be attribu- 
ted to the nervous ſtock being affected. Wo Fn | 
Sometime paſt Iwas conſulted with, about a noble child, who being about _£,viber | 
r2. months old, was grieviouſly afflicted with Convulſioa fits, and as it were E- Anatomicd 
pilepric; of which he quickly dyed: Iofrenobſerved, that whileſt the Convulſi- 95ſerearen. 
on of the outward parts. intermitted, he was taken with a cruel ſobbing, or 
. hooping Cough : from whence I ſuſpected, that the morbific matter; wasno leſs 
fixed in the breaſt, than in the brain, Buc after irs Death, the body being open- 
ed; the Lungs well farniſt'd , appeared clear _ any fault, thar it clearly ap- 
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peared that this cough meerly Convulliye, was excited-by reaſon of the Diſtem- 
per of the. nervous ſtock. a5! 34 notes: 322: 3 me 291} 
As to what reſpects the Remedies, apdcuratory means, which ought to.he.u- 
ſedin the aforeſaid caſes, when that convulſive Symptoms come upon the Cough, 
or difficulty, of breathing, ficſtexcited/ fromthe default of the/ Lungs, and ſo by 
reaſon of the taint, communicated to the brain; it-muſt be carefully heeded;that 
Convulſive medicines beaptly compounded, with.thoſe reſpetting-all the Inte- 
tions of the Thorax. Yea that ſometimes theſe, ſometimes thoſe, being given 
.by themſelves, may:betweenwhiles fill up the times of curing, it, will not be need- 
Fulkin thisplace,:to bring the bechic, or Pneumonic. medicines, and forms of 
them, ſince anzmmenſe company of them, are extant every where, Phy- 
ſical Authors. It,will be ſufficient for our purpoſe, ta add a method of medicine, 
alſo ſome _ felet;Remedies, convenient-for.the Congh, and Aſthma, meer- 
1y;Convullive. wo | 


The cure of the : As to the former Diltemper, which js moſt familiar 20 Children, the cure is 
Comoulfere difficult, and for the moſt part nat- to be performed,-but-of a long time. The 


chief Lndications, .will 'be to purge forth, :both the ſerous andſharp humours, 
from the/blood and:Y+ſcera, their inclination and- falling. down.in the brain, 
and perhaps alſo within the breaſt, may be ſometimes prevented ; then to Cor- 
raberate thoſe. parts that they may not eaſily admit the: ſuperfluities, of the 
boyling Serum. -For theſe ends, ' vomits and more gentle. purges, for the moſt 
part are uſefull,” and in. ſome meaſure , ought to be repeated: Veſecatories are 
often profitable ; yea, if the Diſeaſe be contumacious, Iſſues are to be made in 
the nape ofthe neck, or the arm, or about the Armpits. Drink and liquid ali- 
ments, are to be taken in alefler quantity, .than aſoal, and-in ſtead of them, 4 
Bochet.is tobe uſed, ,of Sarſa, Chwna, Sanders, Sheuings of 'Tuory, and harts-horn, 
with dinretic, and anticonvulſive:lngredients.: -In :this -Gaſe, ſome remedies as 
it were ſpecial, are. greatly. commended, | of which ſort ave pixed musk, given 
in powder, .orboyled in milk, ;and-ſo-given dayly.in a:fiequent.doſe : a decodti- 
10 


on or Syrrop of Caſter, and Sqffron A Oye the: root of P. AMiſletow of 
the Oak, alſo of :byſop, thelp many zthe Waters of Theres tary of Saxifrage, 
on <hge S—_—_ with hey, and appropriate ingredients, are often ta- 
.KEILW cels. = 


The cureof the , 2+ By what method, aud with what Remedies, I have cured the periodical 


 Hftrain Emo yrang ones, cbath been already ſhown, :But in moſt, diſtemper'd 
 with-this Diſeaſe the-moſt:famous Rivers hath obſerved, a vomit is chi 
tbelpfull, although he hath not rightly ſhown:the r : which. intleed ſeems to 
conſiſt in this, to wit, that this medicine, .greatly ſhaking, /and irritatiqn the 
EmunQtories, planted about the firſt Pafſages, ſtrongly preſſes out from them, 
and carriesforth of dores, the-recrements of the blood and nervous juice, apt'to 
be trouhleſame, and to :;reſtagnate. on the brain, and Nervous ſtock. Zacutus 
theLuſitanian, Highly extolls, and not without reaſon, a cautery to be made, 
ſametimes in the hinder part of the/head, ſometimes inthe nape of the neck, or 
about the Armpits : A preparation of milpedes, wiz. inform of a dry powder, 
| mg Liquor, ſeldom-wants ſucceſs. For by fuch like Remedies, the ſuper- 
vities of the Seram,. are deduced from the. head, and nervous ſtock, and car- 
ried away, thoraw the urinary paſlages : For the:ſame reaſon,a gentle purge, eva- 
cvating the ill juice, is often us'd : for this end; thedecoctionof an old Cock, with 
altering medicins, and gently purging, —_ in its: belly, is prayſed by 
Watiy : |Beſides, the remedies hitherto cited, - others are ſaid tobe appro- 
priate, and as it were Specifical to the Afthma, of which ſort are, the baſſpm of 
Swphur, turpintsn'd, alſo Sprizs of Harts-born, or of Sut, impregnaced with 
the ſame ; Syrop of Tabasco, of Ammoniack,, out diaſulphrr Lohoch of Garlick, pills 
of the roots of Enula (ampane made up with the milk of Sulphur; with the flowers 
of Benzoin, 'with/liguid pitch, or liquid amber, with many others, which would 
be too tedious:here to enumerate. | 
And now the cheif Species, and manners of Convulſions, together with the 
Cauſes of the Symptoms, andthe means of curing, being ſufficiently explica- 
ted, it is-time:to:-put anend to thisour Pathologie of the Brain and nervous ſtock, 
andto our Diſcourſe of Corpulſrue Diſeaſes. 


FINIS. 


